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This thematic history has been prepared as part of a comnahasgd heritage study undertaken in the
Liverpool Plains Shire in 2019 by Dr Naomi Parry with assistance from Ray Christison, for High Ground
Consulting. Tany&ullenhas assisted by reading fisaand providing information about key properties

and precincts.

The authors gratefully acknowledge the work of local researchers in recording the development of the
region. The authors have prepared this history using published and unpublished logatdgsturces,

and national reference materiatscluding archival and photographic collectiosi lieu of a reference

list, comprehensive footnotes and image captions have been provided

This is not intended to be a comprehensive history dfitrerpool Plains. This is a thematic history,
which is designed to tell the story of Liverpool Plains Shire within a consistent national framework,
according to the principles of the NSW Historical Themes accepted by the NSW Heritage Office in
20011 Its narrative is guided by that framework.

Nor should his history be treated aefinitive. Locally based researchers and historians have very ably
recorded many aspects of the story of the district through a series of historical narratives, reminiscences
andoral histories. Local history resources include a multitude of published and unpublished research

Those who are seeking more detailed explanations of people, places and events are encouraged to refer to
the works cited in the reference ligtached tohis report Futureresearchers are encouraged to add to

the written record of the vast, complex and unfolding story oLierpool Plaingegion.

This studyis structured according tbhe sequence of Australidtistorical themes, then according to

New Suth WaledHistorical Themestthe latter are ordered alphabetically. As a result thertgst

backwards and forwards through time periddisturally, some themes overlafor instancematernity
hospitals are part of both tiNSW themeof jealth (Australian themgdeveloping local, regional and
national economiefand theNSW themeof pirth and deatl§{Australian theme ofvlarking the phases

of life §. To avoid repetition, informatiois separated out as much as possible and a detailed account and
examples are only given once in the text, usually at the first opportunity. The reader will, it is hoped, be
able todip in and out according to interest ardssreference different themes

While not wishing to imply that previous historians have overlooked any elements of the past, this
history shifts the emphasis from the weliderstood spheres of pastoralism, squatters and elite families
to highlight Gamilaroi storiesstories ofimmigration and multiculturalism, laboand social
organisationinnovations in economiand commerce, mining historiegpmen$ history, aviation,
workersand trade unionandall the people whdave and continue tive ther daily lives on théblack

soils of theLiverpool Plains.
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The appellationliverpool Plainsfimplies vastness, and connotes prime fat bullocks and first
class mutton, and close acquaintance wighdistrict does not confound a weikrited

reputation, nor cramp a liberal interpretation of the term. Quirindi is the capital of tfzerfad
Liverpool Plains, and nestles in an extensive valley close to the Liverpool Range, whilst all
around chainsf mountains form a panorama of rugged beauty and loveliness. The Great
Dividing Range stands in majestic grandeur away south, whilst other peaks cluster around and
contend for the admiration, rapture and joy of the behalder.

The Liverpool Plains Local @&ernment Area was formeaxh 17 March 2004 by the amalgamation of
Quirindi Shire with parts of Parry, Murrurundi and Gunnedah shitesLGA is accesselly the New
England Highway and Kamilaroi Highway, and the Great Northern Railway (Main North Line) wh
connects Newcastle and Armidale dras$ stations at Quirindi and Werris Creek.

At the last Australian Census in 2016, the Local Government Area measured 508,224 hectares and
supported 7,893 peopl€he main town and Council seat is located in Quiriadbwn with a population

of 3,444 at the 2016 CensuSther towns and villages in the Shire include Ardglen, Blackville, Caroona,
Currabubula, Premer, Spring Ridge, Wallabadah, Werris Creek, and Willow Tree.

The LGA is definedboth physically and culturallypy its rich black soil plains, which has suppdrte
pastoralism and broad acre farming since the first settlers arrived in the 1820s. The plains contain
numerous rockyislandsfand are bounded by the Liverpool Ranges to the southwest. The area is also
home to rich deposits of coal.

The local economy ibased on agriculture and primary industries, with a modest array of serviths. Of
3,081 people in employmeng4.5 per centvorkedin agriculture, forestry and fishirend 11.4 per cent
were engaged in health care and social assistance. Ju3tpmreent of people worked in educatidhe
same number as workednetail. Construction workers comprised 6 percent of employed people.
Transport and postal industriaad public administration and safety sectors employed 5 per cent of
workers eachMining and manufacturing each employed aro@mukr cent of local worker®espite the
productivity of the landite median total income (excluding pensions and allowant&#0,571 is 15

per cent lower than the Australian median of $47,692. The proportionidémeswith a year 12
education is 28.7 per cent, compared to the Australian average of 51.9 per cent.

The proportion of locals who described themselve&siasralianat the 2016 Census was 51.5 per cént
significantly higher than the Australian aveeagf 31.2 per cent. The other main groupsEasglish

(38.6 per cent)Scottish(10.6 per cent) and Irish (9.6 per cent) with 3.1 per cent identifying as German
and less than one per cent of the population identifying Chinese or ltalian an€adiryl.4 per cent of

the population was born overseas. On the other hand, 12.5 per cent idémyidddAboriginal and
Torres Strait Islandeasriginss

More than 80 per cent of residents identify with Christian $adbmpared to the average of 70 per cent
in the rest of Australidn 2016, 2,781 residents of the Liverpool Plains, or 36 per cent of locals,
identified as Anglican, which is more than three times the proportion of Anglicans Austiddia
Curiously, this was a decline af01 peopldrom 2011 Censubut there was no corresponding uptake in
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https://quickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2016/quickstat/SSC13301
https://itt.abs.gov.au/
https://multiculturalnsw.id.com.au/multiculturalnsw/lga-ancestry?WebID=790

I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

Uniting Church or Pentecostal ChristianifiRoman Catholics made up 22 per cenrthefpopulation
which is slightly less than the Australian avera§@5 per cent

The contemporary profile of theesm speaks to a history of nearly 200 years of colonisation by English,
Scottish and Irish families who cameGamilaroi countryfirst as squatters and themwork the black

soil plains The sweeping pastoral runs established by the squatters defiheofrthe area and have lent

their names to the townshipQuirindi, Wallabadah, Quipolly and Werris (Weia Weia) Creek,

Yarraman, WalhallowThe squatterbrought(or sent aheadjonvicts and labourers and a period of

intense frontier conflict in the 183@%1d 1840s ensured the dispossession of the Gamilargoifisicts

and labourers and a few free settlers established small businesses and began shaping the towns, which
expanded in th&860swhen the Robertson Land Acts enabled selectors to take up pasfitire big

runs Quirindi and Werris Creek overtook Wallabadah when the Great North Railway came through and

Quirindi became and remains the civic and commercial hub.

This history is marked by the presence of well-tended churches, inns, villages consisting of modest
domestic buildings, neat brick retail and station hubs in the two largest centres of Quirindi and Werris
Creek, and magnificent monuments to pastoralism, such as the Windy Woolshed and the fine station
homesteads. Walhallow, the flourishing community and school on the former Caroona Aboriginal
Station, indicates the strength and survival of Gamilaroi culture.

&X24)(.24)2"*41"#$/B));5<==724)(.24)2"*4?50>(C>.17>*2=724)(.24) 2" *4 2BOHA{1 ?Y SRAZ[\LH9
" 1Q25)*4(*?1R2'&*211-1#)9) (5/'S(@&; 1 TA4* (?B) QUSWIQMHBINR)):5<==())>*A5>+1 @>*2=



https://multiculturalnsw.id.com.au/multiculturalnsw/lga-religion?WebID=790
https://itt.abs.gov.au/
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The Gamilaronhation carefor the country of the Liverpool Plains

60,000
BC
1788 | The First Fleet enters Sydney Harbour, establishing the Colony of New South Wales

1818 | Surveyor John Oxley, William Evans and party traverse the Liverpool Plains

1823 | Surveyor Alan Cunningham pbored from the south and crosses Pandora Pass

1825 | Henry Dangar identifies an easier pass at the headwaters of Pages River

1826 | Europeans begin pasturing sheep & cattle on the Liverpool Plains.

1827 | Peter Cunningham, naval surgeon, visitslitverpool Plains

1827 | Loder brothers send sheep to Kuwherindi. Gamilaroi warriors are shot at Boorambil

1830 | John Single and John McDonald establish pastoral runs in Weia Weia Creek valley

1831 | SurveyorGeneral Sir Thomas Mitchell traverses the distric

1832 | Sir Edward Parry explores the area on behalf of the Australian Agricultural Company

1833 | Australian Agricultural Company granted exclusive use of a large tract of land at Warrah

1835 | At Waterloo Plains six Gamilaroi or Nganywaywana people aresatasd

1837 | September: stockmen kill 20 Gamilaroi people. November: stockmen kilGagalaroi

1838 | 26 January: Mounted Police raid the district. 9 June: Myall Creek massacre. August: Ardgc
Island massacre. Liverpool Plains settlers petition for Border Police

1843 :LOOLDP 5RDFK HVWDEOLVKHYVY DQ DFFRPR&RMmB@WLRQ KH

1846 | John Martin Davis licences The Donnybrook Inn at Currabubula

1848 | Reverend S Williams, Vicar of Tamworth, first resident minister of religion in the district

1848 | NSW Government gazettes claims to leases of Crown lands in the Liverpo Blstrict

1850 | Reverend Charles Greenaway begins recording Gamilaroi language

1851 | Gold rushes begin in NSW and gold is discovered near Nundle and Gloucester
1852 7KH ILUVW :DOODEDGDK 1HZ <HDUYV 'D\ 5DFHVY DUH KH
1853 | Henry Chiverdicenses The Willow Tree at Chilcotts Creek

1854 Christina Lock licenses Coach and Horses Hotel at Wallabadah

1856 | NSW forms responsible government on 6 June

1856 | Plan for Quirindi gazetted 30 September

1858 | Postal services establishedd X LULQGL LQ WKH 6TXDWWHUYV +RPH
1860 | Wheat grown at 4D by William Schofield

1860 | The first Warrah Woolshed built

1861 | Crown Lands Alienation A@ndCrown Lands Occupation Act

1864 | Intensive sheep raising begins on Warrah Station
1865 | First Travédling Stock Route notified.

1867 | Marshall MacMahon Hotel built at Wallabadah
1867 | Fencing begins at Warrah Station

Vi
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1869 | Sheep scab eradicated by dipping and washing

1873 | Extension of Great Northern Railway from Murrurundi to Tamworth funded

1875 | JL Tebbutt establishes the first grain mill in Quirindi in Fortune Street

1875 | Black Creek (Blackville) Police Station established

1875 | Enclosure of Warrah Station completed

1876 | Quirindi Commercial Banking Company branch established in Bird in Hamel

1877 | A small village develops at Werris Creek near the railway construction camp

1877 | Railway reaches Quirindi

1877 | Telegraph office established at Quirindi with call station QI

1878 4XLULQGLYV 3RVW DQG 7HOHJUDSK 0andWtsed irvEeharigeyy '
Hotel

1878 | Railway opened to Werris Creek, with the station opening the following year

1878 | Crawney Forest Reserve No 1266 established, the first of several major forest reserves

1879 | Wallabadah Public School opens

1880 | Construction of branch line to Gunnedah begins

1880 | Jack Bradshaw holds up the CBC Bank in the Royal Hotel

1881 | First land auction held in Quirindi, of allotments between Lennox and Fitzroy Street

1881 | Quirindi Post Office and Telegraph Offibailt 18814884

1881 | Public Instruction Act 188inandates attendance for all children in NSW at a public or
denominational school

1882 | Quirindi Parish of the Anglican Church separated from Gunnedah and first service is held
Union Church Chapel

1882 | Charles Single creates-8ft subdivision on eastern side of the railway at Werris Creek

1883 | Quirindi Court House built

1883 | The NSW Aborigines Protection Board is formed

1883 | Quirindi Gazette and Liverpool Plains Advocédounded by William lwker

1884 | Quirindi Post Office built

1884 6W ODWWKLDVY 6SULQJ 5LGJH EXLOW UHEXLOW

1886 6W $OEDQTV 4XLULQGL 6W &KDGYV 4XLSROO\ DQG 6W

1887 | Australian Joint Stock Bank opens in Quirindi School of Arts

1888 | New Quirindi School of Arts built

1888 | Tamarang Polo Club formed

1888 | Suckling mechanical shears fitted at Warrah Woolshed

1888 6KHDUHUV EHIJLQ VWULNLQJ IRU EHWWHU FRQGLWLRQ

1889 | CBC Bank moves intpermanent premises in Quirindi

1889 | Squatters meet at Wallabadah in May and agree to offer shearers £1 per 100 head

1890 | Australian Joint Stock Bank opens its John Sukdasigned building in Quirindi

1890 | Quirindi Argusis founded by Norman Jeffriess

1890 | The Municipality of Quirindi is formed

Vii
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1890 | Steam powered timber mill established at Spring Ridge by David and James Lawrence

1891 | 7KH 6K H D U Hehd§.\Wagasltapged at £1 per 100

1893 | Quirindi Social Polo Club formedthe first polo club in Australia

1893 | The first Quirindi Polo Carnival

1894 | Wallabadah Cool Climate GRSHUDWLYH 'DLU\ &RPSDQ\ /WG &DVW
Association andQuirindi Cooperative Dairy Company established.

1894 | Werris Creek Meatworks established at The Gap (it shuts down in 1902)

1895 | Walhallow Aborigines Reserve set aside urldamds Act 1895

1895 | Quirindi Butter Factory established

1895 | Underwood Memorial Gates installed at entrance to Quirindi Park

1896 | Church of the Ascension, Wallabadah completed

1897 | The Federation Drought

1898 | Quirindi Magpiestarted by Norman Jeffries

1899 | South African (Boer) War begins

1900 | WalhallowReserve named Caroona Aboriginal Station by Aborigines Protection Board

1901 Federation of the Commonwealth of Australia

1901 | Quirindi PA&H Association Show begins

1901 | Imperial Hotel balcony collapses, injuring 150 Quirindi Polo Club visitors

1901 | Windy Woolshed built on Windy Station

1906 | Local Government (Shires) Act 19faBms Liverpool Plains, Tamarang, Warrah shires

1906 &DURRQD 6WDWLRQ PDQDJHUYV UHVLGHQFH EXLOW

1907 | Quirindi maternity matron Nurse Sadie Sweeney dies after res@hiades Kingsford Smith

1907 | Caroona Aboriginal School established

1908 | Warrah subdivision begins

1908 | HV McKay and Co harvester demonstrated in Liverpool Plains

1908 Willow Tree subdivided from Warrah Station

1909 | NSW Aborigine®rotection Acttonstrains Aboriginal people to reserve life

1910 | Greek Peter Kypriotis [Kepreotes] establishes a shop in Single Street, Werris Creek

1910 | Quirindi suffers severe flooding

1910 | Wallabadah Catholic Church completed

1911 | JJ Reilly estabsihes a department store in Quirindi

1911 | Werris Creek Chronicle and Liverpool Plains Recesfablished by AE Perkins

1912 | Major subdivisions at Werris Creek

1913 | John Perry forms Wilga Coal and Coke Ltd

1914 | Declaration of the Great War on 3 August 1914

1914 7THPL 6KDOH OLQH (PSOR\HHVY $VVRFLDWLRQ IRUPHG

1914 5HG &URVV DQG *LUOVY /HDJXH EUDQFKHV IRUPHG DW

viii
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1914 | Trinkey State Forest No 177 established (extended 1924)

1914 Secondsubdivision of Warrah

1915 pM:DOODE\Y] UHFUXLWLQJ PDUFKHUV SDVV WKURXJK :HU

1916 | CaroonaERUQ *DPLODURL PDQ :LOOLDP $0O0ODQ pu-DENY ,UZ

1917 | Expansion of the Werris Creek Locomotive Depot.

1917 | GreatStrike afflicts NSW Railways. Werris Creek rail workers fill vacant roles in town

1917 | Notification of Bundulla State Forest No 511, Doona Forest No 512 and Spring Ridge Stat
Forest No 596 (extended 1941)

1918 | Armistice 11 November 1918. Repatriationfafstralian soldiers begins but is not complete u
the beginning of 1920. The Liverpool Plains has lost at least 69 young men

1918 | Electricity supplied to Single Street, Werris Creek from the railway powerhouse

1919 | Influenza epidemic reaches Quiriralit is stamped out by July 1919

1922 | Werris Creek incorporated into Peel Shire

1922 &RXQWU\N :RPHQTV $VVRFLDWLRQ EUDQFKHV IRUPHG L(

1922 | Anzac Park in Quirindnamed

1923 | Crosscountry railway line from Dubbo to WerrSreek completed.

1923 | Typhoid outbreak in Quirindi

1923 | Binnaway Branch Line joined to Werris Creek

1924 6W 2VZDOGTV &KXUFK DW :LOORZ 7UHH FRPSOHWHG

1924 | Stone for Quirindi and District Memorial laid

1925 | Quirindi Herald merges withQuirindi Gazetteto becomeQuirindi Advocate

1925 | Quirindi Co-op Dairy Company Ltd becomes Quirindi-©perative Dairy Society Ltd

1925 | Preston Coal Company identifies significant coal seam at Narrawongla Station near Werrig

1926 | Quirindi Radio Clubformed

1927 | Pine Ridge State Forest No 858 notified

1928 OHWKRGLVW 5HYHUHQG ( %DUNHU EURDGFDVWYVY IURP |

1928 | Airman Bert Hinkler attends CWA gymkhana

1929 | Wall Street Stock Market crash marks the beginning oGiteat Depression

1929 HOAMM Park founded

1930 | North Coast Railway connects to Brisbane, reducing railway traffic through Werris Creek

1931 5DGLR VWDWLRQ 2% +& EURDGFDVWLQJ IURP pu<DUUDPI

1932 | The first Quipolly Dam built orQuipolly Creek

1934 | First Australian Hellenic Educational Progressive Association meeting at Werris Creek

1935 | Peel Shire provides electricity supply to Werris Creek

1935 | The Gate of Memory built at Caroona Station as a memorial to Aboriginal serviceme

1935 | King George V Memorial Gates installed at Willow Tree

1935 Third subdivision of Warrah

1938 | Werris Creek mine closed for three months after a fire underground
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1939 | Baby health clinic established on Caroona Station

1939 | Quirindi Aerodrome established at Bfaeld

1940 | Australian Museum acquires two carved cypress trees removed from a grave by Oxley

1940 | NSW Aborigines Welfare Board replaces Aborigines Protection Board

1943 | Werris Creek Hospital constructed

1947 | EastWest Airlines formed and begins flying from Quirindi

1948 | ANA DC-3 Lutanacrashes at Mt Crawney (Square Peak), killing all on board

1948 | Warrah Shire amalgamated with Municipality of Murrurundi to form Murrurundi Shire

1950 | Quirindi Pony Club forred

1951 | Quirindi Co-operative Dairy Society Limited records its first loss

1953 New Werris Creek Post Office constructed

1954 | Tamarang Shire Council begins to develop Quirindi Airport. Braefield site is sold in 1956

1955 | New Quipolly Dam built byPeel Shire Council

1956 | Gamilaroi Elder Granny Sampson dies at Caroona at 91, leaving 241 living descendants

1957 | Quirindi Aerodrome opens 28 September 1957

1958 | Arson attack on the Strand CafZ and adjoining buildings in Werris Creek

1963 Werris Creek underground mine closed

1966 6W $LGDQYTV %ODFNYLOOH PRYHG IURP LWV RULJLQDO

1967 | EastWest Airlines ceases flying to Quirindi

1967 Fourth subdivision of Warrah

1968 | The Duke of Edinburgh flies to Quirindi Airport on 18 May. Play®Quirindi Polo Club

1968 | Quirindi District Historical Society surveys Quirindi to investigate extent of Gamilaroi popul

1968 | Werris Creek Memorial Swimming Pool opened

1969 | Aborigines Welfare Board wound down

1969 | Warrah homestead sold ai$& JUDQW UHGXFHG WR MXVW DF

1975 | Caroona Station transferred to Aboriginal Lands Trust. Walhallow Progress Association an
Walhallow Aboriginal Corporation rebuild the settlement

1980 | Liverpool Plains Shire amalgamates wilunicipality of Gunnedah to form Gunnedah Shire

1981 | Tamarang Shire amalgamates with Municipality of Quirindi to form Quirindi Shire

2004 | Liverpool Plains Shire Council formed

2005 First Fleet Memorial Gardens established at Wallabadah

2005 | Werris Creé& open cut mine opened

2006 | BHP purchases coal exploration rights at Caroona

2008 | Coalmining company Shenhua purchases exploration rights on the Liverpool Plains

2010 | Australian Railway Monument and Rail Journeys Museum opens

2014 | BHPannounces plans for a large coal mine at Carbobaithdraws in 2016

2014 | Quipolly Dam wall raised

2015 | Shenhua coal project approved
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This thematic history is designed to tell the story of Liverpool Plains Shire within a consisiendinat
framework. This framework was designed by the Australian Heritage Commission to organise
information on the history of places into areas of activity.

By emphasising the human activities that produced the places we value, and the human response
to Australia$ natural environment, places are related to the processes and stories associated with
WKHP UDWKHU WKDQ WKH W\SH RI IXQFWLRQ RU SODFH «

Themes are not intended to follow a chronological order. Rather, they are generic, and designed
to beapplied and interlinked, regardless of the period or place. They embrace prehistory to the
modern period and a multiplicity of human activities.

This history has been organised within each National Historic Theme under trantBISW Historic
Themes. Th&ISW themes are dealt with under the general heading of the national tWheze.
appropriate, subheadings are included to aid clarity and enable elaboration of local issues.
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11 NSW theme Environment - naturally evolved
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Figure 1: Liverpool Plains, west Prospect from View Hill [pictuta} John Clark from a drawing by Major Taylor from a
sketch by Mr Evans (which possibly explains the fantastic scale of the image). This was published in one of the earlisst acco
ofthH /LYHUSRRO 30 D LJQuxhals B KM@ expedlitiorfs Vhto the interior of New South Wales, undertaken by order of

the British government in the years 1818, National Library of Australiahttps://nla.gov.au/nla.ob1 36209905

The Liverpool Plaind.ocal Government Areaovers an area on the North West &opf New South

Wales. Its 5082 square metias/ers both the Brigalow Belt South and Nandewar Bioregions that extend
in a long, southerly band from the Queensland border in the north, to Dutiigosouth. The area is

part of the catchment of the Nanasd PeeRiversandthe major waterwais the MookiRiver, into

which flow Quirindi Creek, Warrah Creek, Omaleah (Black) Cré¥iillips Creek and Werris Creek

Other major creeks are Colly, Borambil, Chilcotts, Quipolly, Kangaroo, Basin and Back Creek.

Liverpool Plains Shire sits withithe Darling Plains Heritage Region. This region was defined in.1996
The Heritage Office briefly defined the Darling Plairgion as follows:

Broken country separates New England from the level Darling Plain to the west. Defined by
aridity on its western boundary, signified by the shift from woodland to scrub and bushland, it
extends over the plains draining rivers to the Datlincluding subregions such as Liverpool
Plains and the Pilliga Scrub.

‘I638R'(+*410R&4¥12)32CI"*2C&O* IR(1) &+(1?5524(?8&7*5a 1000>&?@('1?77&7?)>250>+1@>*2
1968 ()*+&1 (. &/ HHEBH5. &2 @$4. 1 (&4 B
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This area is included in the Brigalow Belt South Biodiversity Regibme geology and biodiversity of

the region have been described in the Brigalow Belt South, NSW Bioregions¢@ation Assessment
Scoping ReportThe geology of the Warrumbungles has also been adequately described by Whitehead in
his work on the path of explorers Oxley and Ewans

The LGA$ largest town of Quirindi is the dividing point between the twerbgions; the Peel Sub

Region of the Nandewar Bioregion covers the northern areas of the LGA towards Tamworth, while the
Liverpool Plains SuliRegion of the Brigalow Belt South Bioregion includes the areas south and west
Quirindi towards Premer.

TheLiverpool Plains LGA presents a picturesque and varied landscape ranging from rugged, wooded
ridge lines to rolling hills and open grazing land. The hills and flats host rich grazing country and
productive croplands. The ridgelines have large areas ofargmative forests and vegetation and
contain veins of various ores and mineralse area is defined by black soil plains, interspersed with
ridges.Peter Cunningham, a naval surgeon and settler and one of the first Europeans to record their
impressions bthe Liverpool Plains, wrote in 182fat the plains were

« DI fine grassy soil without a tree, excepting where a small woody hill occasionally rises from
WKH ERVRP RI WKH SODLQ WR YDU\ DQG EHDXWLI\ WKH SURVS
like a green ocean, of unbounded extent, with clusters of woody islands bespangling itssurface.

In times of flood, the hills literally become islands.

$IR'(+*4101R&4)#12)3/"#$IR(1'&+(17*4IP175&'@*)(1?!Q558557&2) . 1;(?+_&IEH!;;>H
U$3()&3&*C/IF>/1899IH+E . 25$F$)*99.25$("#SCHI@ &' # 1$HRBDBIL LIb!:HEIHI !

ATIP2?2?2(?+3*7M0&$I#*'1$.2$/KLBS1?C1?<!%&?'GIP14A2'2/1:c8LV/1d14!:/1;1: KO/MPEC IR &/ "#SM 5541 ($C L(*(#$&2$G*(";$4&0$
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2.1 NSW theme Aboriginal cultures and interactions with other cultures
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Figure 2: Godfrey Charles Mundy, Encounter. Mounted police and blacks. A sketch depicting the Waterloo Creek massacre of
Gamilaroi people in 1838, National Library of Australia [NLA.ob}138147309

2.1.1 Gamilaroi Country

The Liverpool Plains Local Governmefitea occupies part déamilaroiKamilaroi/Gamilaraay country.
The name of the language group has also been spelled in English as Kamilarai, Kamilari, Kamilroi,
Kamilarai, Kamularoi, Kaamefarrai, Kamileroi, Koomilroi, Komleroy, Gamilaroi, Gamilroi,
Kahmilaharoy, Kamilary, Gumilroi, Gummilroi, Gummilray, Kimilari, Karmil, Kamil, Comleroy,
Ghummilarai, Cammealroy, Kahmilari, Cumilri, Caati-eri, Cummilroy, Cummeroy, Gunnilaroi,
Comleroy, Ghummilarai, Cammealroy, Kahml Duh&omeroi is also used in therdemporary

context, as a shorter form of the word Gamilarbiis report uses the spelling Gamilaroi, unless
referring to a place or publication where it is spelled otherwise.

Gamilaroi language is a strong influence on place and property named.ivettpool Plains although
the Aboriginal meaning is often lost. Quirindi, for instance, derives fmvherindifwhich has been
attributed with many meanings, includingead tree on mountain t§pnest in the hill§or place where

11Z2-1'7%)(17-'17 'RI6(?C*4EQAL'(+(?18' (A&EL-IQ25)*4(tU:HLIV#12)3Q25) *4(*iX258271Q". 3(@&BH7 (4 1( IU"#$ W
3));<==* 3(@&5>5*725827>5*>+1@>*2=)(?C*4&) (A&5=N*7 (4*1(>3)7

"I[19%(4* G147 ()3/1Q"e/189:c/Kamilaroi, W7 (4* G W17&'1(¥3)):5<==0(2*2+H(>1 +>*2=(?C&Y>;3;=GHTT (4***G=N*7(4*1]
(4G H178'1(2



http://archives.samuseum.sa.gov.au/tindaletribes/kamilaroi.htm
https://winanga-li.org.au/index.php/yaama-gamilaraay/kamilaroi-gamilaraay-or-gomeroi/
https://winanga-li.org.au/index.php/yaama-gamilaraay/kamilaroi-gamilaraay-or-gomeroi/
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fish breedl The State Heritage Register listing for Windy Woolshed notes the Gamilaroi had strong ties
with the Wonnarua people of the Upper Hunter.

The Gamilaroi are a prominenation andanguage group iNSW which has attracted much attention
from white researcherfeverend Charles Greenaway recorded the Gamilaroi language between 1850
and 1854xMajor nineteenth century anthropological investigators incAiMEeHowitt, Lorimer Fison,

RH Matthews: In the tventieth centurfNorman Tindale and Peter Austin engaged in extensive linguistic
research.Heather Roworth and Steve Williams recently compiled much of this research into a useful
text, Kamilaroi dreaming : a history of the Aboriginal people of the Quiiiarea before 185@Roworth
notes that the Liverpool Plains was known to the GamilargCagoon Comleroypr the Great Plains.

The Gamilaroi survived the invasion of their country andlthesrpool Plains has a strong community of
Indigenous Austr@nstoday. In the 2016 Census, 957 of the 7,687 residents (12.4 per cent) counted in
Liverpool Plains said that they had Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origins. Of these, 97 per cent
were Aboriginal. This is significantly higher than the NSWexage population of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people, which is just under 3.5%, with 91% identifying as Aboriginal.

The Nungaroo Local Aboriginal Land Council is based in Quirindi@mtentrates on securihgusing
for local Gamilaroi peopla: The Walhallow Local Aboriginal Land Council is based\#dlhallow
Village nearCaroonapnthe former Walhallow Aborigines Station.

2.1.2 Archaeological sites

In May and June 2019 thigiodiversity and Conservation Divisid@ffice of Environment and Heritage)
of theNSW Department of Planning, Industry & Environmerdpped land release areas to the north
and south of Quirindi, as well as land at Boggabri, Narrabri and Tamworth, vainiok part of the
Gomeroi People Native Title claim area (NC2011/GBomeroi People). The resulting report notes that
land disturbance and use has reduced the likelihood of Aboriginal features but nevertheless three
registered sites were recorded on AHIKS0 modified trees and one artefact). During field inspections
departmental officers located an Aboriginal site of three artefacts.

Local historianDorothy Durrant noted grinding grooves and bora grounds featured in the area.
According to HR Carter, in968 the Quirindi District Historical Society surveyed the area to investigate
the extent of Aboriginal occupation and record the evidenceaagaat amount of evidence was fodind

#Geographical Names Board, ‘Quirindi’, 3));5<==000>+?A>?50>+1@>*2=;4*.&0?*7(?+=;4*.&?*7&05&*.3=&0)"*.)Y(C\2hh)igg,f$
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https://www.gnb.nsw.gov.au/place_naming/placename_search/extract?id=ujjtZxxOKW
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5062354
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3238.0.55.001
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Campsites marked by a surface scatter of stone tools and flakes weaerfahe Winity of the

Mooki River, and many stone axes have been recovered over the years. The stone in the axes has
been recognised as coming from a wide area, including that of the large stone quarry site at

Moore Creek, north of Tamworth. Much dfet sandstone formation in the ridges near the Mooki

River is suitable for grinding axes, and the Aborigines have been highly selective in choosing the
harder type of fine sandstone for the purpose.

Sharpening grooves have been found where suitable saadstours along the Mooki River and
on the adjacent ridges. It is usual to find as many as ten grooves on one stone, and one stone
showed no less than 53 grooves. In one case, where the river had changed course, grooved
sandstone was found many feet bethe surface.

Numerous stone tools have also been recovered, and indicate the knowledge and ability of the
Aborigines in handling stone to make tools. The deligatsdi fpoints show fine workmanship.
From information handed down, it appears that a gnagebeen located, in which an Aborigine

was buried in an upright, sitting position. There was, nearby, a carved tree similar to those often
carved by the Aborigines to mark burial sites, which was unfortunately burned down in a
bushfire.

The ridges proviHG H[FHOOHQW FDPSLQJ VLWHV EHLQJ ZHOO GUDLQ

An interesting discovery was a sheilCymatium spenglesor Spenglers Triton, identified by

WKH $XVWUDOLDQ OXVHXP DV EHLQJ RI FRDVW RULJLQ « $OWK
a knawvn campsite, it was in a locality frequented by the Aborigines, and show that their

movements covered a wide area.

Carved trees (arborglyphs, teletoglyphs, taphoglyphs and dendroglyphs) were also a feature of the
landscape of Gamilaroi country andhrk stes of spiritual powerAccording toFrederickMcCarthy, the
Gamilaroi believedribal culture heroes came down from and went back to the sky through thétrees.
John Oxley recorded finding two carved cypress trees around a grave itib81940, McCathy wrote

in The AustraliarMuseumMagazinethat Edmund Milne had acquired these trees for the Museline
Gamilaroi people designed their tree carvings around powerful sythiadiere used for burial sites

and alsdor boys being ushered into manhaaicelaborate ceremonies called Bora. Elders who were
medicine men (Wirringan) and wizards (Koradji) instigated the Bahéch is where boys were taught
about the significance of each symbolic design

Novelist lon Idries4[1958 novellThe Red Chigb set in the Quirindi and Gunnedah area and is a
fictionalisation of notes made by Stan Ewing, son of the local police sergeant that had been collected by
Russell McDonagh of McDonagh Property Ltd, Gunnedd&wing recollected a meeting k887

between a Dr Hayne andld Bungaree, the last futilood Aboriginal of the trib&§of Namoi River.

Bungaree wore a breast plate designating hiniKig) of the Namoi River Tribe at Gunned$nd

informed the doctor that the carvings on the Blackfe§pWee at Gunnedah (on Poe/Abbott Street)
indicated a great warrior chief of the Namoi tribe was buried nearby. Idriess recounted that Hayne dug up
the skeletal remains and sent them to the Australian Museum, along with a sawn off slab of the stump.

1$!FD McCarthy, ‘The carved trees of New South Wales’, I"#$8-1("* @.*2$)-1#-:$)*5*S.2#Q§2?&!:HI9/!
3))i<==?%)(1?2*42?()G+1@&?7&?)>1'+=(7*+&5=89:K=-&*) 2' § BLGN" @ YR &I *+*I(?& IHI9>;C-!

14P* @&EL&&BL-N('5)"*)(1?5!T&1;48517 1$&5)&'?!"&0 #12)3$*4&513));<==000>?*)(1?*42?()G+1@&'?7&?)>1'+=.1?)&?) =) Q&L
-(‘5)?*)(1?51&1;4&9D&5)& ?&0F512)30*4& P "#$8-1("*@.*2$)-1#-:$)*5*S.2# /1:IF2?2&!:HI9#!
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http://nationalunitygovernment.org/images/2015/features/bark-trees/carved-trees-magazine-1940.pdf
http://www.nationalunitygovernment.org/content/carved-trees-first-nations-peoples-western-new-south-wales
http://www.nationalunitygovernment.org/content/carved-trees-first-nations-peoples-western-new-south-wales
http://www.scribd.com/doc/23310373/Red-Kangaroo-war-chief-of-Gunnedah-The-Ewing-Texts
https://www.scribd.com/doc/23310373/Red-Kangaroo-war-chief-of-Gunnedah-The-Ewing-Texts
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On Bungaree$ deathbed he revealed the warrior was cafReti Kangaroatthe Red Chieffy qFH
wrote about the theft of the bones @umbo Guneraf{Gambu Ganuurru] in a long accountlihe
Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertisékugust 1891. JFH ideified Dr Haynes as Mayor of
Gunnedah and the brother of John Haynes, MLA for Mudgee, but said the story of tiffeddagh and
burial came frompld Maggiefa 91 year ol@samilaroiwoman. The chief died in 1745, and was buried
near the Gunnedah Courtis® until disinterred by HaynesThe whereabouts of these human remains
and the scarred tree is uncertain.

The Quirindi District Historical Society has a collection of Aboriginahlements and weapotizat
were on display in 2018 in their musewhich oould, if the society has records of thevenancef
these items, be of value to local communities.

2.1.3 First contact on the Liverpool Plains

Prior to colonisation b¥uropeans the Liverpool Plaisapported around 12,0@amilaroi and other
peoples, including the Ngarabahs was the case in the restN®W, European diseases often travelled
ahead of settlers, possibly diminishing their numbers before Europeans even arrived in ffieearea.
Gamilaroiwere very likely aware of the arrival dimtentions of Europeans aresistedvhite settlement
vigorously, attacking stock and settlers and earning a reputation for fek/tign he Loder brothers
sent up cattle and shegpl827they chose a favoured siteywherindi, which Eric Rolls saysié
Gamilaroi pronounced agomething like Gooarindfout which we now know as Quirindilt was an
important place for the Gamilaraione of the meanings of its namefish breeding ared

First contact was certainly marked by violenRells descides a massacre in 1827 or 1828 nearby at
Onusthewly-established runBoorambilf{at Onus or Millers Creekwhich occurred after a group of
painted warriors challenged the stockmen. Accounts by colonial authors William Gardner and Martin
Cash differ buttiseems that between seven and 16 stockmen took cover in a hut and, during an attack
that lasted several hours, shperhaps two hundrefit It is worth noting that thgBoorambilfstory is not
covered by Lyndall Rya§ map of Colonial Frontier Massacie<entral and Eastern Australia 1788

193Q but this may a reflection of the accuracy of the map

There are traces of collaboration between black and white people in the early records, although it is
doubtful the colonial authorities considered much pbiitive. Another band oGamilaroi developed

skills in cattlethieving, under the tutelage of Georgde Barbeffor The Flying BarbefClarke, a

convict who had run away from Ben Singleproperty and taken up bushranging, building his own
stockyard east of Boggabri at Barbers Lagoon. Clarke became initiated and took several wives but was
eventually caught and prosecuted for his thefts on the Namoi.

In many areas of the Liverpool Plains taamilaroiand settlers reached a form of accommodation,

where Aboriginal people exchanged peace, friendship and labour for tobacco and rations, and so were
able to maintain their access to land. HoweveGhmilaroicontinued to resist expansion to the north of
the LiverpoolPlains During 1835 on the Waterloo Plains stockmen killedGnilaroior

1 1Z121S1ZC'(&55/: HKE/XA(Ci1L 2’ NEU&OVR 74-1' W&?&'%) (1786*4&BL-]_&QOF?+*'11 10* M&*CA&L-W2?2&C*31638]0(?+X*225.'(;))5 !
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1y IConnor, Australia’s Frontier Wars, p 103.!
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Nganywaywana peopbk2 Around this time the stockmen on Lodgstation at Quirindi were said to be
so scared of Aboriginal people that they left their cattle to roaettended in the busgh.

Between 1836 and 1838 a series of reprisals resulted in the worst massacres of Aboriginal people in in
NSW history. In September 1837 up to 20 Aboriginal people were killed by stockmen in reprisal for
cattle theft at Yarramanbahkln November 1837 a posse of stockmen avenged the deaths of two of their
own by killing 200 Gomeroi over several days in a mountain gorgiee Mounted Police conducted a
punitive expedition, under the leadership of Major James Nunn in early 1838 @6dlanuary at

Waterloo Creek near Moree, Lieutenant George Cobban attacked a group of warri@anilaeoi

were armed, although they had done nothing to provoke the troopers-a&0datilaroi were killed.

John Connor is convinced that Nunn travellestigh Australian Agricultural Company lands during

this raid and visited the Loder property at Quirirdn March 1838 the newly arrived Governor George
Gipps was disturbed by Nurfreport of his actions, but decided the event occurred in a military
contextos

The next major event was not military, but an act of settler vengeance on unarmed people. On 9 June
1838, a group of stockmen rode into Henry Darfgktyall Creek Station on the Gwydir River near
Bingara, where a group @amilaroi people led bpld Daddy were sheltering with convict

stockkeepers. The stockmen killed 28 men, women and children and held one woman captive for many
days. The bodies of those murdered were hidden and burned. After two bitter murder trials in Sydney,
where the defenosas funded by Dangar and others, seven of the 12 men involved were hanged on 18
December 1838. The hangings ensured settlers kept quiet about later attacks. In August 1838, at
Crawford$ station on Ardgowan Island in the Gwydir, the manager Charles Eyddsva stockmen

shot and killechine Gomeroi people and burnt and buried the bodies in a shallow grav8eptember

1838 Liverpool Plains settlers presented Gipps with a petition which resulted in the formation of the
Border Police.

At the same time dhis terrible conflict, somsettlers realised that employing local Aboriginal people to
work on their stations brought them both peace and prospekitgrtk Hannah has noted the engagement
of Aboriginal workers in the Australian Agricultural Compasny.

The result was what Heather Goodall has called coexistence. In the Liverpool Plains Pastoral District,
where cattle and sheep predominated, there was plentiful work for Aboriginal people as drovers,
stockmen and women, shearers and domestic servantsesislia families were largely independent. In

the 1880s, when the NSW Government was developing a syst@mot#ctionfto both alleviate the
economic and social distress of Aboriginal people and contain them to particular districts, the people of
Quirindi were describedag DUP O D ER X UH U YIndaGt RoMbbrigindl iddd e in the north

western district were in need of government supptitey were station hands, trackers, shepherds,
boundary riders, domestic servants, station workers and, faileray workersat Quirindi and Werris

Creeks Very few accepted thielankets thegovernmenbfferedss Cultural traditions remained strong.
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2.1.4 Walhallow Village (Caroona Aboriginal Station)

The 1890s drought and depression seems to have led to the congregation of a n(Gabiacdi

families on Mvalhallow fhear Caroona. In March 1894 William Basetti of Quirimdoteto the

Aborigines Protection Board to recommend the dedication of a eeaep¥alhallow {where 47people

had been livingfor some time{The Board set aside 150 acres, part of a travelling stock reserve, by 12
January 1893Reserves were created underltaed Act 1894and enabled NSW Government to

consolidate Aboriginal gaulations in particular areas and restrict their movement over casifing.

area was extended in January 1899 by 80 acres to a total of 230 acres. (The remainder of the travelling
stock reserve was leased to FJ Croaker, manager and travelling superintdritie New Zealand and

Australian Land Companp QG IRXQGHU RI pu: D:€EHOWaDED hE fdepahdantce RfGhe

workers at WalhalowK HOSHG WKHP UHVLVW Wdhtioley& Bho@ha pabbld KWHQLQJ R

It is common for Aboriginal people INSW to refer to reservesnd managed statioas missions and
Durrant adopted this terminology in her 2005 thematic history, in which Walhallow was referred to as
pow an outstanding example of a satellite communitth wariety of housing and facilities including
school and halz Walhallow was not actually set up by a church and never had a resident misdionary
was notifiedby the Aborigines Protection Boaad an Aboriginal StatiorirReserved for Aborigine$n

1900, under the name Caroona, amdaaagef§ residence was buitlt 1906« The first manager was B
Ferguson, who remained until 19%(0~erguson became a teachesinager in 1907, after a protest from
white parents about the attendance of Aboriginal obilcht Breeza prompted families to move to
Walhallow where the Boarngrovided the materials for the building@fchooko Such protests were
unfortunately common iNNSW in this period and the Aborigines Protection Board set up a separate
system of Aborigal Schools, which worked to a limited curriculum and ended in primary sghool.

In 1910,Caroonahad 175 residents who were observed Bady Telegraphreporter to be living in

reasonably crowded conditiorighe huts housed up to 10 people and thexe much evidence of

gambling, which the reporter condemned. However the public school had been built by the residents and
the reporter noted the students excelled in sewing, handwriting and other skills necessary to take up life
as skilled labourers. He sérved the children singing:

And it was not without an undertone of ironic gratitude that they sghgg bit of world belongs
to us.{There was not the least suggestion of a discordant note. They sang with all their might in
VLOYHU\ XQLVRQ %XW LW ZDV WKk VRQJ RI D SHRSOH SDVVLC

Such opinions were rife at the time and although the reporter appears to have observed the x@§mmunit
pride in their school, he didfregister its significanc@.he survival of the Aboriginal school at

Walhallow was due tdaV KH F R P Risi§éndésThe school was not to the same standard as that
offered to white childrentafter amendmentso theAborigines Protection Act 1908 1912, schools on
Aboriginal stations worked to a separate curriculum that stopped at grade three. The first teacher, Mrs
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Baker, arrived on the settlement around this ttaitas unlikely she was unaccompanied on an
Aboriginal station so it is possible that her husband worked as overseer or assistant manager.

By 1935 when the tablet to honour the men of the station whesbaakd in the Great War was erected

on the Gate of Memory, the station had 160 residewtstivist Herbert Groves, who was working with
William Ferguson to advance the cause of Aboriginal people in this state, was a resident of Caroona at
this time (se®.2.4). The Aborigines Welfare Board replaced the Aborigines Protection Board in 1939,
although war delayed investment in newer buildings on stations around NSW. In 1949 the Aborigines
Welfare Board renovated the station, and built weatherboard housebutfth, and the hall. Mrs Horne
from Werris Creek ran a shop on the settlement and 17 children attended Quirindi HighsSBihdlok

1950s, at the height of the assimilation era, Caroona was touted by the Aborigines Welfare Board as a
model station whe residents lived independently and had formed their own progress association and
P&C and planted gardens.

In a January 1956 article filled with the racist language of theTdayAustralian Wome® Weekly
recounted a bush Christmas for the 150 childon the station, at which Jack Young, a retired jockey,
played Santa Claushe Weeklyspoke to theeacher, Mr Edgar Pearson, who had 67 students
interviewed and photograph®d-yearold Granny Sampsomnyho had moved from the mud flats to
Caroona a few years previousgndJohn Spencer, the English station manager, sel fCaroona
station is the final stage in assimilating the aboriginal into the white§neay of lifePearson said,
pow the station is the labor pool for the distffietThis was a strange statemetit had always been a
labour pool for the district, but under the Aborigines Welfare Board a particular model of living was
enforced.

Granny Sampson died in August 1956, at the age of 91, having left 275 descendaritd) @#Whvere
still living. The Dawrsaid, with the passing of Granny, we have lost one of our few remaining links
with the old Walhallow Statiofproperty] where she worked for over 50 yedsThe links, however,
remain in the community.

The Aborigines Welfare Board was wound down in 1969 and in 1975 Caroona was transferred to the
Aboriginal Lands TrustThe Walhallow Progress Association and the later Walhallow Aboriginal
Corporation worked to maintain and imgesthe community at Walhallow. The Walhallow Local
Aboriginal Land Council and Walhallow Aboriginal Corporation now manage Walhallow Village and
since 197%averebuiltmost of itae The Walhallow School remains an Aboriginal school to this day, and
in the1970s pioneered methods of ensuring Aboriginal children were supported culturally, such as
training Aboriginal Teache$ Aidesso The school remains a source of power, growth and connection for
its community, as well as being a physical link to the dadysnawalhallow Village was a managed
station.
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2.2 NSW theme Convicts

Although squatters carved up the Liverpool Plaingckly, convict workers, stockeepers and

shepherds were sent ahead as the vanguard of settlemeémthers came as servants to landholders and
free settlersin 1841convicts constituted half the populationtbé Liverpool Plains District, which

included Gunnedah, Tamworth, Murrurundi and what are now known as Quirindi and WerkisICree

had a population of 1591 people, including 150 children and 167 women. Three of the women were on
tickets of leave and six were assigned convicts. There wered&fen in the area, mostly single men
aged between 21 and 45, and 629 in the convict &gk convicts were in service and 178 were on
ticket-of-leave.

Convicts on a ticket of leave had served part of their sentence and demonstrated themsehagmtbdebe ¢
of supporting themselves by work. Although they were essentially on parole, and could be returned to
service for the most minor infraction, they were independent. Convicts in service were generally
assigned to landholders, who applied for number®o¥icts when they took up large runs. Assignment
created a cheap labour force that assisted many early free settlers to prosper:

The normal fate of the weEHKDYHG FRQYLFW ZDV DVVLIQPHQW WR SULYI
government encouraged it, forstived money by taking the prisoner off the governrdrands.

« W VFDWWHUHG PHQ WKURXJKR XWewdssdcatoR QughtalkeL FK EURN
convicts thosehabits of laboufiwhose absence had so often started them on their criminal

caeer, and it gave them experience, which would make it easier for them to gain useful

employment when their sentence expired.

Convicts were sent with flocks of sheep and herds of cattle beyond the limits of the colony to become the
vanguard of Europearetllement in areas such as those surrounding the Warrumbungle Mountains.

Writing in 1839 Charles Campbell indicated that the sheptdifd was excellent for reforming the

behaviour of criminalsle who leads it has constant but not laborious employregjays the light of

KHDYHQ DQG « LV VHFOXGHG IURP WKH FRR&DIiWs Bilded/ tieHliG U X Q N H Q
while many convicts undoubtedly enjoyed the opportunity to work out their sentence with a minimum of
molestation from employers, my of the early bushrangers in the Colony of NSW were convicts who

had escapedn 1841The Sydney Morningerald complained shepherds and bullock drivers were

KHOSLQJ QRWRULRXV EXVKUDQJHUV )RUUHVWHU DQG-MiIleOVRQ URE
6 W D W L R f2he gorrinissioner, who had 15 convict troopers, seemed ineffectual against such

alliances As mentionedGeorge [The Barbef[Clarke who was initiated into the Gamilaroi, was a

runaway shepherd who stole his empld§drorse antiecame a persistent horse thief and cattle rustler.

His later exile to Norfolk Island and then Van Dienfeband did not appear to affect his proclivities for

he was hanged there for bushranging in the late 830s

The case of Clarke highlights thainvicts and exonvicts were in many cases the first Europeans with
whom Aboriginal people had substantial contact. This could be problematic. While Clarke fitted in with
the Gamilaroi, and married into the tribe, few relationships between convicts aridiaél people were

as positive. Aboriginal resistance to white settlement often targeted flocks, herds, and sHhaptsrds
which placed convicts directly in the line of fire. While such interactions were rarely written down, there
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is no doubt many corsts retaliated and this contributed to conflict on the frontier. The worst example

was the Myall Creek massacre, which was conducted by 11 convicts who had been rounded up by settler
John Fleming. While Fleming escaped the noose, the convicts haageagmporary commentators

said they had been scapegoated for carrying out the intentions of settlers who wished to eliminate the
blackse

Despite the risks, Colonial governments encouraged assignment of convicts as it was a far cheaper
method of keeping thethan maintaining them in penitentiaries or on road gangs. In 1837 it cost £17 per
year to keep a convict on a chain gang. A convict on assignment cdsaidholders reaped the benefit

of the cheap labour force provided by assigned convicts to butlieingfortunes and convicts shaped

many of thesarly pastoral stationsuch asgummer Hillfand MVeia Weia CreeKStations (later known

as MWerristonfand pverris Creek Statio§. In 2005 Dorothy Durrant wrote:

It is known that at this time, both Johim§le and John McDonald had under their charge a
number of convicts and tickef-leave men who had been assigned to them for employment as
stockmen and shepherds, so it is highly probablectudywhite settlers mainly consisted of

men who had not conte the colony of their own free wil.

The Census figures analysed for this study show that convicts were indeed a powerful force in the
creation of the Liverpool Plains, and it can be assumed that many of the early buildings, as well as the
fences, shedstockyards and other structures of early pastoral life were created by convicts. Domestic
life was also shaped by them as convicts were a vital part of the households of early honiséeads

nine women enumerated in the census as convicts were undlgubtdomestic service of some form.

As a list of the convicts assigned to John Eales on the Paterson River and Liverpool Plains shows,
convicts brought diverse skills from their former livethey had been labourers, ploughmen, boatmen,
wheelwrights, bkers, butchers, dye workers, brewers, carters, shoemakers, dairymaids, servants, horse
breakers, ironworkers, weavers, nursemaids, chimney sweeps and cabinet iihkeese skills were
invaluable as the Europeans built new lives for themselves on the Liverpool Plains.

The convict system shaped the Liverpool Plains area in other ways. Once convicts had served their
sentence they were emancipated and were entitigdrébhase small parcels of land to begin their new

lives. Transportation thiSW ended in 1840 and as the emancipated joined the ranks of the free and

either sought grants or joined the ranks of the squatters and selected runs for themselves, land pressures
increased. This, along with the influx of people during the gold rushes, led to the closer settlement acts of
the 1860s.
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2.3 NSW theme Ethnic influences

The Liverpool Plains is Gamilaroi country but all the Aboriginal peopldé3V were disrupted by the

arrival in 1788 of the convict transports of the First Fleet and by subsequentof/éreesand fettered

Anglo-Irish settlers. Initially settlers were mostly confined in the Cumberland Basin around the

Parramatta River but from 1800 Europeans people began to fan out along the landscape and the numbers
of free settlers and emancipated dots/seeking land began to increase. By 1828, when the NSW
Government conducted the first full censutN&W (including Van Diemer$ Land and the settlement at
Moreton Bay) the Europeans humbered 36,958. Of these, 15,728 were cothadiee population
outnumbered the bond for the first time since 1T@8ost of the convicts were from England, Ireland,
Scotland and Wales. There was however a massive gender imbalance in the European pameation
outnumbered women three to othere were just 898fémales in the Colony, including children.

The gender imbalance slowly rose and the proportion of convicts decreased markedly as transportation
slowed. The 1841 Census excluded Tasmania and Queensland but included Victoria and revealed the
population ¢ the Colony oNSW had grown to 130,856, with 87,298 being male and 43,558 being
female. Convict transportation had ceased but convicts constituted less than ten per cent of tHe Colony
population by that stage and the genders were beginning to egualise.

The earliest arrivals on the Liverpool Plains appear to have struck out from Sydney, the Hunter Valley
and the Hawkesbury. As the land was outside the Nineteen Counties, squatters laid claim to it, often from
great distances, and there were many sdealdver land in the period 1827 to the 1840s. The

Hawkesbury Benevolent Society received one of the early grants and George Loder and Michael
Nowland took possession of it in 188The station became known as 4D because of the station<rand.

Sir Edwad Parry later recorded the Gamilaroi name of the Pi§lireek run to bgBise-Bootarfand

the waterholes below werngvoonde€f or what would becomgVindy. §

By 1834 the Australian Agricultural Society had taken possessiqiviofly fand the Benevolent

Society was asked to select another parcel. Edward Nowland, superintendent of stoclcbkisgon

the Peel River. In so doing, Nowland displaced John Bairfchmond, who had established a
homestead there in 1828. The northern boundanyiobki fvas the Rocky Crossing Place, and 4D

cattle were not allowed to go furth@n account of the blacKEThis was adjacent to Caroona/Walhallow
Village and is the $& of the current bridgeCarter states there are footings of an old homestead and
stockyard on Portion 1, Parish of Weston, near a weir belongipyathallow fhomestead, 2.8km from
Caroona.The area soon filled with other squattegslooki fwas eentually subdivided. Families
associated with it include the Reynolds family, the Perrys, who became prominent Anglicans, and the
Binniesu
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At this stage the Liverpool Plains was known as the district of Peel River and the population was widely
dispersed. In 1841 Aboriginal people were not counted but there were 1591 Europeans (including 150
children) in the district and only 92 of them ha@bédorn in the Colonylhere werel67womenand six

of those were convictdinety per cenof the residents of the Peel River were single men aged between
21 and 45 and 55 per cent of them were free. The rest comprised 178 convicts on ticket of Iéa¢e and
convicts in service. There were 411 shepherds, 215 gardeners, stockmen and agricultural labourers, 15
mechanics, nine domestic servants and justed@led proprietors, merchants, bankers, and professional
persongwith 905 people outside of thoseagdries. There were no shopkeepers.

Anglicans outnumbered Catholics two to one, and ten per cent were Presbyterian, indicating most of
those on the Liverpool Plains at that time were from the British Isles, rather than rdlaatl.

population profile reflects a pastoral economy, run by absentee squatters, that was heavily reliant on
convict labou.x

As explained in the Introduction, over time tjenders have balanced and pineportion of Anglicanso
Catholics has shifted a little, but theemainthe dominant Christian sedthe Liverpool Plains area is

still predominately Australian born and of Anglish heritagexof the 7,687 people recorded in the

2016 Census, 987 identified as Aboriginal &mase who gave their ancestry as Austrabam residents

made up 39.3 per cent of the population, English 29.4 per cent, Scottish represent 8.1 per cent, and Irish
7.3 per cent, whereas people having German ancestry comprised just 2.4 per centpfl#tieomne

" 1ZA(C>

HIZA(C>
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2.4 NSW theme Migration

The mass migration that accompanied the goldasishanged the Colonies again. In 1851 the

population oNSWwas 187,243 but by 1861 the population had grown to 350 B860the first time

those born in Australia outnumbered those of British origin and comprised 47 per cent of the population.
Englishand Welsh residents comprised 24.4 per cent, Irish 15.6 per cent, Scottish 5.2 per cent, and those
from foreign countrie§comprised 6.5 per cent. The numberfofeign bornfhad doubled in just five

years and 56.6 per cent of migrants were Chinese p28.&nt were German, and the remainder were

from France and America.

The rush to the goldfields at Murrurundi and Gloucester affected the population in the lower Liverpool
Plains. This was also the period in which the towns of the Liveiplagis were beginning to take shape.

In 1861 the population of the whole of the Liverpool Plains, including Tamworth and Gunnedah was
6,305« There was still a large sex imbalance: in the Central part of the Liverpool Plains Pastoral District
( includingGold Fieldsy tthere were 2,772 males and 1,179 females and in the Murrurundi portion there
were 445 men and 212 womeAround half those men and women were from the British Isles and
Ireland. There were 409 Chinese men in the district and 89 Germawithe8b German womes.

Quirindi was declared a town in 1881, when it had 278 resideattthe time it was much smaller than
Murrurundi, which had 1620By the 1891 census Quirindi Municipality was a mature settlement with
1139 residents and a balar@fenales and females and was roughly the same size as Murrurundi, which
was declining.Werris Creek had a population of 329 people, Quipolly had 251 and Wallabadah had
158 The goldfield at Bowling Alley Point was 276 people stro@unnedah had asopulation of 1329

and Tamworth was one of the larger townslBW, with 4600 residents.At that point 80 per cent of
Quirindi § residents were born MSW, 15 per cent came from the British Isles, and there were 10
Chinese men living in the town.

2.41 Chinese connections

Mass migration from China to Australia began in the 1840s and the Chinese soon became the largest
ethnic group. The firstame as indentured labourers but the gold rushes tempted many more to migrate
and try their fortunes in the dings.They were predominatelpale Cantonese from Guangdong or

Amoy (Xiamen) in Fujian Province who were fleeing political instability and civil war. Tassly
broughttheir families and most did not intend to settle. They often arrived in organisgusgroder a

credit ticket systenttin NSW local chapters of the Yee Hing (Yixing) Brotherhgd@e Hing Company

and the forerunner of the Chinese Masonic Sortgured workers paid off the cost of their passage.
Colonial authoritiesupportedhese atlangements as the free movement of Chinese labour fostered
beneficial arrangementsr British ships inChinese ports.
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The Australian Agricultural Company imported Chinese labourers, especially once transportation of
convicts ended and the gold rushes lured workers from the pastoral stations to the diggings. Chinese
people were also attracted to the goldfields, with magading straight from the ship they arrived on to
diggings in the Central West BISW, or Victoria, or walking overland from other coloni€hinese
merchants and workers supported the people living on the diggings, selling tools to miners, arranging
haulag, and growing food for sale, but the vast majority of Chinese on the goldfields were diggers. They
attracted the ire of European miners because, by working in foremanews of 1830 and adopting a
systematic approach, they managed to find gold oniglyings that had been discarded and yield good
finds on fresh claims. In the desperation of the goldfields, success could breed resentment, which was
amplified by racismzoften the Chinese were accused of taking white fhelaims and scapegoated for
thedisappointments suffered by fellow diggeréfter antiChinese riots at the Bendigo goldfield in

July 1854 the Victorian government imposed an entry tax of 10 pounds on Chinese imnaigdatateed
Chinese residents.

The State oNSW, aftertroubles orthe gold fields in the Central West aaderies of vicious riots by
European miners at Burrangong (Lambing Flat) against the Chinese] pass€hinese Immigration
Restriction Actl861 Ships couldnly carryone Chinese man per ten tons of freightibreaches

resulted in fines ofen pounds per persamd everconfiscaion of the vesselAll arriving Chinese,

whether by land or sea, had to pay a fee of ten pounds and those already in the Colony were to register
with a Gold Commissioner or Clerk of Be§essionsChinese people were unable to seek naturalisation,
which was necessary if migrants wished to buy land or, vot# the Act was repealed in 186/Acts
directly aimed at restricting the influx of Chinese were pass&EW in1881 and 1887 ,ral

naturalisation was again stopped for Chinese migrahesfirst act of the Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia was thamigration Restriction Act901, or the MVhite Australia Policyf
which meantChinesemigrants could not become citizens mga Australia until 1957.

Gold was discovered on Australian Agricultural Company lands in 1852 at Nundle and Copeland, near
Gloucester, in 18768.Chinese diggers worked these goldfielelt the time of the Burrangong riots the
Tamworth ExamineandEmpirenewspaper wrote foullyorded reports about thdeep and dangerofis
anti-Chinese feeling lurking in the apparently peaceful diggings at Nundle. The article complained about
pelestial locust$in a pilious swarnfftaking over remunerative goldfiddrom Europeans. Thpld and
inexhaustiblegOakenville Creek on the Peel River was reported t@lmgost entirely in the possession

of the Mongolians, who work over and over again the debris of bygone palmgtltaystrong parties

and peculiar systemiving them in this kind of work an immense advantage over other digg#rs.

seems Chinese were undeterrgd 1866 the Northern Golfields supported 2500 diggers, of whom

half were Chinese.At Bowling Alley Point at Nundle in 1879, a party of 12iG#sewashedup 50

ounces of goldrom an old fieldafter labouring for about seven weeks.

Although most of the Chinese migrants intended to return haonesstayed on thé&iverpool Plains
We can know somthing about them bgxamining applications faraturalisations by Chinese men who
wished to buy property. Manjike Ah Kum and Cha Fook, both from Guangdong, had been at Nundle
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and Bowling Alley Point for two decadesOthers who sought naturalisation were agricultural workers.
John Kan was one ofi¢ labourers imported by the Australian Agricultural Company. He arrived in 1852
and was living at West Pine Ridge Mooki in 1875 when he became naturalised. He described himself as
a bushman and declared s married & christened, desirous of selecgimgaking himself a home.
Arrived per Port Stephens Company, Captain Lawfsddamuel Ring was a shepherd at Warlandi

Range near Murrurundi. He had arrived in 1860 and sought naturalisation in 1875 apdsbesd to

hold real propertfiand wishing to be enabled to hold larffdUlong, also a shepherd, arrived in the same
year and was at Werris Creek in 1874 when he said hgbeairous of freehold land selection under
provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation AgtJohn Sydney arrived inBb2 and was a steward in his

70s when he appligd 1872:» Thomas Danswan (Dunswan) sought naturalisation in 1876, and gave his
occupation as farmer and said gdesires to purchase Crown Land in District of Murrurufdi

Chinese market gardeadornedmany townsn NSW,including those on the Liverpool Plains. Dorothy
Durrant refers to &hinese market garden tre creek nearVerristonfwoolshedrun byLee Cum
Chean At Willow Tree, a man named Chang had a market garden negirethent rodeo ground
according to Durrant, he was ancestor of Victor Changje lateheart specialistsThe 1891 Census
mentions 10 Chinese men living in Quirindi a&bkinese gardenevgorked on thereek flatsat Quirindi

In 1890, a Chinese man called Jimmy Ah Dett reved hisparamouffSarah Donalds and buried her in
his Quirindi market garden, telling neighbours she had run away to Glen-#inek399 a Qurindi boy
was charged with destroying vegetables in the garden belonging to a man called Sow.

In 1902 market gardener Jong Jack sent a young relative to the Quirindi Public Sobabhoys were
unable to resist tormenting the boy for his language aaskd

The lad seems to be a quiet, decentlittllow, eager to learn #manners ad customs of bis
adopted country? if his schoolmates will onlyet him. The other morning in school orteoy
could not resist the temptation of interfering with the pigtithe youth from far Cathay, and
caused a swell of indignatiomithin the brain of te tormented. It waonly a joke Therecess
time arrived, and on gettingtd the playground, the celestiawent forthis white schoolfellow
like a small hurrica@and plaed himhors de combain a trice. This was another jekThe
Chines boy then left the sene, saying a lot of thigs in his own languag&he headmaster, upon
beinginformed of the matteigrasped the situation at once, and inducectthuant to reten to the
school, and promisedémext boy who irgrfered with the headpéceof the yellow boy a good
wholesome licking.

The advent of thémmigration Restriction Act 1904everely restricted arrivals. Those who could not

pass an English dictation test were excluded. The test caught up with many Chinese people who had poor
paperwork tmarket gardener Willie Chong, who had worked in Quirindi and Tamworth and registered

as amalien during the Great War, was sentenced to six mdh#rs labour at Wagga Wagga for failing a
dictation test and being unable to prove he had been in the country before 1901.
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Chinese businesses were also part of the main streets of the townkigétheol PlainsWing Wah

had a shojin Station Steet, Quirindiin 1901and dher weltknown families in the commercial life of
Quirindi wereSing Sing, Nighjoy, Gilbert Sue, and Mew SyrA Chinese firm from Quirindi opened a
branch store in Wallabadah in the 18805t Werris Creek, the Sun On Lee Company was a-luebwn
Chinese businessDennis Hickey was convicted of assaulting Ah Yen outside the ch@rafstp in
Quirindi in 1895« Gangs of labourers were noted in Quirindi, burr cutting, in & in 1923 Willy
Joey Shing was found suffering on the Northern Road eight miles from Quiyaittialihis leg practically
burned off below the knefyet stoically refusing assistance. Tlag was amputated at Quirindi
Hospitalss

Stories of deatsometimes revealing of the lives of Chinese people in the district. Lee War Ick travelled

to Sydney for medical treatment in 1911 but died in a house in Campbell Street in Surbgtdiéshe

could be treatedsCampbell Street was, at that time, a favoured area for Syglynese families, so it

is fair to assume Ick was seeking support with Chinese relatives and friends. In February 1919, the death
of the Chinese storekeepgifoung in the influenza pandemic at Quirindi caused a rush on inoculation
centres« The panic was widespreatlyoung had recently travelled from Melbourawed newspapers

reported he had been trying to bring his wife to Austealiatruth, his wife Amy waslready here and

had borne him two childrertheir fate is discussed @i2.3.

2.4.2 Migrants from Europe and the Middle East

There was some German migration in the nineteenth century, which was noted at Quipolly and Gaspard
where names lik8tenz, Grosl.eis, Grossler, Cramer (Kremgylanted vineyards and orcharding.
German residents were interned during the Great War and the vast majority were deported afterwards.

George Kinclhof CosmosPhotographicStudio inthe QuirindiGazette Chambers in Geor§ewas a

Dane George Danna Syrian hada store in Station $¢etQuirindi, and property just south of town.

Other Syrians includeArthur Saadywhostartedn business in Quirindn 1937 and stayefir 32

yearsy Anthony Assef & Sons also begantie 1930sLebanesé\ustralianOlympic wrestler Edward
Scarf was born iQuirindi in 1908 togrocerMichael Scarf (formerly Alissisaind his wife Amelia, nee
Zraysartys: The father ofSisterEllen Savage, who survived the sinking of the hospital Skdpaur in
1943was Russianher mother was Nurse Sarah Mulheron of Quirindi District HosBt8).s* Indian
hawkers appear in the historic record and there were some stores in the area run by Indians, such as
Ramatulla in southern George Street, Quirindd &miler & Co. in Willow Treex

" 1[2"*2)/1899K>!

#I$QSSQRQ[QIB-1(*@ *$&02 $23P&-2( AR&-'2*@8 1Q2+25)cc8ON));<==74*>+1@>*2=?4*¥)RAELIHCHBHC>

#1[2"+2)1899K !

#1DeZ_Z'[Z4"# §*.(@*23T*. @Y% +-'A CERIQ2+25)cHK813));<==24*>+1@>*2=24*¥")C08:8:E8:KE:

#1Z"7Sed N IPWZ HS!"# $-104@ @ N'SBIR2.+@RHIX*GLH:L<:>13));<==24%>+1 @>*2=?4*¥)R0& ILKKLLBB>

#9#6 ZPZHX" IQP%Z'TH] K. 25@#®BB-1 QS 1Q2+25)HBEBIR));<==74*>+1@>*2=24*¥)C08COHIEBKS>

#R[Q6%!A IP%Z QXQ"™" $+0&'("  T* @BN 14 THEIF27&H::< 1833));<==74*>+1@>*2=?4*¥788& 9L EclcB 3!

42 [|Q6%!IQADeZ_Z'[Z!"# K-28ENEA'2¥A:H: H4833));<==24*>+1@>*2=74*3)RO&S88BI99CH>

#UX|SR,e_ "] IX]"QP] 16, IP,e"6_n ’ I'# B.7# 248 *@EBCINGA 2 A:H:H483));<==24%>+1@>*2=74*3")80&:: K. EBOKH>

#(IX 1#.1))4638D2(; 1446+ 44&GI8K

#HI1T(IT*'GI&)*4/1" &O1#12)31$*4&5*2Cl)3&IW'&*)I$*/189:B>

$4[2"?)< ID2('(?CfH:HIHEH Ic:>!

$11617 W&/ %-/ [CO¥C |_(.3¥CIU:H9e:HCOVNIQ25) *4(*(.)(17%G I1-IR(1++;3GI"*)(17*4IP&?) &R (1+*;3GIQ25) *4(*P*)(1?7*4!
e?(@&5()8));<==*CA>*?2>&C2>*2=A(1+"*3GEB0+'CJ(.3*C 1:B8E=)&yg)8ILKLRAA(S3&E'5)(A3+C.1;G 189985

$IN2 ICAW' L& H#*@*+ QA4 H:8-HCKVIQ25) *4(*F(.) (17* 'GIL-IR(1+;3GI™) (1 7*4IP&?) &1-R(1+*;3GIQ25) *4(*P*)(1?*4le ? (@& 5 ()G/
3));<==*CA>*?2>&C2>*2=A(1+"*;3G=0@@R| K8=)&()8BHIA4 (53R 5)(?3+C.1;G 189:84

$HD[%H#IF12'2*41-43-E IUR'&&IM}-6 BRUP 14BG28M}619: U@*?8MpI:K IUX*7 [&*?V3

17



I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

Figure 3: Mr Assef, Muir & Robert Taylor, J R Taylor, J R TayfoAl Bakery,
Quirindi, Sate Library of New SouthWales (hereafter SLNS\WWjcp_04048

2.4.3 Greek connections

The Liverpool Plains is part of an influential Greek diaspora that connected families in the Upper Hunter,
Gunnedah, Armidale, Tamworth, Lismore and Mullumbimby with Sydney and the Blue Mountains.

Greek familiesvho made their home in Quirindi included tatsoolis Kepreotes (Kypriotis) and

Aroney (Aronis) families, who operated thBusy Bee CafZ in George Stre@idNiagara Cafe in Station

Street, Quirindi. George Fardoulas baseth Werris Creels These families were, like so many Greek

cafZ ownersni NSW, from the island of Kythera. The Aroney family was the most far reaching

Nicholas Aroney had a Greek cafZ at Central Station in Sydney, and Aroneys operated The Paragon CafZ
in Katoombawere baseth Narrabrifrom at least 1931, and were wéthown in Penrithse

In 1916 John Comino wrotdfe in Australia [Zoi En Afstralliajo encourage Kytherans to take up
opportunities in Australia, funding the book by subscriptions paid by those featanedof those who

chose to pay waBanagiotiZach Kypriotis, who was just 21 and had settled in Australia at the age of 16
and, after éur years continuous work, bought a shop in Quira@ireek historian Peter Tsicalas has
written about the Greeks in Quirindi and Werris Creek. These long extracts are worth quoting as they
convey the intensity of community amongst Greek migrants imeortNSW from 1900 to 1950 and the
spread of their influence:
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Quirindi

It $ a fair bet that the Panaretos of either Moree or Inverell had a branch [in Quirindi] by 1902
when the 18yr old Potamonian, Leonidas George Gengos, turned up on the first todin out
Circular Quay. He remained for 3yrs, followed by another 3yrs trespassing in the Spyro
Panaretos possessions of Tingha and Glen Innes prior to infiltrating Vic Paf§avéitee
stronghold. His brothers, Angelo and Vasilios, spent about 6mths her@8rb&éfbore descending

on Walgett for a short period. By 1909 they were all partners in the expanding firm of Peters &
Co at Inverell, which at that time had branches at Tingha, Moree, Walgett and Wagga.

In 1904 Kypriotianika farewelled 12yr old Peter Zadb&epreotes who brought the village
colours to Quirindi about 5yrs later. In 1914/15 he passed the standards to the Venardos and
returned to Kythera to impress Eustratia Samios, but got caught by the war and upon eventual
return in 1921 decided to detawrjoin his brother Spiro, who had in the meantime remounted
the family crest in front of the Strand cafZ at Werris Creek.

Mick Venardos and family remained through to the end of the war, leaving the shop to their
employees, Angelo and Andrew Peter Chaisti, who then dug in for many years. Another
Christiano, Sotirios Peter, turned up post war and, after sampling the cooking, decided to open
his own bootmaking business.

The Katsoulis Bros, Jim and Spiro, the sons of Nick James of Lockhart, arrivedla abyears
after the Christianos to spice up the catering competition.

Sometime in the late 1930s the Christianos moved on to Tamworth, apparently leaving the
welcome mat for the return of the Kepreotes of Werris Creek. And also by the late 1930s
Theofaris and Cosmas Megaloconomos of Agia Peliga had arrived in town to lecture the locals
on the health benefits of consuming vast amounts of fruit and veggies.

Werris Creek

Kypriotianika established a sister village relationship with the railway town of Wemesk in

1910 through their elusive ambassador George Peter Kepreotis, who was reinforced by junior
consuls, 14yr old Emmanuel Theo Kepreotes and 18yr old Spiro Zacharias Kepreotes, in 1914,
Spiro became a roving emissary 6mths later, presenting himtiedgl@round various Tableland

and Hunter towns until returning to take over the head office in 1918 after the others were
reassigned. Emmanuel eventually opened a consulate at Gunnedah while George was sent on a
secret mission.

Spiro, who landed in 1918ew the flag alone until 1921/22 when he was joined by his brother
Peter who, refreshed after a workout with the Greek army, immediately began to beget the next
generation of Werrispriotians with his bride Eustratia Samios. It was getting a bit crowtledl b
late 1920s prompting Spiro to move back to Quirindi, one of his old short duration haunts.

Contributing to the overcrowding was George Con Fardouly and family who had turned up from
Molong around the same time as Peter returned to the kitchen ahliséstd one of the

ubiquitous White Rose Cafes. They were still there when Peter died during WW2 and Eustratia
and the children carried on the business into the late 1940s, at which§ifelidved Spiro

returned to carry on the family association vifte place, another rare island of True Believers

in the surrounding sea of the Country Party.
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For some obscure reason Werris Creek was chosen as the venue for the first meeting to form
AHEPA [Australasian Hellenic Educational Progressive Association]géhtogether was

initiated by Nick Harry Andronicos of Scone and Jim George Zantiotis of Warialda who rounded
up the usual suspects. In August 1934 the 32 attending Greeks elected the following committee:
Nick Andronicos (President), Lambros Megaloconoraad Phillip Feros (Vice Presidents),

Chris Souris (Secretary), Jim Zantiotis (Asst Sec) and Lambros Souris (Treasurer), with
Emmanuel Kypriotis, Harry Fardouly, Angelo Christianos, John Moulos, Nick Feros, Peter
Kypriotis, Sarantos Souris, Dimitrios Catdis, Emmanuel Aroney and Anthony Barboutis, as
nonexecutivemembers. (Thank you Denis Conomos)

The Werris Creek meeting to which Tsicalas ref@surredn May 1934. AHEPAis part of the largest
Hellenic Association in the world with chapters in theitedd States, Canada, Greece, Cyphusstralia

and New Zealand. The American Hellenic Progressive Educational Assoeiasosstablished in 1922

by Greek Americans to protect Hellenes from prejudice and discrimin&®@ber Kypriotis (also spelled
Kepreotis) had a shop in Single Street in Werris Creek and was naturalised in 1928 at the same time as
Nick Andronicus, who was from Scordts goalswere educational:

It is felt by members of the Association that having adopted Australia as a home aradaipt m

as a place wherein money may be accumulated, their children should be trained to become truly
Australian in outlook and citizenship; in short, be what they are by bir&ustralians. At the

same time citizenship in evanbroader sense will be incalted, one thahat is a basic principle

of Christianity itself2 the duty of a man to his neighbayr

The first threeAHEPA conferences were held in Werris Creek, Gunnedah and Armile&onference
returned to Werris Creek in 1938dMLA HC Carter and MHA VC Thompson attended, along with
Archbishop Timotheos Evangelinidi the Greek Church in Australia and MKdkotakis, Consul

General for Greece in Australi@dHEPA remains active today, and its corporate history acknowledges
theorganisation had its origins in Werris Creek.

2.4.4 Postwar migration

Dorothy Durrant makes mention of Italian prisoners of war in the district during World War I, some of
whom returned agNew Australiangafter the waseFurther research is required to assess how many

Italian internees there were in the district and when they might have retliheQuirindi District

Historical Society has, according to Durrant, copies of photographs from local naturalisation ceremonies.
Americans Roy and Lois Eykamp are American migrants who arrived in the 1960s and have transformed
agriculture in Quirindi with their inventions (95).
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3.1 NSW theme Agriculture

The black soil farmland on the Liverpool Plains is some of the most prized in the ¥zttt
unrivalled in Australia for its drought resistant groundwater supplies and ability to reliably
produce higkyielding summer and winter crops.

Recent work by Bill Gammage and Bruce Pascoe has summarised a vast body of research into
Aboriginal land maagement practices and promoted wide recognition of the ways Indigenous

Australians farmed countryOn the Liverpool Plains, Aboriginal people hunted but also cultivated the

land, using fire and digging. Women, in particular, ensured the supply of viegetald fruit as well as

seeds. Thomas Mitchell observed dried native quandongs at a disused campsite and the cultivation of
yams as well as pigweed and Warrigal spinach. Pigweed, mulga, sterculia, nardoo and dheal seeds were
ground into cakes, while sedtlWilliam Gardiner noticed a native barley grass was used to make:bread.

As Pascoe points out, there is extensive research to show that these valued food plantswiienot

but were domesticatedlAboriginal people developed monocultures and fost#ine growth of plant
communities that met their dietary needs, such as grasslands and yam beds.

In nearly 200 years of white settlement on the Liverpool Plains, farmers have adapted their traditional
European farming practices to the heavy black sdithe Liverpool Plains to produce wheat, sorghum
and sunflowers. Whegrowing became possible with new seed varieties and mechanisation improved
tillage, handling and transportatiofobacco has been a useful crop during times of drawRétent
innovaions in irrigation tapping aquifers, and #oil management have enabled more diverse agriculture
and broadacre farminghe lighter soils of the ridges have responded well to fertiliser applications, while
the addition of zinc to the black soil has beadsyields:

3.1.1 Wheat

Early settlers to the region grew grain crops for domestic consungstibeold angurplus.In the

period 1860 to 188@vheat growing moved away from the coastal ared$SW to the inland, owing to
outbreaks of wheat rust iastal crops and the availability of land due todloser settlement

encouraged by the Robertson Land Actee NSW Government tried to encourage wiggatving in

the northwest but the heavy soils of the Liverpool Plains meant it was bieeking wok. RJ Pollock
farmed just east of Quirindi and cultivated the soil with a wooden plough that had no wheels and was
drawn by six bullocks. He reaped with a sickle and threshed the wheat with ®fidck diversified,
becoming gastoral agent in Quirdi and invesihg in hotels (se8.2).

The distance from commercial markets, difficulties with transport and the unavailability of suitable
strains of wheat possibly worked as a disincentive to dacgdéecultivation. Into the early twentieth
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century farmers persisted with the ancient and difficult Scottish plough designs, crops were generally
sown and harvested by hand, and wheat winnowed and threshed by teams of labourers.

New technology was gradually introduced from other areas. AmerigivizCormick horsedrawn

harvesters were available in the lateeteenttcentury.Around 1908 the Australian bultV McKay &

Co harvester was first demonstrated in the regi@main elevators were constructed along the railway

lines of NSWfrom 1920 These structures facilitated the storage and transport of bulk quantities of

cereals, gradually replacing the tedious and labour intensive processes of bagging wheat and other crops
for transport. Despite this some farmers continued to bag wheat weltie 19608

Eric Rolls noted theole of mechanisation ithe postwapush to increase land under crops:

Farmers fitted their old tractors with rubber tyres or bought new tractors already equipped with
rubbers. They fitted old generatobstteries and lights and drove night and day. The cold at

seven or eight kilometres an hour on an open tractor on a frosty night is unbelie §faitaken

off two pairs of gloves and slapped my hands together till my fingers had enough feeling to open
my penknife to cut the twine on the bags of seed. My toes pained through two pairs of socks and
boots thrust inside a cocoon of wheatbags seven thfigkthought of knocking off but the lights

of other tractors whose drivers were braving it have kept are tistupefied by noise and cold

we sat and spiralled round our paddocks sowing wheat.

New, rust resistant varieties of wheat such as Federation were introduced at the beginning of the
twentiethcentury makingfarming moreviable inland and encouragifgoader cultivation of wheat.

3.1.2 Dairying and smallholdings

Although the soils of th Liverpool Plains are predominately black soil, some parts were amenable to
smallholdings, with the right technology, as journalist Harold M Mackenzie observedradbeation
Droughtyear of 1897:

The soil for agricultural purposes been Quirindi andNVallabadah, is mostly of a rich loamy
character, and easily worked, it being quite possible, even after a fall of two or three inches, to be
on the fields ira short time and working witthe ploughs. In places, such as Mr. Gral§afor

example, it is que possible to reap from six to seven crops of lucerneeiyear, equal for soil

and returns to anything seen in the neighbourhood of the Maitkands

Another very marked feature in connection with the working of farms hereabouts, is the
possession of aigultural machinery by a great number, the hum and whirr of strippers being
heard on all sides.s

Small farmers became established around Quirindi in the early 1890s when the station was subdivided by
its owner into town lots and small farms which daydbecame poultry farms and agricultural

enterprisess Underwood had a vision of converting the area into a dairying district and drove the

Quirindi Dairying Ceoperative until his untimely death in a riding accident put a stop to thosesplans.
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Figure 4. GE Kinch,Model farm fgytonffAdam and David York on horses with their mother Mrs Hamilton Yark Sn
Quirindi, SLNSWhbcp_04168

Nevertheless, dairyingecame established, along with a unique form of socgnisationtthe dairy
co-operative The 1890s was a period of considerable innovatictSkv +it was the time of the labour
movementfriendly societies, selfielp andcooperative societie$his phenomenon can be seen all over
the Liverpool Plains, ishearerglunions, pastoralists organisations, anddmdfarning. Dairy farmers
formed cooperatives and pooled resources to faithries to producmilk, butter and cheesend ship
them to marketCo-operatives made it easier for small farmers tgisertheir local area and sell into
distant markets at a time when social reformers in large cities were hungry for pure milk supplies to
combat astonishing rates of infant mortality owinggiemmer fevef{gastroenteritis). Some of these co
operatives beame mainstays of the dairying industry and have survived to the present day, such as
Norco, which began in 1894 as the Byron Bmged North Coast Fresh Food & Cold Storage Co
operative Company Ltd and now supplies Coles Supermarkets, and Bega Chesdsbegdun in 1899

as a dairy cooperative and in recent years listed on the Australian Stock Exchange.

Norco and Bega were founded in environs where there was abundant good soil, a beneficial climate, and
a near constant supply of watehich was not thease on the Liverpool Plains. Nevertheldssjuly

1894there were four butter factories under developmertie share list of the Wallabadah Cool Climate
Co-operative Dairy Company Ltd was filled to the extent of 400 shares and the Castle Mountain
Farmers{Produce Association formed at the same time. Newspapers of the time reported that the
members of the coperatives were encouraged by an agent to produce butter, as it was more
remunerative than dairy The Quirindi Cooperative Dairy Company was a cooperative of 12 suppliers
manyon the former Underwood Estatnd was established in 1894.

A cynical observer, Mackenzsaidfarmers around Quirindi needed to learn to work with their heads,
rather thantteir handdo cope withdry seasons and the dairy farmers of Quiripdive yet to learn that
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bad dairy cows eat just as much as good §ifr@sthermore, théivestock was rought descended from
the old station herds hereabofitsand bettesuited to beke Mackenzie praised the manager of Castle
Mountain, Mr Foot, who was growirgpecificcrops to feed hidyrshirecows Mackenzie alsariticised
local farmers fofailing to use manurt benefitsoil and improvesrops andoted that some farmers
even tigpedmanure into creeks

Figure5: On the Tom Upperton Turnoff, Castle Mountain Butter Factory, ¢ 1908SWhbcp_04067This building burned to
the ground in 1914, according Tthe Maitland Weekly Mercury 10 January 19t#tp://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle128072692.

Mackenzie visited Quirindi the following week andtedthe effect of one of the most severe droughts
since white settlement. The-op factoryreceived milk from many Quirindi farmers, including Messrs
Begg and Pollock, who operated a smaller holding as well as the Imperial Hotel inttoaurid process
500gallons (2,273 litres) in good years. Theagerative had just established the Quirindi Butter

Factory, which processed up to 300 cans, or 3000 gallons (13,640 litres) of cream daily in the summer
months: The skim milk left from the cream was giventie@ farmers for free and fed to pidg.that

stage the plant was not yet refrigera@d 0.2) Mackenzie noted that Mr Underwobdd driven the

project to such a degree that it was called Undenfofadtory:

The Quirindi co-op survived well into theatentieth centuryThe Quirindi Ceoperative DairyCompany
Ltd changedts name to Quirindi Caperative DairySociety Limitedin 1925:« It did not recorda loss
until the1950s:s The former Quirindi Central Butter Factory stands at 14 Smith Street.
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3.1.3 Market gardening

As noted at 2.4.1Chinese rarket gardens were established in a few locations on the banks of
watercourses with a regular supply of watéegetable gardening was not the exclusive domain of
Chinese settlers. Conditionsrimanyriver and creek valleys of the distrisere suitabldor vegetable
growing and selectors grew vegetables to supplement their incomes from other farming activities.

3.1.4 Irrigation
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Figure 6:'Demonstration of Steam Well Water Boridgntractors +Quirindi, SLNSW, bc®4026

The task of getting water when and where it is needed has long perplexed the farmers of the Liverpool
Plains.Eric Rolls described waterpumpingdevice installed in the Chinese market garden in
Coonabarabrawho had:

« D KRUVH GULYHQ GHYLFH RI WKHLU RZQ PDNLQJ« $ ZLGH HQ:
wooden slats nailed on at intervals ran under the water and up through a wooden-ghannel.

Early settlers understood there was water in aquifers undsoilrendbegan pumping for it as early as
they could, as the image of boring equipment above, which dates from around 1910V¢imokvslls
dotted the Quirindi landscape.

American migrant Roy Eykamp, who arrived in the 198@® 9.25) introduced a rangof technical
innovations to the local area that enabled farmers to introduce irrigation and expand dryland farming.
Eykamp developed a method to tap the aquifers beneath the farm, modifying pipes with holes that
enabled him to draw water through the giaveds without blockages. Eykamp also built a land plane
that enabled farmers to level their land to facilitate irrigation
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3.1.5 Flour milling

Wheat was taken to larger centres for milling until John Lindsay Tebbutt, who had owned a mill in
Murrurundibut extended his business to Quirindi and Wallabadah, established the first grain mill in
Quirindi. This twestorey brick building, located in Fortune Street, was located across the creek from
their store, which meant it had a good water supply. It wagpdo-date gtonefmill, located on the main
route to Wallabadah, so was waled by farmers but Tebbutt encouraged them further by offering a
silver cup valued at £10 to the farmer who grew the best bag of wheat within 15 miles (24 kilometres)
radius ofthe mill. It was officially opened on the Prince of Waesthday, 9 November 1875. It was
destroyed by fire in 1905.

JL Tebbutt & Co. later established a store in Loder Street with a branch in Wallabadah that opened in
1878. Tebbutt also built a storext to the Terminus Hotel in George Street in 1877 to take advantage of
traffic from the railway, and a twstorey residence. The Tebbutt family were very active in the early
commercial and sporting life of Quirindi.

Alfred E Tebbutt, partner in the Tiebtt family business, purchased four acres on the eastern side of
Allnutt Street in the 1880s. He subdivided this land, naming Freetrade Street as a reflection of his
political alignmentTebbutt was a trustee of the School of AHs house still standst 13 Allnutt

Street.
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3.2 NSW theme Commerce

The Gamilaroi people almost certainly traded precahjects like stones, shells, carving implements
and weapons, as well ashreswith other language groups, often at ceremonial gatherings like
corroborees. Europeans introduced commet@alsactions for currency to the area, and developed an
economy that initially served the needs of squatters, remote workers and travellers.

3.2.1 Hotels

The earliest European commercial undertakings in the region appear to have been inns and hostelries,
which are sometimes referred to psusegpr pccommodation housd S hey were established close to

river crossings or on specific transport routes at logical stopping places. In the days of horse transport
facilities for blacksmiths, farriers, and thepeér of livery were vital services, as was a place to rest at

night. Enterprising proprietors soon added general stores to their businesses. Hotel proprietors served
nearly every need of their community in the early years and the money they made frafimgrovi
accommodation and meals, serving drinks, and providing post and even banking services, enabled them
to buy town land and build considerable wealth. It is worth pointing out that many hotels were owned
and operated by squatters.

From 1825, licenses fqrublic houses were approved by courts and issued from the office of the
Colonial Treasurer. Squatters often established tk€sorge and William Loder, who staked out a

claim at Quirindi in 1829, also held the licence for the Barley Mow on their lavfridsor from 1830

to 1833ys Dorothy Durrant states she received information that the first known business to cater to
travellers and teamsters at Quirindi was that operated by William Roche or Roach off Stalon, at
junction of the route north tbamworth and the route northest via Breeza and Gunnedah. Roach
obtained a wine and beer licence for his house in 1843, which was astimghe well-ventilated(

shanty set in awild and woody scen§Roach was an exonvict who had been transportedlB27 for
abduction and worked for the Loders as a shepherd at Patricks Plains before moving to the Liverpool
Plains, where he married@.This author could not locate anyone called Roach who was transported in
1827 and there were no publicdhisences isued in the area in 1843, but Roach was certainly ttere
October of that yeaFhe Maitland Mercuryeported the death of a bullock driver whose head was
crushed by a dray at Roaghaccommodation houggThe paper attributed the accident to drink and
complained about the presence of such houses beyond the settled districts. Roach wrote to the editor to
say no incident of the sort had occurred at his house and complained the story injured his business. A
week later Roach took the trouble to call ondaffeces of The Maitland Mercunandthe newspaper
corrected its account to say the death was a terrible accident that had occurr§drawayfrom

Roach$ place and no alcohol was involved.

Durrant states William Telfe§ father purchased Roa$hgpod will and built the first public house in

Quirindi in 1846, but this cannot be verified as publiclinences for this period are logtDurrant says

Telfer, former stock overseer for the AA Company, employed a stonemason from London to build a

brick inn on the site, and later sold it to Isaac Friedman and Ben Nelson. It burned down in 1904. Durrant
says that Ben Cook established an inn in Loder Street that was visible on town maps ihd 88éved

it and established the grand-&ibm Bird in Hand tdtel in 1866

Other early hotels for which licensing records do survive include The Donnybrook Inn at Currabubula
for which John Martin Davis had the license in 1846 ldadry ChiverdThe Willow Treelnn at

Chilcotts Creek (1853). By the 1850s activity on the goldfields at Nundle was pulling traffic west and the
road from Quirindi to Wallabadah became busier. The first licensed publican in Wallabadah was
Christina Lock, who ran the Coach and Horses atalatiah on thegeoonoo Goonoo to Maitland
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Road{(the New England Highway) in 1854. She held it for two years then passed the business to
Richard Chambers.

John Martin Davis opened the Freema$ofrms in Currabubula in 1858.In 1858 George Gurton had
The Squatte§ Home in Quirindiy +

The Marshal MacMahon Hotel was built from 1867 on the intersection of two coach runs at Wallabadabh.
In 1873 William Cropper was the licensee and Denis Hogan took over inf@@¥tographs of both

licensees include the wés and children as well as workers, indicating how much businesses depended
on family networks to survive and prosper. Although Wallabadah declined after the railway passed
through Quirindi, The Marshal MacMahon remains a vital part of the streetscaptllaeghresents the
commercial centre of the village.

g

Figure 7: W Cropper, Licensee (187%) - Wallabadah, NSW,
SLNSWbcp_04075
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Figure 8: Denis J Hogan, Licensee (1883)- Wallabadah, NSWSLNSW, bcp_04074

Hotels proliferated with the railway and new ones were built to capitalise on the railway gangs. Quirindi
Hotel (Native Home) was built in 1876 and later known as D§yllen, while the Royal Hotel (later

called the Bank Hotel) was operoand the same time. The Terminus Hotel was a sistpiey

weatherboard hotel built in 1877, the Exchange Hotel was built in 1878, and the Commercial Hotel was
built by Hugh OWeile on George Street, Quirindi, in 1877. It was single storey when firsrootest

but Ofeile sold the pub in 1884.By 1895 the hotel had a second floor and a fine iron lace balcony.

In the late 18903 he Maitland Mercuryeported that the Imperial Hotel was owned by a Mr Pollock,
who leased the hotel to a Mr Epstein whilergimg on his agricultural business. Judging by historic
photos of the period (see Retail, below) Pollock was ajsstoraldagent.

The Imperial Hotel also sported a fine balcony, which proved its downfall in August 1901 when the hotel
hosted the prizgiving ceremony at the Quirindi Polo Carnival. The crowd gathered on the balcony but

it could not bear the weight of 150 dignitaries and prize winners and collapsed. Many of the members of
the most important families in the district and their distinguighessts from as far away as Mudgee and
Sydney were seriously injured.The balcony collapse attracted attention from Sydney newspapers, who
used a photograph taken by George Kinch to illustrate the disaster.
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Figure 9: Commercial HotelGeorge Street Quirindvith a second storey added in 1895. The building was extended over the
carriageway in 1901, creating three small shops. The over footpath verandah has been r&nialéday and Liverpool
Plains Shire Heritage Gamunity Advisory Committe€pmmunity Based Shire Wide Heritage Study Documents@®04

THE QUIRINDI HOTEL DISASTER.

JL. ’.7:,.‘~<.y-4:.'—-,—.¥1.77 ,:.“ ,'*.‘ —— ——
THE INPEELAL NOTEL, QUININDL
AFTRA THED CAAATON 00N A FYETRLEARS B G al, QLD s,
Figure10: THE QUIRINDI HOTEL DISASTERThe Daily Telegraph 12 August 1901 :htp: S

article237274067+note the drawing is from a photograph by George Kinch

3C


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article237274067
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article237274067

I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

3.2.2 Other forms of trade

Figure 11: Women were active in retailing and food service on the Liverpool Plains and made important contributions to the
local economyMyola Studio Wallsend, Mathes@rBakery in George Street, Quirindi, circa 1915. SLNSW bcp_04049

Retailing in centratommercial districts of towris a phenomenon of the industrial revolutiout has
undergone major changes since the beginning of the nineteenth century. The shopping and commercial
precincts of regional centrégcamegathering and meeting places as pedalvelledto town to stock up

on supplies and transact busindsNSW regional towns the earliest retailers appear to have been
general provider§which soldalmost all the necessities of a growing commuaitg were operated and
owned by locals.

Wallabadah, nearer the goldfields and on the northern road, was a larger and more important settlement
in the 1850s. Nevertheless, the plan of Quirindi was approved in 1856 and the first sale of town
allotments for building was held on 22 December 1856orge Gurton of The SquatfHome bought

several and in 1858 advertised to alpdrties travelling to or from New England, Peel, and Bingera
Diggingsfthat he hadjaid in an entirely fresh assortment of DRAPERY, GROCERY, CLOTHING

&c., ffor the publi¢ at wholesale or retail prices in his Squatt¢tome Store.

Other parties who snapped up town land in Quirindi included hotelier Ben Cook and squatter Andrew
Loder, who by that stage was based at Colly Creek, as well as his brother James Lodes based/at
Quirindi Station at the east of the town. As settlement and road traffic increased, specialist stores and
general providers moved into Quirindi, along with stock and station agents.

The coming of the railway consolidated the town as a hulsddetand major service centre for the
Liverpool Plains and Wallabadah immediately receded in importance. The effect of the railway was felt
long before the line opened, as the town filled with encampments of workers from the early 1870s. The

1ISEAAE NIDI%1EN(?5/1Z>/18AGE>E [+ |v SIE$EBK
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original townhad been laid out along Loder Street but the railway was the impetus for new surveys of
the land on the north, and the creation of new town allotments. New investment in the town came from
Murrurundi businesses. Thomas Boulton Perry bujtcenmodioudktore of framed with colonial pine

and blue gum and clad in iron and sold dry goods near the station and eventually formed Perry, Denshire
& Co. A young Murrurundi blacksmith and wheelwright called Snape set up in the town from 1876 and
blacksmithing and inemongery businesses became increasingly important. JL Tebbutt and Son, a
Murrurundibased retailer, extended his operations to Loder Street in 1874, starting out with a store built
of boards and grey calied’he Tebbutts eventually owned stores and thréuiRe Street flour mill in

Quirindi [see Flour milling, above] as well as a store at Wallabadah. They advertised/iartbeundi
Timesthat they offered merchandiga such prices that the poorest persons may obtain the best articles
at the very lowegtates %

Over time the general provider became less common as retailers began to specialise or to establish
department stores. From the 1870s Syepmesed stores such as Anthony Hordgmailed illustrated
catalogues to customers acrtss statego instruct people dwelling in the country in the theory and
practice of SHOPPING BY POSHIn Quirindi in 1911 JJ Reilly set up his own department store, and
his business still graces the streetscafieeit in new buildingsRowntree and Sons, latealled CS
Rowntree & Co, was another notable store, run by Cameron Sutcliffe Rowntree.

Other key businesses were bakeries and butchers, which initially began in humble buildings like EJ
Trayhurn$ barkroofed slab hut but later built more refined edsdshents. The first chemist, Mr Street,
began operating from the Royal Hotel (Heritage Motel) in 3877.

In the 1880s, after the arrivaf the railway Quirindi grew fourfold to 1139 people. The major public
buildings, like the Court House, Post Offi@shool of Arts and schools were accompanied by a Progress
Association, a newspaper and Quirindi Municipal Council (1890), as well as a set of flourishing social
organisations such as Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows, Loyal Orange Order, trade amosrs, f

and pastoralistfassociations and the friendly societies who ensured people were looked after in times of
trouble and sickness. The town was westablished.
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Figure 13: JJ Reilly§, Mercer & Clothier 1923SLNSWhbcp_04044hThis building replaced JL Tebb&tCommonwealth
Arcade Store, which was destroyed by fire.
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Figure 15: Now part of Sunflower motel, George stre@uirindi, NSWhcp_04164, ¢ 1917, Jack Bridge (with school bag),
Ernest Hamilton and Lex Hamilton. Hamilt§nSmallgoods Shop
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Old-style newspapers carried their classifieds on the front page, which provides a snapshot of local
offerings. In 1906 the front page of tRriirindi Herald and District New$eatured advertisements for
saddlers, harness and collar makers, grocers,rguiiadertakers, stock and station agents and valuers,
dentists, solicitors lending trust moneys, hoteliers, bicycle engfhelops, Comino and Panare§to
oyster and refreshment rooms, hairdressers, tobacconists and painters and decorators. Celien Broth
and Co displayed a picture of their Federal Coach Facpstgblished twenty years right opposite the
goodshed StatieBtreet, Quirindfland offeredjuggies in any design, coaches of any size, sulkies: we
turn out over 100 a yed.A number of spding agents said they communicated with Hobart by every
steamer which indicates how much Quirindi relied on the port of Newcastle and the east coast shipping
trade. At the time Tasmanidach in mineral, pastoral and agricultural resourtemsted aaptal that

was bigger than Newcastle and must have seemed fashionable in comparison

Figure 16: Two horse sulky in George Stre€uirindi, NSWSLNSWbcp_04061, ¢ 1913, F H Watt

The names on these advertisemahtswthat retail was an important sector for wonfe@conomic and
social activities. Many small businesses were run by married couples, even if the business was often
conducted in the ma$ name. Womenwere also sole proprietors of dressmaking businessasgjibg
houses, and retail storeghe Misses M and E Millefsold hot pies, coffee, tea and scones, fruit and
other groceries, A GHalloran was the proprietress of the Terminus Hotel, and Miss Barry sold millinery
and material for fancy work and paintirigiss A Sweeney ran a dressmaking and millinery business in
Allnutt Street next to her sist&rprivate hospital, had secured the services fdfst-classfemployee

from Victoria and wagprepared to execute orders at the shortest nfifioee of the ma interesting
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advertisements for a professional wontlaat ofMrs M ClarancéWhite, jhonorary dental surgeon to the
Quirindi Hospital and Surgeon Dentifthe Poplarg], fvho ranclinics in Murrurundi: (See 39)

Chain stores such as Woolworths, estabtisheSydney in 1924, provided the next challenge to local
retailersis Many countrybased businessemulatedhe model of the chain store by opening branches
across a region. The latest challenge to retailers in regional centres comes from the devefopment
shopping malls in regional centreghich draw more mobile populations towards larger certwebe
detriment of the retailers of smaller towns.

Commercial enterprises helped to sustain the rural industries of the region through the vagaries of
ecoromic and weather cycldsy providing lines of credit

Wool firms carried many farmers through hard times. They stocked everything to do with sheep
from drenches twool bales WDU IHQFLQJ PDWHULDOV HYHQ ERRWV « &
borrow from the wol firms against their next ye&rclip:s

In the early and midwentiethcenturies many small landholders and pastoral workers supplemented
their incomes by trapping rabbits and selling their pelts. Skin Bugbops were an important element of
local economies. The CWA hall in Tooraweenah was originally a wool and skin $syen»

3.2.3 Financial services

As with retailbankingin the Liverpool Plaindegan in the early hotels of the distrithoteliers ran lines
of credit and then acted as agents for baBkshe mid1870s banking was emerging in Quirinthe
Commercal Banking Company (CBC) opened in the Bird in Hand Hotel in thel®iDs tthe safe,
when brought from Murrurundi, proved too big to fit into the hotel so it sat on the verandah for two
years, guarded by pavvy {(railway ganger) called GingerThe Gaowernment Savings Bank of NSW
conducted an agency from the post office in 1.882.

Purposebuilt bank buildings followed in the 1880s. The CBC Bank was initially housed in weatherboard
quarters on the corner of George and Thomas Siretttsformer RoyalHotel, which reopened later as

the Bank Hotel. Ithen moved into 124 George Straell889before building 136 George Streetligdl

It is now the National Australia BanKhe Australian Joint Stock Bank first rented premises in the

School of Arts in 188but then erected an imposing tstwrey bank building and residen@@estpac)

that was designed by noted architect John Sulman between 1889 anth&gdémer Rural Bank

building is now occupied by the Nungaroo Land Coun@&luch buildings indicated bothe aspirations

of the bank, and the bafkexpectations of the town.

In 1880, when the CBC was still in the Royal Hotel, two men held up Mr RA Allen, the manager, and his
wife and sister. The principal in the crime was Jack Bradshaw, who spenty@darszhard labour

writing a book about his exploits call&ticking up of the Quirindi Bank without shedding of blaod

styled himselfthe last of the bushrangefis

The Commercial Banking Company established a branch in the railway taWeraé Creek in 1907, in
Willow Tree in 1912, and in Currabubula in 1934.
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Figure 17: Australian Bank of Commerce, photographedHydohnsonSLNSW04041

3.2.4 Commercial activity in Werris Creek

:HUULV &UHHN LVINQRWQUDVGZRM WRZQ LQ 16: " DV LW LV WKH
exist solely because of thailway « The town grew into a thriving railway service centre

around the railway station astlll today the railway provides the town with much of its wealth,
employment and culture.

There was no settlement at all in Werris Creek in 1877 so the major junctiorexfailway lineswas

VLWHG pLQ VSOHQGLG LVRODWLRQ LQ WKH PLGGOH RI D SDGGRFN
6 L Q J Qe thwn developed with, and because of, the railway, growing to 1000 people by World War

One and to 2500 by the 1950s. It has fallen since to the level it reached at World \WAs @mesult of

this development Single Street, which faces the railway ahgood array @arly-to-mid-twentieth

century commercial buildings. As noted at 2,458ek familieanade their homa Werris Creekrom

the early 191Q0sand historian Peter Tsicalas nicknamed theéemrispriotians The town at the time

boastedarang RI UHIUHVKPHQW URRPV 7URXYLOOHTV /RFR +RWHO DQ

,Q WKH ODWH V 6LQJOH 6WUHHW EXVLQHVYMHWYLDIFIOOFRIHIG 2H R H
the Loco Bakery and David Taylor Merchants and Employédrsoth & Canpany lotels at the time
bore names like The Commercial, Railway, Locomotive and SigAalanuary 1930 fire in Single
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Street destroyed a house and an empty shop, as well as five busid@4sas LHO GV IUXLW VKRS
OF%ULGHYV JDUDJH KRXWYHQJRVOHRDNUEONHU\ DQG ORUDQYV EXWF
the railway was no protection, as there was no appliance available to put out th&/Finefield was

later charged with arsoa.

An illustration of the special flavour the presence of thieveai and its unionised workers gavethe

commercialife of Werris Creekvas a January 1948 boycdiix trade unions anthe uKRXVHZLYHV Y| RI
thetown blackbannedwo bakersvho had withdrawnheir delivery carts from the roallecause the

they considexd thefixed price of 7! d deliveriespy G LG Q.PWing tha fioycott theVRZQ TV EUHDG ZL
supplied by a Currabubula baker and from Tamworth and Newc@ls#eunions considered making the

issue a test case for other bakers who had removed theiaga#s the staieandcontemplated setting

up a cooperative

Although the police cleared the pickets the bakers capitulated after a week and agreed to pay the rate
the Sydney communist newspageibunesaid it was a victory for the people who had shown by their
public-spirited example that prices could be kepwvddf the community was roused to action. The
Tribunealso gave credit to the Combined Union Committee and local communists, including a local cafZ
proprietor, Roy Mo__e, who was said to have released his communist employee to assist the bread
deliveries( The author of this history wishes to point out that she is not hiding the identity of this cafZ
proprietor zunfortunately there is a break in the print in the article.
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3.3 NSW theme Communication

The story of communication in the Liverpool Plains region is tied to the developments that occurred in
the technology of communications during tlieeteenth and twentiettenturiesPost services began in
the early 1850s, and the area hadnfakpost and telegraph offices by the 1870s.

Quirindi established air servicd®m thewhich formed a vital part of the communications network in
the twentieth century. These are covered in Transport, below.

3.3.1 Postal services

Postal servicewere spplemented by telegraphic communication, then the introduction of telephone
services and ongoing developments in electronic communication. At various times posts have been
carried by horses, horse drawn coaches, trains and motor vehicles.

As Durrant putstj Quirindi remained a backwater while the main road north passed through
Wallabadah, so until the 1850s residents had to go there to transact any postal bRsstatservices
were established at Quirindi in January 1858 after a petition by resiuleicts was successful despite

the fact the town consisted of little more than The Squ&ttéome Inn, Benn Codk accommodation
house and George Shipt8rblacksmitH§ forge. The post office was based in The Squ§ttdome Inn

and Gurton was the postmastWhen Gurton sold to Thomas Trevor, Trevor took over as both
innkeeper and postmaster. Ben C&odtepdaughter later became postmistress and the post office
eventually moved to the grand-2@om Bird in Hand Hotel After passing through various fanaifi who
were engaged in a variety of trades including schools and stores, a telegraph office was built adjacent to
the Royal Hotel on George and Thomas Streets in August 1877. It had the telegram call sign QI. The
new post office was, however, located aenfilbm the new railway station and residents were irritated by
the separation of post and telegraph functions. Thomas Dickson was appointed Post and Telegraph
Master in June 1878, although he was unhappy with his accommodation in the brick Exchange Hotel.
The current post office was built in 1884 and Dicka@spostmaster until 1904 .

The Government Savings Bank of NSW conducted an agency from the Quirindi post office ¢n 1882.
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3.3.2 Newspapers

)
0

Figure 18: Quirindi Gazette office 1905. Advertisements fboape Dramatic Comparfperformance on Saturday 20 January
+SLNSWbcp_04018

Most local news was reported in Murrurundi, Tamworth or Hunter Valley newspapers until the advent of
the weeklyQuirindi GazetteandLiverpoolPlains Advocataround 1883. Its founder and proprietor was
William Hawker. Durrant reports that the newspaper survived until 1925, when it mergatewith
Quirindi Heraldto become thQuirindi Advocate Hawker soldThe Gazettéo George Bodie in 1895

and took up other ventures before coming back to Quirindi and working fQuinedi Herald. This
newspaper had been founded in 189Q@asindi Argusby Norman Jeffriesto reflect differing views on
the creation of the Quirindi municipalias well as the great political divide of the atjée Arguswas

an antimunicipal Free Trade newspap@hile The Gazettevas premunicipality and Protectionist.

Those against the municipality resisted taxation, so tended to align themselves wittetfieaBle
movement (as would most pastoralists and capitalists of the period) whereas those supporting the
municipality were of a progressive ideology that guided the thinking of many in the labour movement.
This social divide persistedthe Werris Creek @ronicle and Liverpool Plains Recardstablishedn

1911by AE Perkinsand later taken over by Jeffsie was blackbanned by union members in the 1917
Great Strikes

Jeffriess sold thArgusto Ashley Needham Pountnewnd then returned to start tQaiirindi Magpiein
1898,which became thelerald and eventually merged withhe Gazettén 1925. TheQuirindi Gazette
building is 124 George Street akthgpiewas at 46 Station Street from 1901 to 1921.
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Figure 19: Herald Buildng. This still stands in Station StregQuirindi, SLNSWbcp_04101, Dick Hawker, William Hawker,
Harold Hawker, Quirindi "Heraldpffice, ¢ 1914
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3.3.3 Radio communications
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Figure 20: Radio station OA2HC in “Yarramayorth fhomestead. Includes collection of QSL cards on,Malember 1931
H R Carter SLNSWbcp_04106

Radio broadcastan began in Australia it919with AWA in Sydneyandradio station®nly developed

in the 1920sIn the late 1920sadio clubs formed across the country, enabling communities to acquire a
high-end set, listen to broadcasts from Sydney and interstate, amdwocate with other clubs. They

were often based at public schools, Schools of Arts or motor garages and were a popular indoor leisure
activity xadio listeners and technology buffs collaborated to enjoy the new information technology.
Quirindi was one ofhefirst communities to establish a radio club, having done so by June Ea2#o

clubs helped women organise welfare initiatives across a broad territory (see 7.4).

Quirindi radio enthusiasts established their own B class broadcasting stationirediQRev E Barker

was granted a licence to experiment for six months broadcasting services from the Methodist Church and
guch other items on other nights of the week that may be of interest or entertainment to l{Steaers.
transmitting set was assembled by Ray Cartg¥aframan NortH[ a well known experimentgand

Messrs Kimsey and Fraser.

The first broadcast was on 12 February 1928, when the annual harvest festival was put to air on a
wavelength of 235 metre$he radio station could reach anyone with a-gakve set within a 50 mile
radius of Quirindi whereas in most parts of the gmalalic worship was only conducted once a month.
The enthusiasts believed it was the first church to broadcast its own senAeesradia¢ In 1931,Radio
station OA2HQwas operating fromYarraman NortH]
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3.4 NSW theme Environment - cultural landscape

The area covered by Liverpool Plains Shire, is within the traditional lands of the Gamilaroi
(Kamilaroi/Gomeroi) people. There is extensive and rich evidence of the connection of Gamilaroi
cultural practices dating back thousarud the years, and of the resilience of the Gamilaroi nation.

The whole of the Liverpool Plains is a cultural landscape. While it has a particular geography, its
grasslands were likely shaped by the Gamilaroi over thousands of years using technigesgkf f

farming which promoted grasses on the flats and encouraged the growth of food plants as well as game.
The islands were left as refuges for people and animals and would have been particularly valuable during
floods.

Since colonisation, white sedtls have reshaped the land by introducing herds of hoofed animals. Land
owners have created dams and manipulated the flows of rivers. The creation of road and travelling stock
routes has also influenced the landscape. Pastoralism disrupted the local bgdtugpping traditional
Gamilaroi methods that limited tree cover and scrub and promoted grasses. They also introduced virulent
weeds4n 1903 pariegated thistl§were so thick on the low larat Blackvillethat gtock cannot get

among them; in placebey are six and seven feet high. Stock travelling are confined to the bar§ road.

3.4.1 Gardensand plantings

Quirindi had only one park for many years, on the corner of Henry and Rose Sthedisiderwood
Memorial Gates were built at the entrance in 1&&rant reports that the former Quirindi police
paddock was converted to RSL Pailkhere were Chinese market gardens at Quirindi and on the
Werriston river flats. (See 2.4.1 and 3.1.3).

Willow Tree also had tennis courts built in the park area. The King George V Memorial Gates were built
at the entrance in 1935. There is also a recreation/rodeo ground.

Werris Creel§ HOAMM Park along the railway line is spelt with the initials of surnames fhem t
Urban Committee of the time (1929). David Taylor Park commemorates a leading storekeeper and
citizen of the townCurrabubula has had a recreation ground since 1890. More recently, Lorna Byrne
Park and Bicentennial Pahlave been developedong the mai road.

The natior§ only garden memorial to the First and Second Fleet is located off the New England
Highway near the Wallaby sculpturBhis unique garden, built 2005by a renowned stone mason and
First Fleet descendent, records the names in stimdgkship of all those aboard the First and Second
Fleet. A nearby creekide picnic areavelcomes campers

3.4.2 Recreational spaces

The Wallabadah and Quirindi Racecoursgmed important open space, as did the Loder Street
Showground (Rose Lee Padnd thesecond showground iHenry Street. There are important
recreational grounds at Willow Tree, Quipolly, Werris Creek and Currabubula.

3.4.3 Land modification

Roy Eykamp(see 9.2%5) built a land plane that enabled farmers to level their land thité&eiirrigation.
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35 NSW theme Events
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Figure 21: The Quirindi Show in Loder Street, 1908

Figure 22: Race day crowd at Quirindi, SLNSW, b6g156
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The people of the Liverpool Plains have long gathered to celebrate their achievements at annual
agricultural shows. Sporting events are also gathering points and cricket, polghypdowrnaments are
important elements of the local calendéne Wallabadah Racecourse is the oldest country racecourse in
NSW and famedor the New Year§Day raceswhich began in 1852

The first Quirindi PA& H Association show was held in 1901 anchetéd residents from all around.
The showground was first in Loder Street but then moved to Henry Street.

35.1 Memorialisation

With the exception of the bodies of Major General Sir William Throsby Bridges and the Unknown

Soldier, those killed in the r@at War were buried overseas. This melaaté¢gions of those bereaved by

the Great War had no grave to visit and no place to congregate. To mark the sacrifice of those who
served, towns across Australia built memorials that listed the names of thosenwdd and died. Both

the NSW and Commonwealth Governments have helped fund such memorials, which sometimes take the
form of an individual monument but also can take the form of a war trophy in the form of a gun, or more
practical and lifeaffirming itemslike halls, swimming pools, parks and sporting facilitid$is process

of memorialisation of the dead and the rituals of the Anzac commemoration have been likened by the
great historian Ken Inglis to a civil religian.

Anzac Park was named 1922, and contained two captured guns, as did Currab®lpdsk until they

were reclaimed in 1942 for recyclinghe stone for the Quirindi and District Memorial was laid on 26
September 1924. It forms the centrepiece of the town of Quirifite. Wallaladah Halls apostwar

community memorial halind there are memorial halls at Currabubula and Willow. Heeaour Boards

were another way of marking service and were often begun during the war to spur enlistvieeris

Creek Railway Station has fineaxples. The cenotaph at Werris Creek and the Werris Creek RSL (later
converted to a scout hall) are also memorials, as is the Memorial Swimming Pool, which opened in 1968.

A nationallysignificantmonument commemorates tAboriginal residents diValhallow Station who
fought in World War Onelt is possible that this monument was the first erected to Aboriginal
servicemen who served in World War Greriginally unveiled as th&ateof Memory in November
1934, the bronze tablet is now located on a bowt#re entrance to Walhallow Public School.

The Police Commissioner, Mr. W. H. Childs (Chairman of the Aborigines Protection Board),
accompanied by Mr. E. B. Harkness (Deputy Director of Education, and a member of the Board),
Mr. Petit (Secretary to theoard), and Mr. Smithers (Inspector), on Monday visited the

Walhallow Aboriginal Mission Station for the of unveiling an Honor Roll and War Memorial
Gates. It is said to be the first Aboriginal memorial in the State. The entire population of the
mission, 58, was present, together with the manager and the matron (Mr. and Mrs. D. H.
Caldwell), Mr. H. C. Carter, M.L.A., Mr. A. G. Hague (President of Quirindisrtdnch of the
Returned Soldierf.eague), and many othesddresses were made by Mr. Carter and M

Hague, and Mr. Harkness then unveiled a bronze Tablet and Gates of Memory at the entrance to
the school, while inside the school an Honor Roll was unveiled by Mr. Childs. The latter
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contains 19 names, of whom eight were killed. The visitors were asgtidaidhe welkept
homes, gardens and surroundings, and the brightvatidiressedhildrens

Another story from the Rockhampt&vening Newseported:

OU &DUWHU 0/ 9% « SRLQWHG RXW WKDW WKH DERULJLQHV G
war astheir white brothers, because they were the descendants of a dying race, whose country
had been taken from thern

The patriotism of those who fought, and died, The Empireand Australia, was, therefore, all

the more to be honoured. The members optmtey had been met at the gates of the reserve by
Mrs. Leslie mother of the two boys who had been killed in action. As Mrs. Leslie galloped away
on horseback, Mr. Harkness haedmarked thatthat girl might fall off.fHe learnt later that Mrs.
Leslie waghe best horsewoman the district, and although 83 years old, sat a hgvitk the

grace, agility, and ability, of a flapp€f.

Caroona maifte William Allan Irwin DCM was posthumously decorated for bravery at Road Wood.

Those who served are remembzkat theAnzac Day Dawn Service at QuirinfliMemaorial Town Clock
and the Quirindi Morning Service and March. There is also a dawn service at Werris Creek War
Memorial,andAnzac Day services at Premer Park and Willow Tree Memorial Hall.
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Figure 23: State Records, Government Archit§dffice, Photographs of War Memorials in NSW, NR$951-[9/5878]-1-79
| Photograph of plan Plan of proposed memorial clock tower Quirindi
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36 NSW theme Exploration
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Figure 24: Cunninghan® map/Cunningham, Allan& Arrowsmith, A.& Oxley, John.(1832). A chart of part of the interior of
New South Waleshttp://nla.gov.au/nla.obP31643686 This map conveys Cunningh&nexcitement at what he found.

The first known incursion of Europeans into the Liverpool Plains was 1818, Sureayor General

John Oxley travelled in search of an inland sea up the Macquarie River. He traced the river to the
Macquarie Marsheand crossed the Castlereagh on July 27, passing over the Warrumbungles (which he
called the Arbuthnot Ranges) before sightthe Liverpool Plains. He named them afté¢ Prime

Minister Robert Banks Jenkinson, thes Earl of Liverpool and Baron Hawkesbu®xley then crossed

and named the Peel River, crossed the Great Dividing Range and travelled on to Port Macquarie.

The dscovery of thdertile expanses of thieverpool Plains was heartening news for a struggling colony
but it was too early for settlers to penetrate that far north. The Chief Constable at Windsor, John Howe,
led two expeditions into the Hunter region in @8hat opened links between the Hunter Valley and the
Sydney area. On his second expedition he took George and Andrew Loder, Benjamin Singleton and
Daniel Phillips, all of whom were to make a considerable mark on the Liverpool Plaitt823 botanist
Allan Cunningham identified Pandoras Pass, near the head of Coxs Creek. Assistant Surveyor Henry
Dangar, with John Richards, Jemmy and two assistants Allen and Williamson, found the first pass from
the Hunter Valley to the Liverpool Plains, through Willone&r in October 1824.

Settlers only arrived in the lower reaches of the Liverpool Plains in 1826 when hunger for land drove
settlers to thwart the govern®rattempts to limit the expansion of settlement to the Nineteen Counties.
As noted, Cunningham saille Liverpool Plains wergike a green ocean, of unbounded extanid

were irresistible.ln 1827 Michael Nowland, the son of the Superintendent of Convicts at Castle Hill and
Norfolk Island, identified Nowlands Gap between Ardglen and Murrurundi liegabavel between the
Hunter Region and the Liverpool Plains. He used the pass Dangar had found. William Nowland claimed

11%_IP*)&'N"# $£99# J&&E /'D2('(?C(<!D2('(?C('*?C![(5)'(-)!%(5)1'(.*4'#1.(&F&CK) (1 2/!:HLK/L;Y:
“IP*)&/1;;1E LI
#Cunningham, Two Years in New South Wales, p 83; cited John Connor, Australia’s Frontier Wars, p 103.!
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to have established Warrah Creek in April 1827 and Onus and Williams estahistoedmbil Tat

Millers Creek while Singleton and Bilin established a homestead at Yarramanbah in 482égar
worked with the Australian Agricultural Company from 182831 and claimed Warrah and Goonoo
Goonoo(in what is now Tamworth Shiré) 1832. He later made his base in Singleton but between 1833
and 1847 Dangar controlled 300,000 acres in New England, Namoi, Gywdir. His sons founded Mooki
Springss

The Surveyor Generdlir Thomad.ivingstoneMitchell travelled tothe Liverpool Plains in 1831wvith
George Boyle White. His journal of the expedition to the interidd®¥ describes their departure from
Sydney, journey to Parramatta and Hawkesbury and across the Liverpool Plains and Range, with
descriptions of the terrain, hunting and fishing for foer;ounters and communications with local
Aboriginals, mishaps on the Nammoy (Namoi) River while surveying the River Kindur, Dec. 1831, and
Mitchell $ views on the treatment of Aboriginal womstie blazed a trail across the Quipolly Valley in
1831 that beame the Great North Road and Stock Route 707.

»

Figure 25: The Surveyor General spelldtboki River asConadilly or Muchifand Warrumbungles as Warrabangtethis
1848 sketchState Records NSW, Surveygeneral§ Sketchbook&RS138861-[X760]-Volume 5 Part 23 | Bligh and
Liverpool Plains- Surveyor General to White [Sketch book 5 folio 30]

In 1833 the Colonial Government grant@idarrahfto the Australian Agricultural Company and
disturbed 17 stockowners, including Ontiggoorambil{fOnce secure in its granhe AAC took on the
work of pioneering the nortfsee 3.2.1).

The proclamation identifying the unsettled districts was issued in€B&8n then until the 1850s, the
Liverpool Plains was beyond the limitslotation, and outside government care or control. The
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squatters and their convicts, and the employees of the AAC, quietly got on with making sense of this new
country and adapting to life on the Liverpool Plains.

Figure 26: State Records NSW, Surveyaeneral§ Sketchbook$|RS138861-[X763]-Volume 6 Part 45 | Liverpool Plains
Peel River and road from Crawneys Pass to Tamworth Australian Agricultural Coripgargnt1851[Sketch book 6 folio]2
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3.7 NSW theme Fishing

Figure 27: from Expeditions into théterior of Eastern Australia, ca 18335/ drawn by Sir T.L MitchellSLNSWf. 2. Grister
Peelii. 14 Dec 1831pote from Sir Thomas Mitche§l Sketch book cod caught in teel at Wallumburd[(PI.6, v. 1)

Fishing was vital to the Gamilaroi and omiethe Gamilaroimeaningf Quirindi is fish breeding ared]
Quipolly or Looipoolifis anotherGamilaroi word meaningwvaterholes containing fisfand the name
has also been written g@ueepollifor Loeypollyft Gamilaroi mercaught fishwith barbed spars while
women gathered mussels and crayfish, which are known around Quiripdhabobs] Men also fished
from rafts The men would also fish by draggilagge netsthat needed four men to pull thetm;ough
water courses. Some fishing was done \itiet on a poleNets weraisually made from the bark of the
kurrajong tree.

Angling was a popular recreational activity for settlers. Local newspapers observed that the Mooki River
and Warrah Creek supported large fish populatiot® pressed upstreasring rainss The muddy
banks of the Mooki were popular with anglers, particularly during the Christmas holidays.

Quipolly Dam built in 1955,is a favourite spot for local anglemadthe Quirindi Fishing Clublt is
stocked with golden perch and Murray c8dich usage sometimes conflicts with the &earpose as a
water supply for Werris Creekishing is permitted from the banks of the dam®@aotincil rangers have
fined users for bating in the waterway, releasing dogs into the area, and camping on itz banks.
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3.8 NSW theme Forestry

When SurveyoeGeneral John Oxley travelledrbugh the Pilliga in 1818 he saw mostly brush and scrub
along the ridge tops. Most of the country he surveyed was deserted but dotted with crags where huge
ironbarks and whitdarked cypress pines grev@xley headed east from the Pilliga, identifyingpdo

stands of yellow box and ironbark, with evidence of recent burning by Aboriginal people. His horses
found travelling through bogs and sands arduous and when he saw the black soil of the Liverpool Plains
his men and horses rejoiced to see beautifuldertiuntry aftermiserable harassing desefts

Timber grew on the ridgelines that crig®ss the plainand the jslandsfhoted by CunninghanThe

presence of these remnant forested areas is possibly a legacy of early Gamilaroi land management
practice The areas on and around the ridgelines were generally described byntimesedury

surveyors as containing pine and ironbark on level loamy sand. Pine and ironbark were in high demand
for construction of buildings and for use as railway sleepers.

Eric RollsA Million Wild Acresexplains the way the displacement of Aboriginal systems of land
management by Europeanansformed thepen, parklike estatexplorers found in the Pilliga and

surrounding areas into thick, impenetrable bush and Bill Gamimegydescribed the ways Aboriginal

people creategemplatesthat were, in fact, methods of farmingarly settlers couldfisee this

management but they found tall pines that were extremely useful as a source of sawing timber for boards.
Rolls explainsthat government licences to cut pine, which was Crown property, were issued in the 1840s
and holders were deemdfit and proper persons to saw yellow woofis.

Rolls writes the majority of timber used locally was sawn by hand inysitgllyalongside the building

as it was being put upHR Carter records a saw pit at S&iw Gully on [Kickerbell fat Pine Ridge, near
the Australian Agricultural Company boundary and ongd@ny Sawmills were also established to
process timber from #hridgelines, often steam powered, and often with the help of Aboriginal labour.
Carter states the first sawmill was a bull@rkven operation on Pine Ridge that was set up by a man
named Pike on Jack Doddselection neafickerbell Jack Elsley ofpigby fat Curlewis used six
horses to power a sawmill and RH Jensen also milled at Pine Ridge in 1907. George Dawson milled the
timbers for (Mooki Springsfwith a steam engine on the Mooki River near the Yellow Crossing, cutting
wood from Middle Island andiffe Ridgesz There are available records of sawmills operating in the
Trinkey Forest Reserves and at Spring Ridge in the early years of the twentieth d2anidyand James
Lawrence established a stegowered mill at Spring Ridge in 1890, which contidie be operated by
James and his son Syrus until 1929. Timberg@oeens Norto[ (soodgerwirrijf was cut there.

Quirindi was a base for sawmilling. 1910 newspaper report notes the dramatic destruction by fire of
old sawmill buildings in WhittakeBtreet in Quirindi, between Ce§rgrocery and Tannef§ylivery
stables, on Christmas morniadom Wyburn had a sawmill in Henry Street, Quirindi, where in 1914
Reuben Austin milled the timber for the McPherson Broth¢gnverkip fThomestead on Warrahdje.
Austin, who married into the Nowland family who had arrived from St Mairy 1907, then began his
own mill cutting timer for the Mitchelhill family homestegi#edbrae4§ using a saw bench and planning
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machine driven by ten horgmwer steanengine he bought in Glen Innes. The same engine was moved
by bullocks to mill at Fitzpatric§ Cana Gaghear Werris Creek and in 1920 jvalhallow fon the

western side of the Mooki River near Caroona Aboriginal Station (Walhallow Village). The miitwas
Pine Ridge from 1923 to 1936, where it was used to cut wooflfolsingham Parlfl pMagpie

Claremont] Tarcoolafand paringaflas well as Pine Ridge Post Office, St J§hanglican Church,

and the Pine Ridge Hall. In 1936 the mill was moved to €inGtreet, Quirindi, where Austin had lived
since 1919The mill wassteamdriven, using a Clayton and Shuttleworth purchased fiallawayf

and a Marshall fromiiller $ CreelqIn the early 1970s the mill was still operated by the family, using
electrt powen.

Through the late nineteenth centidgW JRYHUQPHQWY PDGH D QXPEHU RI KDOI(KH
UHJXODWH WKH VDZPLOOLQJ DQG WLPEHU(JHWWLQJ LQGXVWULHYV
Parkes established the Forestry Branch wighRlepartment of Lands in 187dForest reserves were

established ilNSW from this time. Crawney Forest Reserve N0.1266 was notified on 9 September 1878.

On 20 November 188& Timber Reserve (TR2700) was dedicated on the northern slopes of the

Liverpool Range south of Bundella. Forest Reserve (FR18699) was established south of the locality of

Spring Ridge in September 1893 and Forest Reserve FR43151 was dedicated within the Parish of Calala

on 30 September 1908. Timber Reserve 49822 was dedicated aerBssisies of Coolanbilla and

Mema on the 22 April 1914.This area later became soldier settler homesteads.
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Figure 28 Wagon load of cypress pine logs and flooring boggedgibe Black Milef east of Spring RidgeQuirindi area,
circa 1920,SLNSWbcp_04064c
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During the earlytwentiethcentury government began to be concerned about the diminution of thg state
forest resources. Following a Royal Commission into the timber industry held in08GAeNSW
government passed th@restry Act 190% more closely regulate the industry. In 1916, after the
passage of a second Forestry Act, an independent Forestry Commissiestal@ished. The 1909 Act

had made provision for the dedication of State Forests that could only be revoked by legislation.

A number of State Forests were dedicated on ridgelines around the Tamarang and Parry Shires between
1914 and 1937. These were:

X Trinkey State Forest Nd77 notified 14 July 1914, (During the early 1920s parts of this forest
appear to have been subdivided fodgal settlement.)

Bundulla State Forest N611 notified 20 June 1917 on the former TR2700,

Doona State Forest Ngi.2 notifed 20 July 1917,

Spring Ridge State Forest 1966 notified 26 November 1917 on the former FR18699,
Trinkey State Forest Nb77 (No.2 Extension) 16 May 1924,

Pine Ridge State Forest 868 notified 28 April 19373

X X X X X

These forests were originaldministered from the Forestry Commission of NSW headquarters in
Narrabri and by the late 1930s they were being managed from Baradine. Improvements to the forests
commenced almost immediately and Forestry Commission reports from 1918 noted that wateores
been sunk in the Doona and Spring Ridge State Forests.

Timber getting in the region received a major boost during the construction of the Binnaway to Werris
Creek Railway Line in 1916. Sleeper depots were established in the Trinkey State Foa¢€a@lhyd
Blue to take delivery of up to 80,000 sleepers required for the railwauly 1916

The quality of the timber is so good that the question arises whether trees suitable for bridge
building, girders, transoms, and other permanent heavy work should have been selected for
sleepers. However, there are abundant supplies at present for lpmbhgsurThe timber is taken
mostly from the State reserve, though some of the men are working on surrounding conditional
leases. The timber on the State resésvaecidedly superior.

Assessments of the timber resource undertaken in 1926 indicated tBanthéla and Warung State

Forests contained a very large timber resource. During October 1928 the Forestry Commission sought
tenders for the establishment of a sawmill in the Bundulla State Forest to process up to 20,000 super feet
of timber per year forQ yearsis

On 9 July 1941 the section of Spring Ridge State Forest south of the Boorowa to Werris Creek Railway
Line was dedicated as Spring Ridge National Forest No.62. This change of status had quickly followed a
major assessment of thesSW State Forestto identify their suitability to provide timber for manufacture

of numerous strategic uses including manufacture of plywood, rifle stocks, charcoal, building framing,
railway rolling stock, packing crates, mine timbers, aircraft, and the process efelltriose and nitro
glycerine for use in munitions. During June 1941 aerial surveys of a number of local State Forests had
revealed vast timber resources.

During the early 197Qsections of a number of local State Forestdumling Spring Ridge and Trinkey,
were leased to neighbouring property owners for grazing ¢attlgp to 20 years.
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39 NSW theme Health

The Gamilaroi and surrounding Aboriginal nations knew how to live well in the Liverpool Plains area
prior to white settlement and practised traditional medicine, including pharmacology and spiritual
psychology, to manage ailments, childbirth @&mjdries. Evidence for this knowledge comes from
missionary accounts from the Hunter Valley, including that of Reverend Lancelot Threlkeld, who moved
to Newcastle in 1825 and settled at Belmont and Ebenezer (Toronto), and from surviving community
knowledge The arrival of white people iINSW exposed Aboriginal populations to a wide range of

germs and viruses they had never encountered, and for which they had neither immunity or remedy,
which often dramatically reduced populations before the physicabbafwhite people in a given area.

Early European settlers in Quirindi had no access to medical treatment, leaving them vulnerable when
struck by illness or injury. While the British ships travelled with surgeons and the authorities established
hospitalsfor soldiers and convicts, these were only located in population centres and were certainly not
available beyond the Nineteen Counties. Transport to medical assistance from the Liverpool Plains
overland was arduous and time consuming and likely undertaktgnvhen there was a prospect of the
patient surviving the trip.

The communities that formed on and around pastoral runs often supported each other during illness and
injury with bush nursing. Aboriginal domestic servants formed part of these comra@amtet was

common practice in Australia for white women to draw on the knowledge and support of Aboriginal
midwives during the rigours of childbirth and nursing. In times of epidemics of measles, diphtheria,
influenza and the other illnesses that switledugh the colony before mass immunisation programs,
besieged households becamlemestic hospital§vherethe entire household, including servants,

clustered around a fire and the able nursed the sick.

39.1 Formal health care

With closer settlementaene country towns and surgeons and physicians who were willing to set up
practices. A search of Trove showed that newspaper advertisements for independent practices appear in
the Upper Hunter in the 1850s and Dorothy Durrant writes about Doctor Gordofiyadhmn

Murrurundi and travelled to patients on the Liverpool Plains on horseback, sometimes at great speed.
Professionalisation of health care came about in the 1850s. Sydney Un§e3sityol of Medicine was
established in 1856 and medical practigrs were setting up independent businesses as practitioners by
the 1860s.Quirindi had resident doctors from the late 1870s and a Government Medical Officer was
appointed in 1886.

Still, the key to health remained good nursing and home care. Inrtiieg/@ars nursing was not a
profession as such but nurses often sehoppitalsiin their private homes where they cared for invalids.
These were vital small businesses, wom@mand owned. At the invitation of Premier Henry Parkes,
Lucy Osburn establieed training for nurses on Nightingale principles in Sydney in the 1870s. Many of
the matrons of hospitals on the Liverpool Plains were Sythaéyed and made much of their
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gualifications in their advertisements.

39.2 Birth and women $ health

Country wanen generally birthed at home in the nineteenth century. Fears about the birth rate and infant
mortality encouraged legislators to push for medicalization of childbirth and registration of medical
practitioners, nurses and midwives. Women were encouraggtend hospitals by initiatives like the
Maternity Allowance Act 1912vhich granted five pounds to new mothers wshwa legally qualified

medical practitioner. As a result, home birth declined but private hospitals flourished.

Outside the cities, thgrocess of birth remained under wonfeoontrd. Public hospitals in the Hunter

and surrounding areas were slow to provide birthing servictisafter World War IkMostcountry

women gave birth in private lyinip hospitals under the supervision of a qualified midwife who would

call the doctor when and if needed. The midwife provided antenatal and postnatal care to the mother and
her new baby for around ten days, feeding hernijp she was literally on her feet again. These

midwives were respected figures. They usually owned their buildings and were businesswomen and
entrepreneurs.

Nurse Sadie Sweend&yPrivate Hospital and Nursing Home was established in 1906 at 48 Allradt.Str

It was a fiveroomed residence finished in 1906 by Harrison Brothers builders and carpenters, with
plumbing and tank connections by Will Saunders, brickwork by Mr Wheatly, and painting by WR
Stephens. The building had verandahs on the front and wesstiexs, a spacious parlour, rooms

furnished for patients and a dining room and kitchen. The buildingguéte an attraction in Allnutt

Street, and although there is a good deal of finishing work to be done, commands attention from all who
happen to paghkat way.§

Quirindi-bornNurse Sweeney trained at St Marg&ea Catholic maternity home in Surry Hills, run by
the Sisters of St Joseph. She ran the hospital with her sister. It was lpiiteagnstitutions found it
imperative to provide suitable accommodation for her many patrons, hence the erection iitthmed
questionfand offereda quiet home, with skilful nursing, away from the noise of the railway traffic, and
yet easily accessible to towfiShe advertised @taff of Competent Nurses. All kinds of Medical and
Surgical cases treated. Nurse Sweesittends outloor cases. Fee £2 2s for Confinement Cales.
seems the hospital specialised in births.

Sadie Sweeney died tragically at just B&8ying contracted a chill while rescuinme-yearold cousins
Charlie Smith and Rupert Swallow from the Bosurf during her summer holidaysee 9.21). The
hospital continued, with a qualified matron from St Marg$relospital in charge.

3.9.3 Local private hospitals

Other hospitals includegtlorence Cottag§established around 1900 aghirley fwhichwas
established in the early 1930s.

The Poplars Private Hospital was founded by Matron Kinch in her home in Church Avenue, Quirindi.
Matron Mary Jane Kinch was actually a dentist who worked with a male dentist, Percy Kemp, from the
Commercial Hotel in 190 She later traded as Surgeon Demisgt M ClarancéWhite, from her private
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home, prior to her marriage to photographer George Edward Kinch. At one stage, Durrantvigorts,
ClaranceWhite had a front room in the Gazette as a dentist while Kinch ege@ismos Studios in a
room downstairs. The Poplars was a lyirig home and dental hospital in the period 19185y

Kemp had his own private hospital in his hongimmconaf at the site of the EImswood complex.

Tl Mk Ofen,
Sydory, Juh June, 1908,

TRADE MARKS.

Applications fs¢ Lhe registration of Trade Marks
1508 fo ITUN June,

IOSA LN June, 1905, Tews Dasie Toown, i and Darsnen agrnt, of Bransion, New Soath Wl —The Trade Mark
sonsiats of & deviow ln the form of & star baring Thow .

U '—h‘al&:’:—l.ﬂhobvn-q'n wes ourreed %0 8 saarp poieh.  The wording on sl deview e
.- —The » .

Figure 29 Mrs Kinch § Pearladentafprand +reprinted with apology for racist languag@RADE MARKS{Government
Gazette of the State of New South Wa@3une 1905: 406%ttp://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle220959088

3.9.4 Quirindi District Hospital

Murrurundi was the main hospitial the Upper Hunteantil the 1890s when the Quirindi Municipal
Councildecided to build onerhe Quirindi District Cottage Hospital was an eightl hospital built in

1900. It charged fees and was run by a committee. In September 1906, it had an average of nine patients,
of which two thirds were male, and the fees collected from patients amounted to just over nine:pounds.

Midwifery cases were refexd to Nurse Sweeney.
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Figure 30: Nurse Sarah Ann Mulheron (later Mrs Harry Savage & mother of Sister Ellen Sav@gée)ndi, NSW, 1904,
Photographed by George E Kinch, Quirindi, L to R: Sarah Ann Mulheron, Catherine Adawase Rowell (matrongnd an
image of theCottage HospitalSLNSW

Figure 31: Flags flying for the opening of the Mafeking [Contagious Diseases] Ward of Quirindi Hospital on left, circa 1904.
The name references the participation of Liverpool Plains men in the South African (BoeBV8)/Vbcp 04039
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The Quirindi Hospital camanto its own when the pneumonBpanisHinfluenza arrived in Australia

with repatriated soldiers. On 1 February 1919 the local Red Cross established an inoculation depot and
360 locals availed themselves of the opportunity to ward off the virulent mfieciihe Municipal

Council and Hospital Committee declared themselvespvefpared, which was fortunate because the
disease reached Quirindi within three weeks, carried by the unfortunate Chinese storekeeper Young, who
died of it shortly after returninfyjom a trip to Melbourne to try to arrange for his wifentry to

Australia. Yound§ death caused another rush to inocwalbe epidemic raged through the Hunter

Valley and Newcastle area and by April 1919, 32 people had died, while railway worla@rsriry

lines were refusing to take goods to Sydney because of the disease.

The epidemic was over in Quirindi by July 1919, but there were several local cases and deaths and the
afflicted were cared for in the Quirindi Hospital.

3.9.5 Werris Creek District Hospital

When the influenza epidemic hit the Liverpool Plam4919the Werris Creek Public School served as

a temporary hospital and the community established a trust fund to save for their own hospital. The
provision of a motorised ambulance to ferry patients from Werris Creek to Quirindi in the late 1920s
reduced the immediate necessity and in 1940 the Quirindi District Hospital and Baby Health Centre
unsuccessfully took legal action to receive the trust fundgmwn purposes. In 1942, the community
supported the establishment of an outpost hospital at Werris Creek, to be administered by the Quirindi
District Hospital Board. This was opened in 18 March 1944 and becamegalfited in 1945.
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3.10 NSW theme Industry
8+(.7.(#1$*11&+*(#330.("$("#$:*2-B*+(-#0$9'&3-+(.&2$*23$3.1(".N-(.&2$¥$&B$5&& 31

The people of the Liverpool Plains have always been industrious. The Gamilaroi made boomerangs,
spears and fishing nets. The early settlers had to make everytiyngeibded to survive, establish

homes, and maintain their carts, sulkies and drays. Farriers and blacksmiths were crucial trades in an era
that depended on horse transport, and blacksmiths also bent metal to suit many pdgrosksal

industries had fiks with other townstTinson$§ Cordial Factory, for instance, was connected to a family
business of the same name in Maitlafkiis section highlights two industries in Quirindi that were

unique to the area and are associated with sites that have been mentioned to the Liverpool Plains
CommunityBased Heritage Study in 2019.

= 1

Figure 32: Delivery cart outgle cordial factory- Quirindi, SLNSW Work and Play 04017c 1920, L to R: N Callaghan, T B
Tinson, A E Driscoll, Ben Tinson, Bill Toft

3.10.1 Price $ Brickworks

According to Goodwin, English brickmaker William Price established the first and onlyuarik in
Quirindi and the works were well established when Surveyor R Watkins drew a map of Quirindi in
August 1877. Price arrived in Australian in 1855 from the East End and had worked for the railways in
NSW but also had brick kilns at Bathurst, WattlatFTuron and Murrurundi. His first job was making

the bricks for the Tebbug Darlington Flour Mill. Pricé bricks were used to make the Methodist
Church, the Railway Station, and the first public school. He also made the bricks for his own home,
whichis at 20 Lennox on the corner of Church Streets. The Price family continued to make bricks in
Quirindi after William$ death in 1907, only ceasing business in 1930.
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Figure 33: Outside brick kiln, Price family with Mr Hannafb$ truck- Quirindi, NSW, 1926, Price Bros Brickworks Stacking
kiln prior to firing, Mr F A Price, Price Bros Brickworks, 1926
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3.10.2 Quirindi Butter Factory

As discussed in Agriculture, emperatives were a form of social and business organisation that was
commonly seen in the 1890s. The Quirindi Cooperative Dairy Company was a cooperative of 12
suppliers on the former Underwood Estate established in 188# bame yeat00 shares were issued
in theWallabadah Cool Climate Gaperative Dairy Company Ltd and tekareholders formed the
Castle Mountain FarmefflProduce Association. Newspapers reported that the members of the co
operatives were encouraged byagent to produce butter, as it was more remunerative than dairy.

Harold M Mackenzie oThe Maitland Mercuryargued in February 1897 that farmers on the Liverpool
Plains needed to use their heads more wisely by improving their herds, growing appfopdatand

using manure to improve soil$le spent time with the Quirindi Butter Factory manager, Mr Munn and
examined yields. The drought had hit hard so thegtactory was only treating 230 gallons (1045

litres) of milk a day but had processed %f2llons (2,273 litres) in good years. The Quirindi Butter

Factory processed up to 300 cans, or 3000 gallons (13,640 litres) of cream daily in the summer months.
The skim milk left from the cream was given to the farmers for free and fed to pigs. Madeidzie

The establishment is simply what may be termed a skimmery, as no butter whatever is made, the
cream being despatched as soon as separated to Messrs. Foley Bros., Sydney, who charge 1/4d
per Ib. for churning, and 5 per cent commission on sales.

Mackenziereported significant investment by directors

A considerable amount of capital £20002 including machinery, has been sunkhe

Quirindi building, engines, boiler, separators, etc., being all of the best. The former are G and 8
h. p. respectiely, manufactured by Blackstone (Englafjajhilst the latter are the wetihown
lexandrafseparators, capabbdf treating 200 gals, each per hour. The concussion churn is, of
course, lying idle, seeing that no butter is made

Butter manufacturing wasonstrainedy the absence of any cooling equipment, but the factory
was busyWork was hard and demanding here were no extra hands to lighten the load:

The constant coming and going of suppliers with milk from daylight until niffeook a.m.

keeps tlke manager of a creamery working at high pressure foe thmgs, more especially since
everythinghas to be done single handed. Then comes the washing up, and arranging for the next
morning$ work. Butter factoriesc are places that never rest, even onday, as cows must be
milked and the fluid delivered as soon as possibl€here are many things about a factory too

that a man must make himself conversant with, for not only must he understand how to drive an
engine, and repair anything that goes ankisep a good head of steam on, know all about
separators, take them to pieces and clean them every day, etc., but he must also be a ready
calculator and understand bookkeeping, and prepare a report for his directors. All these things
then, it will be notedrequire a man of early rising habits and strong physique, and possessed of
more than usual mental abilitys

The Quirindi Dairy Company, later called the Quirindi Dairy Society, prospered well into the 1950s and
the Quirindi Butter Factory buildingsilsstand at 14 Smith Street, Quirindi.
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3.11 NSW theme Mining

Mining has been conducted on the Liverpool Plains for centuries, as the Gamilaroi used ochre and sought
stones for toemaking and weapons. To European eyea] is the principal mineral resource of the

Liverpool Plains regionThe extensive @al reserves of the Liverpool Plains and Gunnedah region were
identified quite early but were not mined until the 18&isshale has also been mined locally and

quarrying and gold mining have also been part of life on the Liverpool Plains. Mining lpedsoa a

contested feature on the Liverpool Plains as plans to expand coal maviegrovoked strong resistance

from people attached to the agricultural vistas of the Liverpool Plains.

3.11.1 Private coal mining

In 1880 MessrdJPoole and Parnell sam excavation to identify the quality of coal near Curlewis
Railway Station. They identified at least six coal searhghich most were of marketable qualiBoole
developed a collierwhich hesold to the Tamworth Coal & Coke Company in September T&88.
company proposed establishing a smelting works near Werris Creek. The economic depression of the
1890s forced the closure of the mine. In February 1891 the company gave miners fivtitzybefore
ceasing operations, complaining that hewing rat@stpathe men were too high. The mine eventually
reopened after miners were forced to accept a reduced rate of pay.

There were private attempts to exploit local coal reserves. John Perry formed the Wilga Coal and Coke
Co Ltd on The WilgasTat Breeza in 183. Perry took on the role of manager for the mifidwe

company was liquidated after World WarBy the early years of thventiethcentury the mine was

owned by Centenary Coal and Coke Mining Company and was trading as the Centenary Colliery. In
1919 Preston Iron, Coal and Coke Company was established in Newcastle to acquire the assets of
Centenary Coal and Coke.

3.11.2 Government cal mining

During 1911the NSW Government investigated potensigds for the establishment of a State Coal

Mine. In 1914 Government Geolog# Carne and Assistant Geological Surveyor Morrison spent 17
days undertaking field research of locations inAberdeen Muswellbrook district. Their investigations
aimed to estimate the possible trend and depth of the Greta Coal Seam in this area. In their search the
pair covered an area from Muswellbrook to within two miles of Werris Creek, paying particutgioatte

to three sites in Muswellbrook, a site near Aberdeen, one near Burning Mountain,aed &monting

the railway line about two miles south of Werris Cre@&rne noted that a combination of land tenure
issues, and geological constraints relatethéaintrusion of volcanic dykes, limitgubssibilities in the

region but thaVingenand Werris Creek sites were the most promidiregpite these recommendations

the Government Coal Mingas establishedn the Newnes Plateau near Lithgow.

Prior to Wortl War 1l theNSW coal industry had operated for a long period in an environment
characterised by prevailing conditions of overcapacity, a workforce in excess of requirements and
primitive working conditions. The postar period saw tremendous change inAlistralian coal

industry. The government extended its wartime control of the industry and established authorities such as

1I'Curlewis’ Maitland Mercury & Hunter River Advertiser 19 April 1888 p.6; ‘Coal Development’ Australian Star 14 September 1889!p.5; ‘Closing
the Centenary Colliery’ South Australian Chronicle 7 February 1891 p.21; ‘Breeza 'Tamworth Daily Observer 16 May 1914 p.4; Sydney
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the Joint Coal Board to oversee improvements in production, efficiency, health and safety. During the
same period unions energetigglursued campaigns to improve general working conditions.

3.11.3 Werris Creek Coal Mine

Carne$ 1914 investigations of the Liverpool Plains identified a coal outcrop on the Narrawongla Station
south of Werris CreelDr WG Bensonconducted further resedr therein 1920 and in 1925 the
GunnedakbasedPreston Coal Comparbegan excavating prospecting tunnel. By May that year this
tunnel had intersected a coal seam measured at betweeeties and 2.fnetres thick. The company
secured a lease of up t@®00 acre$648 hectaresfo exploit this seanBy February 1926 tunnelling had
reached a coal seam two metres thick.

In March 1933, 28/earold John Charles Lewis was killed at the mine when the emery wheel he was
using to sharpen a minefdrill shattered.

The mine struggled through the Great Depression and its future was only secured by granting of
contracts for the supply of coal to tN&W Government Railways. Operations at the mine ceased in late
1938 when a fire was detected underground. The mine \&beisen 22 November to control the fire and

all employees were dismissed. This had a serious impact on the economy of Werris Creek at a time when
many others were out of work and provided the town with a bleak Christmas. The ropened in

mid-January 239z

Werris Creek Coal Mine saw major improvements in 1949 when Deputy Mine Manager Ivor Haig (Doc)
Thomas introduced electric driven Sullivan scraper loaders. Despite this and other improvements the
mine remained a fairly primitive operatitimat mainy supplied coal tthe NSW Government Railways.

The mine succumbed to an overall downturn in the coal mining industry that commenced in the late
1950s and was eventually forced out of business by the dieselisatiorN8\Weailways. The mine

ceased opetan in the late 1960s.

In 2002 Creek Resources Pty Ltd was granted a licence to further explore the coal measures at Werris
Creek. In 2005 approval was provided for establishment of an open cut coal mine on the site of the
former underground mine. The apeut is worked by a shovel and truck operation with approval to mine
two million tonnes of coal per year.

In 2012 the Whitehaven Coal Mining Limited Werris Creek Open Cut Coal Mine unearthed a scraper
loader that had been buried in the underground miren it was closed. This item was recorded and
assessed by the Liverpool Plains Shire Heritage Advisor who recommended that it be offered to the
Gunnedah Rural Museum. The company also recorded a coal loading chute that had been installed
during the 19504n response to recommendations made by the Liverpool Plains Shire Heritage advisor
Whitehaven prepared plans and elevations of the loading chute.

s_1550>M"#$%8%(5)1'A-)3&IX(?&'5 ~&C&™)(17L-1Q25)*4(¥;>198 JIE !

oJDepartment of Mines Annual Report 1932 p.90; ‘Werris Creek Coal’ in Lithgow Mercury 8 May 1925 p.74; A History of Coal Mining*)!$&"(5 !
P'&&N>8!
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Figure 34: Scraper loader uncovered in the former Werris Creek Coal Mine in 2012 is probably one of the scraper loaders
introduced to the mine during modernisation in 1949
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Figure 35: Plans of a 1950s coal loading chute recorded at the Werris Creek Coal Mine site in 2012
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3.11.4 Oil shale

Figure 36: Shale mine at Chilcott Creek. Murrurundi Historical Society

The mining and processing of oil shale (Torbanite) beg&siw in the mid 1860s. This industry,

established primarily to provide kerosene for domestic, commerciahangtipal lighting, grew rapidly
despite competition from American imports. By the 1890s it was a large industry, supplying kerosene as
well as lubricating oils, sulphates, waxes and fly ash for domestic farming and manufacturing processes.
In 1886 the Mururundi Petroleum Oil Cannel Company began exploitation of a large oil shale resource
near Nowlands Gap on the Liverpool Range. Despiteactinglarge amounts of the mineral this

company lacked the capital to develop a system to transport shale frorméht the Great Northern

Railway. Its operations had ceased by the 1890s and the deposits lay dormant until 1905 when they were
taken up by the Australian Shale Syndicate. This company developed an aerial ropeway to transport oil
shale from the mine ta loading point near Temple Court Railway Station. A private railway provided a
connection between the ropeway and Great Northern Railway.

In 1910 the operation was taken over by the Brfisistralian Oil Company. This company constructed
retorts for proessing the shale into crude oil. The oil was railed to a refinery at Hamilton near
Newcastle. During 1910 the aerial ropeway failed and mining operations were transferred to Ardglen.
Operations ceased completely during the Great War when the companytedigiidation. Demolition

of most surface works occurred during 1818.

(I*'CA&GWH #)&;3&?F>AHLISI"# K" @B*. @0*ARBH#0 K&-("$.*@#%;,>88KBE:!
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Figure 37: 13 standard gauge,-dvheel, railway tank wagons, Nos 3 to 15, built by Clyde Engineering Pty Ltd in Grauinde

1912 for the British Ausadian Oil Co. Ltd.They carriedTemi oil shale from Murrurundi to Hamilton near Newcasilee tank

wagons were indirectly acquired by the NSW Government Railways and numbered in the fhifags) and W (Way and
Works) series and appear to have besedito carry watetMuseum of Applied Arts and Sciences.

An evocative description of the shale works and the lives of the miners enfrengeal 190Murrurundi

Public Schookxcursion of38 fourth and fifth class students (23 boys and 15 dolff)e worls. The

children saw the miners lived in huts of bark and two tents H PLQH ZDV PHWWHY ORQJ C
little tunnel with a slabbed roof and wélll Z Lam&rrqw trollyline [sic] leading into itJThe trolley was

drawn by a pony. A furnadaside the mine drew air through the works

The shale when pressed and rubbed a good deal, that is in the ground, looks like marble on the
sides, but in the middle it is like a mass of slate. The shale is good, but the poorest shale will
produce at least 3@ 40 gals, ofpetroleum]oil to the ton. The richest produces 130 gals, to the
ton.

The mine employed 12 hands who used ratchet drills to bore wide holes to carry explosive to split the
shale. The manager, Mr Donaldson, had explored the seam and egtimnan 12 to 15 chains into the
mountain north to west and a seam of first quality shale at least 1.5m wide sat underneath a deep layer of
poor-quality carboniferous shale. The mine manager seems to have been raising investment as he was
sending fundsat England and Glasgow. Meanwhile he was constructing a road to the mine and had
secured 50 acres for a township:

« when word is received, arrangements will be made for the erection of 25 cottages. The shale
will be carried over the mountain by an endliegasmway, and put in the trucks at Temple Court.
The miners are now engaged getting out 60 tons ofdiasts shale, and 60 tons of second grade,
which is to be sent to Glasgow for assay. Let us hope that the results will most sugcessful.

In 19094.910the British Australian Oil Co. Ltgurchased the Temiine from the Australian Shale
Syndicate Ltd: The companyuilt a crude oil retort at Temple Court, 1.2 km west of Murruramdi an
aerial rope way was used to carhake oil from Temio theretort. The retorted oil was then transported

in these wagons along a short private railway line to the Temple Court exchange sidings on the NSW
Government Railway$main Northern Lie and thence to the refineryta@milton. The Temi mine
apparentlyclosedin about 1913although here seems to have been some hope a$e¢he Shale Mine

y-"-'-23.$*23$U-.".23.$!.:#10 !:8 IF24B9LN. ()&CH*"*31:H:8!52AC(@(5(17));<==000>0*"*3:H:852AC(@(5(1?>.17=1189H988K
*IXZ"Z"WSG7#2.28#01 SKA32HAQ $$V_\&\|=>BQ;'(4:H:9<ER));<==24*>+1@>*2=?4*37R08::K8I9EKE}H

66


http://www.warrah1912subdivision.com/442090225

I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

Employees Association was formed in 1914ocals held out hope the mine would reopen well into the
1920s but were disappointedThe Temple Court line was lifted in 198hd the station was removed in
the 1980s.

3.11.5 Quarrying

Hard rock quarrying has occurred in various places across the Liverpool Plains with the largest

operations located at Willow Tree and Ardglen. In 1896 an area within the Village of Ardglen was

reserved for quarrying purposes. A guarry was subsequentljogedeon this site by thieSW

Government Railways to supply ballast for tracklaying and maintenance. A railway siding to the quarry
was opened in 1903. Expansion of quarrying operations occurred in the 1950s and 1960s. Associated
infrastructure improvemestncluded relocation of an overhead water tank from Ballina to the quarry

siding in 1950, purchase of a Fiat tractor in 1951 and an air compressor in 1955. After closure for a

period the quarry was+@pened in 1962 with expansion of the rail sidings @mstruction of plant, bins

and conveyors. During 1964 new electric motors were purchased and a second loading chute constructed.
Quarry operator Daracon are currently planning expansion of the quarry.

The Willow Tree Gravel Quarry was established southeEWillow Tree in 1995. This quarry provides
materials for a variety of applications, including railway capping, road baséaseband fill materials
for use acrosbISW.

3.11.6 Gold mining

Gold was discovered at Bingara in 1852, on Australian AgticalltCompany lands in 1852 at Nundle

and at Copeland, near Gloucester, in 18191866 the Northern Golflelds supported 2500 diggers, of
whom half were Chinese At Bowling Alley Point at Nundle in 1879, a party of 12 Chinese inspired
new interest irthe aged field by washing up 50 ounces of gold after labouring for about sevenaweeks.
While gold mining did not directly affect the villages in the Liverpool Plains Shire, its proximity and the
resulting traffic encouraged the growth of commerce andatian to the area, as well as the
development of local law enforcement.

3.11.7 Mining landscapes

John Perry formed the Wilga Coal and Coke Co Ltdidre Wilgasfin 1913 but the company was
liquidated after World War IAt the time Carter wrotdhe UpperMookiin 1874,coal slack or dross
could still be seen on the Quirin@unnedah Road.The quarries at Ardglen and Willow Creek are also
mining landscapes.

In 2014 BHP released a plan for a large coal mine at Caroona, which was met with protestdfom loc
farmers about the impact of mine subsidence on farmland and alluvial aguifeesCaroona Coal
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Action Group protested the mine, arguing the cropland of the Liverpool Plains and the black soil was
vital.( BHP had paid $100 million to the then Labavgrnment for the licence in 2006. In 2016, after

the NSW Gateway Panel found the project at Caroona could cause subsidence of 8500 hectares of land
and direct subsidence impacts to 2000 hectares of cropland, the INla¢iatal Party government led

by Mike Baird bought the lease for $220 millipn.

Coal mining activity is still on the table at Breeza. In 2008 the Chinese goveromeat mining

company Shenhua paid $300 million for coal exploration rights. This was met with significant protests
from Caroma Coal Action Group, the Lock the Gate Alliance and others, who advocated for the
protection of the black soil plains that define the region. In 2013\ 8W Planning and Assessment
Commission approved ShenhfidVatermark openut mine projectaccepting assurances that mining
would be confined to the hills above the black soil plains and would not affect fertile-dredsral
Government approvals followed, despite anihe advocates warning the proposal would destroy a
community of threatertebox gum: Farmers and environmentalists who were critical of the project were
concerned about the impacts of the mine on water systems, including creeks and-agjhifensine
proposal remains hotly contested.

The protestnovement embodied by the Caroona Coal Action Group and Lock the Gate is a phenomenon
that speaks to the difficulty of reconciling mining activity with predominately agricultural landscapes.

1( 'Mike Foley, ‘Farmer fury: Shenhua shakes foundations’, The Land, 5 Feb 2015, 3));5<==000>)3&4*?C>.17>*2=5)1'G=EEL9IEE=}7&)
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3.12 NSW theme Pastoralism

Figure 38: State Records NS\8urveyor Generdf Sketchbook$|RS138861-[X762]-Volume 5 Part 469 | Districts- Sketch
shewing the plan for the extension into the interior of several squatting districts. Maranoa, Gwydir, LiverpanlBlgmand
Wellington.1851.[Sketch book 5 folio 104]

Until the later twentieth century pastoralism dominated the Liverpool Plains. Cattle aviikietie

squattersn the mid1820s and merino sheep and metimoss were run for both wool and meat. tBa
unirrigated Liverpool Plains, grazing was prone to booms and busts, where overstocking in good years
led to devastating mortality in drought years. In the depression of the 1840s local graziers realised they
could get more from sheep and cattle byibgithem down for tallow to sell to British explosives
manufacturersThe wool industryexpanded with land clearing, improved pastures, and better fencing
and geat woolsheds, like that giVindy fare a testament to the importance of watithough the

decline of wool prices after the 1950s prompted many landowners to prefer cattle.

The demands of the pastoral industry have shaped the Liverpool Plains. Travelling stock routes (see
Transport) thread through the region. The sale yard at Quirindi is dentstatiscape feature associated

with pastoralism.

HP*)&/LIL]L 144511181
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Figure 39: J.R. Clarke$ record wool load Quirindi, NSW, circa 19006LNSW

Figure 40: Quirindi sale, Mr & Mrs R B Ingall in buggy. Cattle being auctioné@uirindi, NSWpcp_04028, ¢ 1910,
Photographed by Cosmos Studios, Quirindi, Digital order no:bcp_04028

Meat exports feature highly in the history of the Liverpool Plains. The Grékieia Export set up
operations at Werris Creek Meatwofksm 1894 to 1902, at The Gap, although drought rendered the
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enterprise unprofitableMillions of live animals were exported from Werris Creek each year for

slaughter in Sydnefat the Riverstone Ehatworks and the State Abattoir in Homebush from 1864d)
Newcastle: In the 1930s the Tamwaorth Dairy Cooperative proposed building a new meahatYlesris
Creekin the 1930s to reduamsts andhe wastage caused by injury to captive animAis.abdtoir was
established at Tamworth by the Council lha tebateabout a new meatworks for Werris Crafrkgged

on for more than a decadéappears that nortivestern graziers eventually settled on Narrableat

killed on the northern tablelands was trucked to Werris Creek and despatched to Sydney and Newcastle
for exportin the 1940s, as the photograph below indicates.

ALST PALLAN SAR MENORIAL s

Figure 41 Ernest McQuillan, AEXANDRIA, NSW. 194@85-06. Boxs of meat rations frorverris Creek,NSW being
unloaded from a goods train onto army lorries at the goods yard. These rations are brought from the country and concentrated
at city stores before being sentBotain to relieve the food shortage.

Freezingworks operated at Quirindi, Werris Creek, and Currabubula. These were also associated with
rabbiting.

The history of Warrah Station, the biggest pastoral run on the Liverpool Plains, illustrates the shifts in
the pastoral industry and land management jgesbver time and is presented here as a case study.
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3.12.1 A case study: he history of Warrah Station
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Figure 42: Kerry & Co image othe 1901WindyWoolshed fronmttp://Amww.warrah1912subdivision.com/135366715

The Australian Agricultural ComparfAAC) was formed in England in 1824ter Commissioner Bigge
inspected the Colony of NSW and recommended a company be formed under an Act of Parliament to
grow fine wool He suggested it raisgorking capital of £1,000,008nd be giverm Crown Grant of one
million acres.This is theMillion Wild Acresthat the latderic Rolls wrote about in his pioneering
environmental history of the Pilliga and the Liverpool Plaingestors gathered and the Company was
incorporated by Chartéhrough the British Parliament in 1824.

AAC representatives consulted with Surveyon&al John Oxlewnboutlandthat suitedhe company
primary purpose of growing fine wodrhey rejectedhis suggestions of the Liverpool Plains or Upper
Hastings River as they were too far from tloast and considered other sites in the settled dsstfdhe
Upper Hunter and Bathurst region were prone to land use cofmflietAAC agreedPort Stephenswith
its harbour, was most suitaldad began to establish operations there by 1826.

The AAC struggled for some yeawgth the scale of its enterpésespecially asie coastalPort Stephens
holdings were not entirely suitable for raising healthy sh8eg=dward Parry (no relation to this author)
became commissioner in 1829 and began to stabilise the management and seek better land. He
investigatel the possibility of the company surrendering up to 600,000 §423000 hectaresif the

Port Stephens properity exchange fotand more suitable for the compa%yurposesParry engaged
surveyor Henry Dangar to examine options for more suitable goantl after exploring inland,ahgar
recommended two tracts of country at Warrah Creek and Goonoo Goonoo. He subsequently
accompanied Sir Edward Parry odetailed investigation of this countaynd Parry advised his directors
the Liverpool Plains wagdmirably adapted to the CompaSyprincipal object, maintenance of fine

AF&S5RMIE+51WH B-1(*@.*B5' .+ @ (-*EB:9*2ACKEVC EV[WHGCBQ?+2% | 1A&)51AHIL/L;! BIL!
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woolled sheepfAlthough Governor Bourke was not supportiviee AAC received twgrants of 240,000
acres and 360,000 acnehichcame into the comparfypossession in 1833 and wemmed Warrah and
Goonoo Goonog

In October 1833 the Australian Agricultural Company advertisegdar good shearers at Warrah,
Liverpool Plains, to commence shearing efNbvemberf- However Warrah lacked water and during
the 1840s, when wool was a downturn, sheep remained pasturedat Stephens and on Goonoo
Goonoo.The company was also distracted byvbey profitableHunter Valleycoalmining monopoly
that had been handed to it in 188@arrah was used to fatten cattle and grow cropstladestern
section was leased Edward Hamilton of Collaray

In1852 the Goonoo Goonoo rand all the livestock on Warratassold to the Peel RiveCor The

gold rushes triggered a demand for meat anti@®Athe AAChad 42,295 sheep at Port Stephand
10,255 wethers fattening on Warraimtil drought, followed by incessant rain, ended what then
commissioneHodgsonsaid was thepputcher§ marketfStill, Hodgson$ plans to utilise Warrah for
sheep breeding and fine wool production weetl up bythe capitalintensive nature of theoal mining
operations: In 1862 company directors finally gainedareholder support for improvements on Warrah
andGeneral SuperintendeBC Merewether was allocated £30,000 to improve the property

In 1864the AAC Company purchasei380 ewes from Andrew Loder at Colly Creskd others from
surrounding stationdlerewethehada woolshed and yards completed in time for sheashgep were
pastured oWest Warrah and Merewethstationed an overseat Windy Points Fencing of Warrah
commenced in 1867 with forty miles of wire laid out during the year. Flock sizes increased dramatically
in the late 1860s with 84,719 sheep shorn in 1870.

The Australian Town and Country Journ$ltravelling reportevisited Warrah during shearing season in
1871. He was fascinated by the shagghing process and infrastructure developed to sup@ord it
described the washpotachnology

The water is obtained here by damming back Warrah Creek with a rampart Gt qaetter of a

mile long, by which means a large area of ratiillow and, also rather hard water is secured,

from which Appold$§ eighteerinch centrifugal pump raises a powerful stream, the barrel being
inserted in a slabbed well alongside the dam.whele plant is exceedingly neat, complete and
arranged on the square where the pump at the further end of the engine shed is discharging into
the reservoir, from which it descends by eight spouts underneath, where sixteen men wash 1400
to 1500 sheep-day. The men stand in metal tubs, and are encased in waterproof sacks coming
down over the tubs at either end of each spout. The jet is about seven feet of a fall from the
surface otthe reservoir to the she&back, the reservoir capacity being 5000 galléited by

the pump in forty five seconds. A long supply tank at right angles to the reservoir conducts water
to the two boilers bedded in earth in the foreground, which are just equal to filling thtaskak

with a judicious mixture of soap, caustic apdnd water, at 110 degrees, renewable four times a
day, and assisted and maintained at that figure by two hot water tanks standing alongside the
engine shed. The engine is a sixteen hpseer locomotive one, of Clayton aSthuttewort Ksf|

Y W'&+512/163& QQPKKKH

* HGC?8KL?()1' IBK>H>:cEE

1 IW'&+517/163&!QQP/HL:8 !

" W'&+51PHIL<:II JIK !

1#IW'&+5117HIL<898BIE

1$1Q25)*4(*1610?1b P127?)'GF12'2*BC>:9>:cL !
1%4638&"80.*5)48IP3'12(.4&2C1%27?)&_(@&(5)'(.) "'&0518:1,)1A&' 1:cBK!
1&IW'&+51PHIL <8KIBKHI

73



I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

has been woihkg four years without standing in need of aapairs, while another of twenty
horsepower has not as yet been unpacked.

Thecorrespondent went on to describe the Warrah Woolahdather buildings:

The woolshed, which stands on rising ground closénbethe head station at East Warrah, is not
remarkable for size or pretension, but it is a cool serviceable sheehuilelbnd has a good,
roomy,shearingfloor. Thirty pair of shears undressing thirty fleece bearers, make a busy scene
« 7KH S U Hdbd oldvadk and pinion capable of turning out a dozen bales a day, averaging
three hundredweight, and branded A.A..Co.

« East or New Warrah, beside the woolshed, boasts the m&heggdence, a very

commodious andomfortable cottage, about to beamgied, also sheareflsarrack, store, stone

stable, and odbuildings ; and has a grand leolkit upon the home plain dotted with cattle, and
ZDWHUHG E\ :DUUDK &UHHN « 20G :DUUDK EHDUV RXW LWV WL
forlorn « Windy Point,or:HVW :DUUDK KDV D GHQVH SRSXOPWLRQ « 7KF
cottage, store, huts, drafting yards, and large dam for watering sheep, which watering is

extensively provided over the estate, for, in addition to several dams, there are wells sunk, eight

of which are worked by horse whims.

In 1872 efforts were commenced to improve the quality of the flock. Fencing of Warrah West
commenced in 1873 ande enclosure of East Warrah was completed by 1875. In December that year
over 110,000 sheep were pastuoedthe entire ruand92,413 sheeprere sheared ih875:

The same article included an account of preparations being made for construction of a new homestead at
Warrah

The proposed edifice promises to outshine its predecessor judging by the plan of the building
shown me by Mr. Fairbairn. The rooms will be twelve in number, of the usual reception and
living character, the construction of the villa being hardwood wittkldaandations. It was
originally decided that the whole composition should be brick, and in view of this a contract was
entered into for the delivery of 1000 bricks (guaranteed) at 31s 6d per 100@xpbéds fwho

prided themselves on knowing good cfegm bad, were shown a pit by Mr. Fairbairn, and at
once pronounced the material to be excellent. A kiln in due course was burnt, but to the horror
and dismay of the contractors, it was found that the bricks were worthless, so that the contract
was considred off, and the idea @building a brick housabandoned. The present foundations
are composed of Murrurundi bricks, which are expensive, the cost for carriage delivered at
Willow Tree being £2 per 1000.

A correspondent writing for thiglaitland WeeklWMercuryin October 1901 dested the new Windy
Woolshed asgiganticfand thebest woolshed | have ever seen

On entering | found about 24 mbénsy cutting off the golden fleece with the Burgon shearing
machines« $IWHU ORRNLQJ DU RdXQv@s Whed t&/teHDd) toQnd. IldiRo, and
found a wool press and dumper in work, both working under the hydraulic pressure. Two men
were pressing and one dumping, another weighing, branding, and booking the weights. There
were over one hundred baleshe shed. There are bins for different classes of wool between the

1 1Q25)*4(*1610?!b P12?)'GF12'2*BCc>:9>:cL !
1(1Q25)*4(*1510?1b IP127?)'GF12'?*4Bc>:9>:CL
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shearing floor and wool room. The roof of the shearing floor is a considerable height and has
plenty of ventilation from the sides and light W kgHt from the roof appears to be ofuver,
protected by small wire netting The men have good sleeping apartments, also cooking and
dining rooms. All buildings are apart from each other.

The correspondertt report, published in December 1896, noted that 159,000 sheep had been shorn on
Warrah that year with a yield of 2,589 bales of wool. The Warrah Woolshed had been expanded and was
able to accommodate 62 shearers using hand shears. There appears to have been a double board with 32
men able to be accommodated each side of the catchiegByethis time pressing and dumping of wool

was undertaken using a hydraulic system. The woolshed was capable of holding 6,000/stthep.

Woolshed was still equipped with Burgon Sheep Shearing Machines for the 1912 shearingrsgtason

ran 44 stands.

Pressure to subdivided Warrah for closer settlement had begun to bear on the Australian Agricultural
Company in the earliwentiethcentury. The eastern part of the run around the present village of Willow
Tree was subdivided by the company in 1908. Sules#cubdivisions occurred as follows:

The following year, the government publicised its intention to resume a further 45,000 acres on
Warrah Station. After a lengthy court case, which the governmentthalandwas eventually

sold in 1911. And althougliné Company continued to prosper, these events began a process of
resumption (further subdivisions occurred in 1914, 1935 and 1967) which saw the gradual
withdrawal of the Company from Warrah Station to properties elsewhere (especially
Queensland). In 196%he homestead itself was sold, leaving the Company with about 33,000
acres onjindy fStation in the northwest corner of the original grast.

"8b5b04q

= -

Figure 43: State Library oNSW, Collection of Australian Agricultur@ompany maps folder,€084780002
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3.13 NSW theme Science
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Ted Whitten on the verandah pbwerstoft] photographed by Mrs Betty Fishévir Whitten was a keen amateur astronomer.
Other instruments on verandah table include a barometer, sun clock, protractor, magnet, tape measure. Telescoparstill exists
Tasmania Gaspard via Quirindi, NSWycp_04086

This theme is not overly strongly represented in the Liverpool Pdaiitsis unclear the extent to which
people experimenting with new ways to access the resources of the local area have documented their
work. As the photograph indicates, science wasgufar activity for localgndscientific endeavours

have affected life for its inhabitant®ne example is the manner in whidrlg attempts to raise sheep on
the Liverpool Plains were affected by epidemics of catarrh and sheep scab, or infestatiRsowaifties
communis ovisScab arrived with the First Fleet and often travelled with flocks, meaning that stations
that were close to travelling stock routes, lipdooki fand MValhallow fsuffered severe outbreaks. Until

the 1860s, the only effective treant for scab was slaughtering and burning animals. The introduction
of sheep dips, or tobacco and lime or kséphur bathso the Liverpool Plains as part of the washing
processnabled the eradication of the disease by 1869.

1P &'1;;188L —88c!
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Liverpool Plains resideathave conducted a range of experiments with animal #¥¢dllhallow $
managefrJ Croaker developed a technique of making ensilageVesimgated thistle.

American migrant Roy Eykamp (see 9.2.5) developed new irrigation methods and created a manopoly o
kikuyu after devising a method to separate the tiny, invisible seeds from the grass using a modified
windrow harvester to thresh and clean the seeds. The equipment Eykamp developed was usually recycled
from other machines and much of it remains in usthereEykamp property today. Eykamp also

developed new ensilage and feedlot techniques, including feeding corn husks and urea:to cattle.

The addition of zinc to pastures after the 1966w which Roy Eykamp claims credithasenabled
crop yields to improve.

"ITQAZSZY 6]#> 1" $*.(@*23F *. @Y +-'A OSK(*(#$Q.N*ASEBS/HOSK &-("SKIQHUDIDBY>I3)); <==74*>+1 @>*2=24*$?805
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3.14 NSW theme Technology
8+(.7.(#1$*23$9'&+#11#1$*118&+ *(#330.("$("#SE280 @#35#$&'$-1#$&BS:#+"+2 +* @$*' (1$* BS99 @ #3$1+.#2+#1

This report has already included examples of technology in use for mining, butter making, and other
activities.Technology has affected every element of life on the Liverpool Plsieshanisation has

reduced the amount of manual handling and resultedjirehlevels of production of both agricultural

and manufactured goods. It has also reduced employment levels by cutting down the number of hours
required to perform task¥he movement of watehrough irrigatiorhas been aided by technology.

A significant local example is the changes to shearing practice brought about by technological
innovation.

Figure 44: First trial of machine shearing ofiallaway fivoolshed. Blade shearers in foreground, LE8IONSWbcp_04020

The last deades of thaineteentttentury saw a contest develop between wddnventors of shearing
machinery. By 1888 a war of words had erupted between Frederick Wolseley, inventor of mechanical
shears, and John Suckling who had patented a shearing machinedbweompressed air (Maitland
Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser 16.2.1888). The Australian Agricultural Company weighed
into this debate in June that year, offering Wolseley and Suckling the opportunity to install 25 machines
each in the Warrah @bIshed. The company indicated that it would fit the shed out entirely with the
most successful apparatus. Suckling accepted but Wolseley declined. In consequence fifty of $uckling
compressed air driven machines were installed at Warrah, making it treefogt woolsheds in

Australia fitted with shearing machineryNéwcastle Morning Herald & Miners Advocée5.1888)

Later reports indicate that Sucklifignachines were a failure and the shed reverted to hand shearing. It
was still being shorn by hariidl 1896 when a correspondentTtbe Maitland Weekly Mercumisited the

run. Mechanised shearing was introdusglten\Wallabadahinstalleda steam powering system.
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Figure 45: Engine room, Wallabadah statiomhis image shows the steam engi8eNSWhbcp_04073
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3.15 NSW theme Transport
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3.15.1 Road transport

The Liverpool Plains is inland and is not served by deep water courses so road transport has been pivotal
to its developmenBecause road transport was so slow before motor transport, the Liverpool Plains
was dotted with villages that were withanday$ travel by horsebackvillages like Bundella and

Colly Blue declined dramatically with mechanisati®iallabadah was initially the larger settlement

in the Liverpool Plains because it was on the main northern road, and at the intersection afredth

began as stables for John Gilmail coaches.

The routes through the area begathe 1820s@s unmade tracksasDurrant saysearly travellers and
teamsters were @lhe mercy of rainfall on urmade roads; black soil and sand dufasls were in
place at Wallabadah and Willow Tree to fund the building of roads which in the early days had
gorduroyfunderlay of pine poles under black soil. Tar was not introduced to Quintd the
1920s

Bullocks and horses were vital to transport until well into the twentieth century and they pulled all
carts and drays. Bullocks were slow but particularly useful when pulling heavy loads on unmade
roads and between stations and remaiiimeuse until well after World War One.

Figure 46:!Harry Whitten, lillock team with load of wool at “Lowerst@ifiGaspard via QuirindiSLNSW, bc4089, ¢ 1918

Wealthier Liverpool Plains residents bought the earliest catsiri®10s and motmedtruck
transport begins to appear in images from the 1920s.

1[2"*2)/1899K/1;18: |
"[2"+2)/1899K/1;18: |

8C



I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

Figure 47: Off to polo in a De Dion BoutonQuirindi, [circa 1915], SLNSW, bcp_04057

3.15.2 Travelling stock routes

During thenineteenth century, the Pastures Protection Board established a network of travelling stock
routes to facilitate the movement of stock around the colony, so they could be sold, butchered, moved out
of the way of floods, or protected from drouglm. manyplaces stock routes traversed pastoral holdings.
Travelling stock routes required infrastructure, such as wells for watering and yards fof echlso

often contain remnant populations of native flora.

The Cattle Lane was the major travelling stoaidte. It crossed through the Liverpool Plains, enabling
stock from as far as Queensland to travel to Flemington Markets in Sydney.

Travelling stock presented risks to pastoralists, as they could mingle with existing herds and carry
significant diseasdie sheep scab. As stock was moved along these routes landholders had to be
warned 24 hours in advance that stock would cross their bounddrissiotice had to be given by hand,

so that he could have time to shift his stock off the route and avoidggétem mixed up with the

travelling mob. This was known gsoxing up.If this happened, the stock would have to be taken to the
nearest yards and drafted out, and this might take several days. If the fault was with the drover he would
hawe to pay the ast of draftings

#63&IS12+! T*CCL.N/!NE
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Figure 48: Detail of Surveyor Gener& 1884 Mapf NSWshowing stock routes, tanks, wells, and trucking stati®hslSW
Reserves are marked in green, trucking stations are signified by a large blaakditenks and wells armarked by smaller
black dots.

In theParish of Wallalan 1884TSR 1144 travelling NE from Walhallowasnotified 22 March 1878.
It joined TSR 464m which had been notified on 21 November 1871. This appears to follow the current
Kamilaroi Highway and travelled to Quirindi. TSR 1144 continued towards Werris Creek.

TSR 27624 (adjacent to the Mooki north of Walhallow Homestead)dedicated on 23 April 1898 as a
reserve for stock.

TSR 27623 & 2774Werenotified 23 April 1898 & 21 May 898. These travelled due north from TSR
27624.

In theParish of Lawsoin 1893TS & CR 47210 on eastern side of Bundella Villaggenotified on 28
December 1865[S & CR 37177 & 37178verenctified on the eastern bank of Premer Creek on 12
March 1904.

Bundella General Cemetewasdedicated 14 October 1881 within TSR 472bQheParish of

Currabubuldan October 1886 a large Reserve of 750 acres (C. & T.S.R. 2459) was dedicated as a
camping and travelling stock reserve. This reserve, located at the southern end of the Duri Stock Route
and on the western side of Currabubula Village, reinforced the onigofrggtance of this stock

crossing.The size of this reserve, 252 square acres, provides clues to the largesrafratmerk that

were traversing this route on the way to market, or to and from various pastoral propddmporary

Town Common, createsbuth of the Village of Currabubula in 1889, may have also provided pasturage
for stock waiting to be loaded onto trains in the Currabubula Trucking ¥ards.

d610?11-IP2"*A2A24*1P12?)G!1-IR2.N4*?CItH9E
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3.15.3 Railways

As railways snaked out acrosSW from the 1850s onwards, they both revolutiodis@d supplanted
earlier transport option§he Great Northern Railway was progressively constructed from Newcastle to
Maitland from the early 1850s and was expanded further into the Hunter Valley during the 1860s. By
May 1872 the line had been completeduswellbrook and a terminus was established at Murrurundi in
April that year. In May 1873 John Sutherland, Minister for Public Works obtained parliamentary
approval for construction of railway lines from Goullburn to Wagga Wagga, Kelso to Orange and
Murrurundito Tamworth. Survey of a line from somewhere near Quirindi to Moree was authorised in
November 1873.

Coaching lines modifietheir routes and opened new routes to adjust to the development of new rail
termini. Coach operators appear to have beam ko establish routes to railheads developed under the
ambitious 1879 railway expansion program of the PaRasertson government.

The Great Northern Railway reached the Liverpool Plains in the mid 1870s and by 1878 the line had
been completed to Wies Creek.The private town of Werris Creek prospered on the development of the
railways.In 1876 while the railway was being construct@thns had been put in place to construct a
branch line from Werris Creek to Gunnedah and Narrabri. The railwayrgctish camp located on the
northern side oWerrisCreek attracted labourers and their families. A small village grew around this
camp and by October 1877 this community was described as hfivieg stores, a wine shop, a

butcher$ shopfand a number of residenees

The construction of railway lines to Tamworth and to Gunnedah established Werris Creek as an
important rail junction. The rail junction was situated on the southern si#eiofs Creek and by early

1879 railway yards and facilities were being construatddis location. By May 1879 the post office
established in the former construction camp had been relocated to the new railway Atgtiand

railway station was constructed where the Gunnedah Branch met the Great Northern Railway. The
station buildiys included a hotel and refreshment room with a large kitchen constructed for passengers
travelling through the junction. When constructed these grand buildings sat in the middle of open
paddockse

Werris Creek grew in importance as a rail junction afdrraintenance location despite clamour from
businesspeople in Quirindi for the establishment of railway workshops in their town. Public meetings
held at Quirindi in 1886 presented an optimistic case for establishment of a rail maintenancejfiacility
ca® Werris Creek does not meet requirements

As theNSW government forced closer settlement onto the larger pastoral runs in the early years of the
twentiethcentury new railway lines were planned to service expanded agricultural production and
growing regonal communities. In 1912franch lineconnecting Dubbo to Werris Creek was planned.

At the same time the Engineer of Tamarang Shivestigated local iron bark supplies astddied

possible locations for railway stations along the route. His inveistigatere undertaken to ensure

avoid the potential of railway stations and towereestablished on stony ridgand not on the

blacksoil of the plains. His recommendations included relocation of a proposed station at Walhallow.
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Construction of the Dubbim Werris Creek line commenced in 1913 and led to the development of new
towns and villages such as Premer and Spring Ridge

The completion of the North Coast Railway during the Great War reduced the volume of rail traffic
travelling north through WeiCreek and the development of the town slumped during the Great
Depression. This trend was reversed dutirgSecond World Warhena military supply depot was
established on pastoral land close toWweris Creekailway junction. The staff of the raihy
Refreshment Room were called upon to feed thousands of troops transiting through Werris Creek on
their way to and from Queensland.

The introduction of diesel locomotives into tR&EW Government Railways and largeale withdrawal

of steam locomotives created great uncertainty in Werris Creek. Steam locomotives had required a
substantial workforce for maintenance, preparation and fuelling. The passing of this technology
threatened manjpbs on which the town depended. Between 1954 and 1961 the population of the town
declined from 2,409 to 2,299. The gradual decline in jobs was further accentuated by the closure of the
Werris Creek Coal Mine in 1963The importance of the rail junctias presently sustained by the large
volumes of rail traffic carrying coal from Gunnedah and Narrabri.

Despitethe town$ long-term declinethe significance of Werris Creek as a railway junction was
reinforced when it was chosen to host the AustraliaiwRgiMonument. This project was inspired from
the vision of retired railway workers Chris Holley and Les Brown. The national monument contains the
names of over 2,400 railway workers who have lost their lives at work on Australian railways or as a
result d injuries sustained at work.

3.15.4 Air transport

Figure 49: First landing at Braefield aerodrome, the day before the official open@girindi, NSW, November 1939LNSW
bcp_040093
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The first aerodrome for Quirindi was ediabed at Braefield in 1938n a portion of land bought from
KColly Creek Estat§ The joint committee of the Tamarang Shire and Quirindi Municipal Councils,
under the leadership of Councillor Eric Cadell, drove the creation of the aerodrome, sitipploet of

the Department of Local Government, the town clerk PG Pryor, shire engineer RW Hope, and the
Quirindi Press. The aerodrome was officially opened in Novembéie site was selected as it remained
hard in all weathers. Tamarang Shire Councildit the investment was necessary for defence
purposes, enabled Quirindi to link to an envisioned network of air services within the Commonwealth.

The aerodrome had been many years in the planning but its opening came just weeks after the outbreak
of the Second World War. At this time there was a rapid expansion of local aerodromes, often using
unemployment relief grants. The Commonwealth Department of Civil Aviation was establishing
Advanced Operational Bases around the coast from Cairns to MallatmAthury and Derby, and by

the end of the war 135 runways had been built. Although the impetus to create them was military, these
were the bones of the Commonwealth network of air civil services and over the course of the war many
similar aerodromes becanowned by the Commonwealth.

EastWest Airlines Ltd was formed in July 1947 from the Anson Holding Company, which was linked to
the Wollongong and South Coast Aviation Service and had flown an Avro AnsehSKkHfrom

Tamworth to Sydney in June 1947. Tateirman of the new company was DN Shand and the directors
were P Carter of Quirindi, R Jackes of Armidale and Basil Brown, a former RAAF squadron leader. It
was headquartered at Tamworth, with a fleet of XRAAF Ansons that were converted to civil uke.
opened with a TamwortBydney service and aspired to link all major towns in the Néf#ist» East

West Airlines received a full airline licence on 30 September 1948 and applied for licences to fly to
Armidale, Brisbane, Glen Innes and Moree. In Apg#48 it commenced TamwortBlen InnesBrisbane
services. By 1950 it was flying Sydn€&unnedah servicesAt some stage in this period Ea&est was
flying from Quirindi.

The town of Quirindi was indirectly involved in an air disaster in SeptemberwBd8 the Australian
National Airways DG3 Lutanaon the SydneyBrisbane run crashed into the Square Peak (Mt Crawney)
in the Liverpool Ranges near Quirindi, killing three crew and 10 passeii¢erairliner went missing in
bad weather on 2 September arabvost for some days until an E&gest aeroplane, acting on a hunch
from a pilot that the.utanahad tried to evade bad weather near the coast, flew inland towards Quirindi
and spotted the wreckage. A foot party of police set out from Quirindi and Tamtwdhe sitex The

plane was wrapped up in a tree 100 feet short of the summit and there were no suihevgreckage

of the plane remainis situ, although in 1983 the propeller was removed and placed at a memorial in
Nundle.Five of the crash vians are buried in Tamwortin 2018, the granddaughter of one of the
victims, Tasmani& first woman MP Margaret Mcintyre, visited the site and obsejotxlof pieces of
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The crash led to a massive overhaul of air safety in Australia. Despite the fatal crash of the Australian
National Airways DG3 VH-AET in Tasmania in 1946 due to mechanical failure, thedD&as the most
common plane used on domestic routeAustralia and was considered reliable. It became apparent that
the Lutana had been far off course, the floadio and other systems were not working, and Square
Peak was not marked asgpot heighthazard on any mapsAfter a lengthy inquiry JusticBimpson
condemned the Department of Civil Aviation for having installed wireless beacons that were not in use,
having defective equipment, and for their unwillingness to provide radar to civilian traffic controllers
within the state borders. The same wesdses had been identified after the crash of th Eieeman
Victoria a decade previouslyThe Simpson report led to fundamental changes to ground organisation,
map surveys and aircraft control systems, although further research is required tindetdrather

these changes affected operations at Braefield.

Within five years Tamarang Shire Council had decided to replace the airport so it could deal with larger
planes and, presumably, updated systé&ns7 January 1954 Tamarang Shire Coumaddecded to

acquire land for the development of a modern airpo1Bacresite was eventually selected in the

Parish of Gunnadilly west of Quirinttiat was a portion ofpumbellsfand was bought from C&R Mills
Quirindi § Braefield aerodromeas sold in 195@nd by 1957 the new airport was under way

Like almost all country aerodromes of the diéng, newQuirindi aerodromavas designed around the

Douglas DG3. The Department of Civil AviatiofDCA] checked the Tamarar@hire Counci$§

proposed aerodrome site and then prepared a development plan which provided for two consolidated
grass strips, both 500 ft wide. The longer was 5,800 ft while the shorter was 4,700 ft. The work to
prepare the runways was conducted by thenCib and local volunteer labour under the supervision of
DCA, the estimated cost being £12,402. The runway work included grading, draining and sowing with
couch and rye graasThe airport was developed as a communityperative effort.The growth of

grass was so heavy that before construction could commence, the whole area had to be mown. Twenty
landholders voluntarily mowed the entire area in one day using tractor driven mfwengater supply

for the airport was from a bore financed by thmilies of LD, GL, ED and HRarter=
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QUIRINDI
DISTRICT AIRPORT

Figure 50: Quirindi Advocate, 24 September 1957,
http://www.airwaysmuseum.com/Quirindi%20aerodrome%200pening%201957.htm

A passenger terminal building, consisting of a waiting room, porch, @fidgeptic closet§toilets)
was constructed at a cost of £2,000. The total cost of the aerodrome was estimated at £16,000.

The opening of the new Quirindi aerodrome on Saturday 28 September 1957 was a big event for the
town and surrounding districtthe Quirindi Advocatesquated it to theoming of the railway in 1877.

On the great day a large crowd gathered to hear speeches from various dignitarM&dEdstlines

flew in their flagship DE3 VH-EWA for the occasion. At that time Eadtestwasserving 14 airports,
concentrating mainly on intrstate services in NSWhe first scheduled services, operated by Résst
Airlines, commenced on 30 September. Initially Douglas®dircraft were used. These were replaced
by Fokker F27 turboprop airlinets.

Along with the new aerodrome came a new air service, with three southbound flights a week heading for
Sydney and three northbound flights each week heading for Gunnedah or Tamworth, althoigasEast

did hedge their bets somewhat by saying that theg yarsely watching the needs of the Quirindi

people in order to provide the best air service available to them, and it will depend entirely upon the
demands of the people in that area just how frequent the service il be
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Figure 51: Image fromCivil Aviation Historical Society{NE Bradfield collection,
http://www.airwaysmuseum.com/Quirindi%20aerodrome%200pening%201957.htm

The Quirindi Aerodrome was the second established under the Commonwealth Govérhoeait
Ownership Pla, by which the Commonwealth returned control of local airports to local authorities. |
1959 the Department of Civil Aviation reimbursed the Coufitd, 196 +the full cost of development.
By late 1961 the runways had been gravelled and night landingiéadnstalled . The Carter family
sunk a bore for wates

EastWest Airlinesexpanded to cover most of NSW and absorbed South Coast Airwdigsadhtinued
operations to and from Quirindi fbctoberl967for economic reasons but the airport remaimedse.
Airlines of NSWran passenger servicestween March 1970 and April 1971.

On 18 May 1968, HRH Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh visited Quirindi, landing an Andover aircraft
of the Queer$ flight at Quirindi Airport.The visit made the sociphges ofthe RPHQYV :THid N O\
Duke of Edinburgheft on Monday 20 May for Norfolk Island and New Zealand.

For the past four decades the aerodrome has provided support for agricodtemakerciabnd
recreational aviation, air ambulance services dagttftrainingzz

In 2018 Liverpool Plains Shire Council and BAE Systems, one of the users of the airport, identified
PFASA contamination from the historical use of fiighting foams at Quirindi Airport, which will be
monitored until 2020,
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Figure 52 The Australian Women's Weekly 5 June 1968: 11. http://nla.gov.au/nlapag@4895368.
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Figure 53:View of Gistle Mountain, Quirindishowing the town below and a railway siglicirca 1900
SLNSWPXE 711/601

From the earlyineteenttcentury patterns of European settlement in the Quirindi district were heavily
influenced by transport routes leading to the more established parts of the Colony; Newcastle and the
Hunter Valleyto the South; and Tamworth and Armidale to the naithllabadah was the most

important, with Quirindi a close second.

The railway reached Quirinfliom Murrurundiin 1877 For a few year# wasthe end of the lingo
becamea hub for agricultural distoution. As the line moved north, the town of Werris Créatknedto
serve the operations of the railway at a planned junction between thesootthand eastest railway
lines.The railways opened upe region, ands laws arounthnd tenurechangedsmaltscale selectors
and farmers could access lands formerly held under pastoral [Easasilway alssupported the
establishment of secondary industries such as dairgranl husbandry. The later parts of the
nineteenttcentury and the fst decades of theventiethcentury were a time of growth and prosperity in
the region, particularly in Quirindi and Werris Creek which saw substantial growth and investment
although his was often at the expense of smaller settlentigetQuipolly.

The impact of these developments is reflected in the built and landscape heritagegicihé&maller,
more distant settlements like Blackville, set amidst viable and arable lands, have saoimeiagnth
century public buildings (like police stationgjhile private and churehelated buildings from the early
twentiethcentury dominate. Wallabadah has some very fineniateteenticentury buildings, most
notably the Marshall McMahon hotel, along with substantial church buildings from the early et of
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twentiethcenturybut has stalled In Quirindi there are mangubstantial brick buildings dating from the
early part of théwentiethcenturyas earliebuildingswereoften demolishedor lost to fire) and replaced
with more modern structured$lany of those buildings in Quirindi were designed by noted architects and
had influential donors and supporters, mostly landholders, reflecting both the history ardmudkbe
community. Church buildings, both vernacular and archidesigned, dominate tawand village
streescapesreflecting the influence and dominance of the religious presence in the region. Small,
private cemeteries such as at Colly Blue provide testament to some of the §listnilt settlement
patterns.Timber, brick and corrugateition are the dominant building materialéth stone more rarely

used in buildings such as churches and more evident in homesteads.

4.1.1 Quirindi

The plan for Quirindi was drawn up on 15 March 1856 and gazetted on 30 September 1856. The area
covered 100 acres and five buildings were markeNelson$ Inn (the former Telfer Inn, now called

fThe Squatte$ HomeYy, the blacksmitl§ forge, Ben CooK buildings (the Bird in Hand Hotel), and a

hut near an area reserved for a chufdR.G HU §V V K H H &kybrids@n als@r@arked/on the plan,

on the road to Breeza (Bank Lane) but the Loder homestead appears to have been located outside the
townshipz' XUUDQW VXJIJHVWYV LW ZDV RQ WKH KLOQ The tirszsdl¥ov KLIWH G
town allaments followed in December of that year and the blocks on the creek flats sold qtickly

*HRUJH *XUWRQ WKH OLFHQVHH RI 7KH 6 TXDWWHUYfYV +RPH ERXJI
stepdaughter Mary Ann Arndell bought foutook would go on to exparhis interests in the town and

Andrew Loder also bought a number of allotments.

Quirindi T MUilt heritagespeaks to thafluence of transport routeBarly settlement developed on the

flats, around and to the west of Quirindi Creek and south of the Jacob and Joseph Creek. Being located
on the main inland northouth road through colony, commercial development occurred along that path,
with roads and tieks entering the settlement from Murrurundi in the South, Tamworth in the north and
Coonabarabran in the wedn early focus of settlement was along Loder Street and Lennox Street,
including a school, police station, a bank and inns.

By the mid 1870s #h Main Southern Railway had been constructed to Murrurundi to the south and by

1877 it reached QuirindiThe decision by the Government to locate the Quirindi railway station a few
kilometres north of the existing settlemshiftedeconomic activity acres the Quirindi Creek and into

the area immediately to the west of the railway line that ran parallel to, and higher than, Jacob and Joseph
Creek.The Post Office, Court House, Hotel and banking facilitiese established close to ttrain

station. Quinndi remained the end of thiee for themain northsouth railway line for a number of years

while the line north to Tamworth was being built and the town therefore became the hub of agricultural
distribution, with a range of businesses growing in this giathe town.

Quirindi grew substantially after the coming of the railway and, combined with some exceptional harvest
years in the late 1800gyertook Wallabadah and becathe key centre between Murrurundi and

Tamworth. Substantial buildings constrect along George and Station Streets refleitsagtowing

prosperity; fire, changing ownership and technological changes (like the telegraph and car) brought
ongoing development to the main street. fi@omyears of the 1920s brought substantial devetmm

and change and resulted in the predominance of eeghtiethcentury buildings along George and

Station Streets that is obvious today.

The original settlement, south of the Quirindi Creek, faded and became a generally residential area.

“[2"*?)/1:HHI/!;;188  -8K
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4.1.2 Werris Creek

The outstanding example of railway driving settlement is Werris Creek, a town that owes its existence to
the railway.The siteZDV -RKQ @kiQWeiiiFrdek Station, but there was no reason for a town to
exist there before the railwaySingle Street commemorates his ownership and capitalisation on the
presence of the railway line.

At the official opening of the railway line in 1878, Werris Creek as a town did not exist, although a camp
for railway construction workemst The Gaphad someudimentary services. A siding had been built but

a shunting yard, wooden railway station and a station mafagsidence were still under construction.

In 1879, there was still no bridge over the Werris Creek, but a post office had been locatectivthe st

The decision to make Werris Creek the junction of nedith and eastest railway lines saw the
construction of more railway infrastructure, requiring ever more staff and management and in 1885, a
substantial station building was erected, padlirouse railway employeé&bhe town developed as the
railway expanded its personnel and activitigver a governmesglanned town, a range of private
subdivisions from larger rural hatdys put residential and commercial land on the maakdtby the

Great WatWerris Creelhad 1000 residents

In 1917, Werris Creek became the main northern railway depot and base of the District Superintendent;
in 1923 the Binnaway branch line joined the junction; and in 1926 the Railway Traffic Superintendent
was relocad there.All these moves sparked buildingoomsfin the town as accommodation,

commercial and leisure facilities were required. Werris Cfebuilt form entirely reflects the railway in

a number of ways; all civic development is on the eastern sidhe oailway (allowing the railway to

expand to the west); railwaglated buildings are strongly represented (the station, railway institute,
driversfrest house); and the tovindominant architectural character is from the early decades of the
twentiethcentury (there are noineteentrcentury buildings in Werris Creek).

4.1.3 Wallabadah

Wallabadah wasr@inally called Thalabuburi by th&amilaroi people, antbok its name from
MvallabadaHStation, a 44000 acrd18,000 hectareolding taken up in 183% began to develop in the
1850s was proclaimed in 1854nd was once larger than Quirinftirming theroad junction for the mail
coaches from the north and nertlest.Wallabadah had a school ten years earlier than QuirmdB67,
owing to the high number of selectddocks: The town atrophied when the rail went to Quirindi.
Notable buildings include th&nglican Church of the Ascension built in 1886d theMarshall
MacMahon Hotel which dates from about 1867. Acrossftioe hotel is the Catholic Church built in
1910. Other historic buildings include the public school (1879) and school residence (1898).

Wallabadahwas a location for soldier settlement afféorld War 114

4.1.4 Blackville

To stem horse and cattle dirg, the authorities established a police station at Black Creek in the winter
of 1875, under Constable TH Claikhe Singleton Argusaid although the constable was very effective

at his job and the district was important, the building \masretched ttle gunyah containing two

rooms, built of rough slabs and covered with bark sufficiently to allow of the free observation of
Celestial phenomenofNot only was there no room for prisoners, there was no way to keep the weather
out of the documents and futures
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In December 187%he Singleton Argugublished a series callg@ambles on the PlaiffsThe gpecial
reporterfvisited Blackville, which includedthe otherwise welknown locality of Black Creelq

| suppose the title was suggested by the natiitiee soil encountered in reaching the place but |
wonder at the choice which decided the perpetuation of the ungainly adjective in the name. The
nomenclature of colonial districts has, | think, been subjected to great distortion by this extreme
localism Many a rich historic name that would have recalled the traditions of aboriginal
possession with all its strange and interesting associations, has been lost through the indifference
or partiality of civilised successors. For euphony as well as hist@yative names are often far
superior to those of European origin, and many would prefer a change to former appellations,
where a second effort on the part of British colonists could only produce Blackville. Blackville,
however, is the name of a small k=tient on Black Creek, about 46 miles from Murrurundi, on

the road from Murrurundi to Yarraman by way of the AA Comp&mstate. An inn, two stores,

a post office, several private houses and a police station comprise the whole of the buildings in
Blackville. The police station is called such only by the exercise of the greatest courtesy, for a
more ridiculous apology for the headquarters of a police officer can scarcely be imagined. An old
slab hut vacated long since by all ordinary mortals, has beentmadeve the purposes of a

private residence, a loalp, an office where the precious documents of a police station are
preserved, and all incidental businesses transamteldvhere in short the majesty of the law

may be duly exemplified and honoured.

The correspondent noted the roadside inns of the village, and thequglped and furnished stores of
Mr Lennon and Messrs Doherty and Whitton were a welcome sight if one was traversitignitesle |
Warrah Station.

Thereis not anythmg stirring b disturb the monotony of our little village which contains post
and telegraph office and four cottages. This isBldle proper. On Black Creek, one mirom
Blackville proper, is the poliestation, and three residences, the property of Mr. Jamesifdadf
and Mr. J. S. Pengdy. These are freehold§he police station is under the charge of Frktss
Constable Clark, whbas been stationed lefor some time. ldis an energetic officer

St Aidan$ Anglican Church, Blackville wassad by PresbytemaCanon St John for the funeral of Mrs
Henrietta Mercer, widow of Henry Mercer gfVoodlandsin 1939

4.1.5 Yarraman

Yarraman was a post town that formed on Yarraman Station. By 1875 the station was being divided and
reduced by free selection but sopied a number of selectors, most engaged in pastoral pursuits.
Alexander Pyke, the first president of Tamarang Shire Council, had a store there and a hall cafied Pyke
Academy HallWater access in the area was paall shearing wagperformed in the igasefas there

was not enough water for appliances for washing.

4.1.6 Quipolly

Quipolly takes its the name from the first grazing lease in the vall®pipoolifis a Gamilaroi word
meaning waterholes containing fisfand the name has also been teritas@ueepollifor Coeypolly -
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Sir Thomas Mitchell blazed a trail across the Quipolly Valley in 1831 that became the Great North Road
and Stock Route 707. Marion Scott has written that the run was taken up in 1829 by John Single and
John McDonald, from the Hawkesbury and Nepean reispéctBoth men used the Quipolly run as a

base to take up land in the Weia Weia (Werris) Creek valley. John Eales also moved into the area and
because he refused to recognise earlier claims came into conflict with Single, McDonald, and the owners
of Mooki § [poonatand iallawayf Eales incorporated the Quipolly valley into hxury fstation and

took up Jdacob and JosefhCurrubublaf Long Pointfand Mvalhallow by which time the whole area

was known as Walhallow Station. When the Closer SettleAetstcame into force, Eales used his-pre
emptive right to purchase the improved portion of his leasehold and bought most of the land with
permanent waterholes. He sold out to JB, WB and WM Christian in 1867.

Quipolly run remained unfenced, with its livesitan the care of shepherdgpckmenandAboriginal
workers, until the 18904t was therowned by the New Zealand and Australian Land Co. The last
known shepherd was Martin Setchfield, whose hut was near the Quipolly Creek school bAfleing.
the Rokertson Land Act of 186%lespitegovernment attempts to keep the area clear for camping and
watering reservesmall settlers made a town in the area

4.1.7 Willow Tree

Willow Tree was subdivided from Warrah Station in 1908 when the Australian Agraiulompany
released the landit is at the junction of the New England Highway and Merriwa Road and the Main
North Railway Line.

4.1.8 Currabubula

7KH QDPH RI &XUUDEXEXOD RU &XUUDEXEOD LVCarkRbEIKW WR GH
In 1849George Curtis lodged a caveat against John Eales over the Byels838 John Davis hadn
‘accommodation househ the Great Northern Roadl Currabubula anthe settlement that grew around

it benefited from traffic to the goldfields at Hanging Reck.was declared a water and camping reserve

in 1851.The village was laid out before 1860 and in 1862 Currabubula was shown on the courty map

railway station on the Main North railway line was located there between 18788nd the town was

declaredm 1885. Currabubula was the site of a rabbit freezing works. Its mernallidates from 1912

when it wasuilt asa School of Arts Thefrontagewasbuilt 1955when the hall was convertedddNar

Memorial Hall.
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Figure 54: National Archives of Australia, Currabubula Post Office circa 1924076, HN17343

Figure 55: National Archives of Australia, Currabubula Post Office in 1958077, CURRABUBULA
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4,19 Premer

Premer isa site where three different types of s#iked, sandy and blackmeets The village ofPremer

was part of Premer Statipwhichwas subdivided by thhMcMasterin 1924to service the Binnaway

Werris CreeMine of railway% tMcMaster is commemorated by the H & JW McMaster Memorial

Hall..« The line was built from 1913 and a railway camp grew up around the yards, which at the time

were known as Bone Ridg€he Sports Club has existed since 1930 when the first tennis couets we

EXLOW &ULFNHW DQG UXJE\ ZHUH SOD\HG RQ WKH VSRUWYV JURXC(
popular spot in the 1930s as well as horse races and activities at the race course.

Premerbecame one of the most important grain receival centres iotitlewest from 1941, when its

first grain silos were builtThe shift of Liverpool Plains producers to mixed agriculture has ensured the
continuing importance of the silos, even as the village has declined with the aggregation of smaller
blocks into largefarms and pastoral enterprises.

4.110 Spring Ridge

Spring Ridge developed after closer settlement brought selectors, and the arrival of the Werris Creek
Binnaway railway line brought a station and a great deal of local traffic. After World War thedtu
soldiers and their families arrived to takeSgdier Settlement bloclksf around 1000 acres (400

hectares) that were intended for mixed farmignultitude of businesses have at one stage existed in
the town; bakery, two garages, hotel, sawmilheyal store, butchers, police station, tennis courts, golf
club, stock and station agent. Electricity came through the village in 1958 which significantly impacted
business.

The Spring Ridge School opened in 1878; a one room building at the time wasitbuéih area for

sewing for female students, and a woodwork bench for the boys. As the school expanded, second, then
WKLUG EXLOGLQJY ZHUH DGGHG 'XULQJ WKH SURVSHULW\ RI WKH
the number has dropped to under 50

4.1.11 Other villages

Bundella was proclaimed in 18@mndPine Ridge began as a campsite on the Bundella .Raxky
Blue was proclaimed as a village in 194d served as an army camp during World Wauhdella
and Colly Blue both declined when road transport became faster.

Many villages were created to service the railway. il®&roona Village was subdivided from Walhallow
Station after the railway line went through.
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4.2 NSW theme: Land tenure
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Detail of the Liverpool Plains frorReuss & Brown& map of New South Wales and part of Queensland istp¢ie relative
positions of the pastoral runs, squattages, districts, counties, towns, reserves &c. / compiled, drawn and publishedoos Merca
projection by F.H. Reuss & J.L. Browne, Surveyors & Architects, 134 Pitt St Sydney, National Library digAustra

https://nla.gov.au/nla.ob$44890569
For Aboriginal peopleland tenure was based upon birth and kinship rights subtly melded into a
complete cosmology of life, birth, death and existemtgch did not depend on separating land from
person.The Gamilaroi never ceded sovereignty but their colonisation has meant British systems of land
ownership have been laid over their understanding of the Liverpool Plains.

European settlers envisagedtatly different relationship to the land. They came with doctrines that saw

land as a resource to be used for profit. The first pastoralists moved sheep and cattle into the area, beyond
the boundaries of the colony to supplement the pastures of thdioldimdjs in other areas. Some of

these people never saw the land on which their stock were pastured.

One of the earliest formal grantsthe Liverpool Plainsvas given to the Hawkesbury Benevolent

Society, a philanthropic organisation intended to delibarrity to the poor of the Richmond, Windsor

and Kurrajong areas, which was formed in 1818.9. The Society petitioned the Colonial Government

for 1000 acres to run the herd of horned heifers donated by subscribers. In 1827 Governor Darling agreed

to setaside 1000 acres but there was no parcel that size available within the Nineteen Counties. The
6RFLHW\ VHOHFWHG D S DheRFuh @adpitkeikout@OGesrfje/Lader dmd Wichael

Nowland took possession of the run in 18%l. 1841 the St& LR Q ZDV NQRZQ-Bi¥ /RGHUYV )
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“IP*)&'/1;;18E Blj! Phillips’ son would later manage!'Piallaway.’!
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Station and it later became known as 4D because of the stationsBvathat time the area was lawless
and a correspondent Tthe Sydney Morning Heraltbmplained shepherds and bulledtvers were
assisting bushrangeto rob people passing through the property.

6LU (GZzDUG 3DUU\ ODWHU UHFRUGHG WKH *DPLOPWRRVQDWPH RQ® K
WKH ZDWHUKROHY EHORZ ZHUH p:RRQG By 183Rthe ZUsaManZ R X O G EHFFR
Agricultural RFLHW\ KDG WDNHQ SRVVHVVLRQ RI p:LQG\YT 7KH &RORQL
D QHZ VHOHFWLRQ DQG (GZDUG 1RZODQG VXSHULQWHQGHQW RI
displacing John Burns, who had been there since 1828. The northegqn®®@U\ RI HORRNLY ZDV WK
5RFN\ &URVVLQJ 3ODFH DQG ' FDWWOH ZHUH QRW DOORZHG WR .
adjacent to Caroona/Walhallow Village and is the site of the current bridgerun has been long

associated with the Reymtsl family and the Perrys.

Governor Brisbane legalised squatthgyond the limits of thélineteenCountiesin 1836.The British
Parliament passed thgaste Lands Adt842and effectivelydivided NSW into three districts:

x Settled Districtstthe originalnineteercounties plus the counties of Macquarie and Stanley.

x Intermediate Districtstruns of up to 1600 acrg¢850ha]could be leased for eight years with
additional fees for larger holdings.

x Unsettled Districtstcomprisng much ofNSW. Leases of 14 years could be granted for each run
of 3,200 acrefl300ha})

By the 1840s most of souttastern Australia had been leasedubjected to premptive purchasender
these arrangements and the squatters were QUKW FHLYHG DV KDYLQJ HORFNHG XST

After selfgovernment was achievedNEW in 1856,the NSW Parliamenpassed various acts to

weakenthe hegemony of the squatters over pastoral land and iypdh&r large landholdingsPremier
Robertsorf] ¥861Crown Lands Alienation Aa@nd theCrown Lands Occupation Aatlowed for the

selection of blocks of land from 40 to 320 acres. This legislation was intended to encourage immigration
and create a class of landed yeomanry similar to that which existedlanBrigguatterselected the

best parts of their runs, making sure they retained their homesteads and their access to water. They
sometimes used dummy purchasers to buy land they already leased. Some like James Loder on Quirindi
Station received a good naation from helping new selectors.

The free selection system allowed people with very little capital to take up landholdings at a cost of £1
per acre with a deposit of only 5 shillings per acre being requirexifect, selectors became tenants of
the Crown on very favourable termsBy the late 1860s most of the area around the township of
Quirindi was pegged out and whole families were arriving to take up their selections.

The Crown Lands Resumption Act of 1884s another governmesponsored atimpt to break up large
landholdingsy forcing thehalving of large properties leased from the Crown. Many large runs were
broken up and portions subdivided for sale.
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Selection of land continued into theentiethcentury with additional legislatioio break uplarge
pastoral runs in 1909. This forced subdivision of many propesaiesthe creation of large rural
subdivisionsHC Carter, the local MP, was a great driventiked farming andubdivisionsarguing the
presence of smallholders increased ttagpess of towns, lifted demand for primary products, and
reduced local unemployment. He was heavily involved in the Premer and Trinkey blocks, the
Queensborough Improved Leases, arged the Closer Settlement Board to take oveWherahiVindy
block, which was put on the market some months ago, taken over by the Closer Settlement Board.

A feature ofthe growth ofQuirindi in the twentiettcenturywasthe subdivision of large estatieso
‘gentleman's residences' such as 'Collarémgally retirement housef®r larger landowners, these were
further subdivided in the 28s,1930s andl940s to create the newer parts of town.

Subdivision wasupplemented after World War | and World Widpy the soldier settlement schemes
that continued the processabbser settlement.

Warrah (3.2.1) provides an interesting case study of the ongoing subdivision of large runs.

Figure 56: Image from subdivision maps, 1912 Warisubdivision centenary,
http://www.warrah1912subdivision.com/89585957?i=52118288
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4.3 NSW theme Utilities
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Figure 57: Cosmos Studios, PBeorge$ displayof gas lights and plumbing suppliasQuirindi Show.SLNSW, bcp_04015

4.3.1 Electricity

The @andlelight and lanternsised by coloniste/ere ineffective light sources bQuirindi depended o
them for a long time, and employstieet lighterso light the main streein 1919 the Council had a vote
about whether it should build its own scheme, rather than depend on private opEhetd@sirindi
Herald and District Newsvas greatly in favouof the scheme, and the open process Council took to
reach the decision.

Quirindi hadits first power stationn 1919and power flowedrom 21 August 1920The Council was
responsible for installations, appliancasd accounts. Power was extended tdaiilTree in 1935.
After Quirindi linked tothe Tamworth bulk supplyn 1941 power was extended Wallabadah 1949,
including CastleMountain Wallabadah Station, Woodtamd FairviewPremer had no electricity until
1954and Pine Ridge was not connected ut@b8 +Gaspard did not receive power until the 1960s.

At Werris Creek, the railway generated electricity, and this was extended testrdetlightauntil it
connected tdamworthin 1931, along withCurrabubula.
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43.2 Water

Quirindi Municipal Council adopted a scheme in 1909 for a well in Henry St and a reservoir at top of
Abbott StreetThis began operating #812.A water softening plant was installed alongside the
reservoi butit did not succeed overcomng Quirindi'$ hard water problems amas converted to
another reservoir in 1929. The first houses connected to waterjagreolmefcorner of Hill and

Abbott Streets) andiVinonaf[in Pryor Streét In 1955 a reservoir was built in Quirindi and \Wiia-
thoughtit Hill reservoir was built in 1968. Town water schemes were not extended to the smaller
villages until the 1960s and Caroona only received town water in#1980.

Quipolly Dam on Quipolly Creek was built at the junction of Back Creek and Lowek @rd932 to

supply Werris Creek. The Werris Creek Railway Department connected its reservoir to this dam to
eliminate the practice of runningvater traingfto Quirindi each day. By 1955 the dam had silted up. The
second Quipolly Creek dam was built bgdP Shire Council in 1955. It was built with a capacity of 1200
million gallons (5.2 megalitres), to ensure a permanent water source for Werris Creek and remains in the
ownership of the Shire Council. It is a primary water storage but also a fisherydstaithkegolden perch

and Murray cod, although fishing is only allowed from the bank. The old Quipolly Dam is silted up but
has become a habitat for water bigdis.2014, the dam wall was raised to increase capacity to 8000
megalitres and in 2016 Coun8iinvestment was rewarded when the dam spilled for the first:iviesy
recreational facilities, including jetties were added, much to the delight of the Quirindi Fishing Club, but
swimming or boating was prohibited until a water treatment plant wasdegdla2016 members of the
public were flouting these restrictions, and Council rangers were frequently fining users for boating in
the waterway and camping on its banks.

4.3.3 Sewerage

Sanitation was one of the first concerns of QuirMdnicipal Council and of Tamarang Shire Council.
Bodily effluent was removed by night cart, which prompted hours of discussion at council meetings. The
western side of Quirindi was sewered in the 1930s via unemployment relief projects during the Great
Depression. This was augmented in the late 1960s. Werris Creek was not fully seweredtuntil

February 1966.
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http://www.sweetwaterfishing.com.au/Quipolly.htm
http://www.lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/343-quipolly-dam-first-and-foremost-a-town-water-supply-recreational-users-who-flout-regulations-warned-they-face-fines
http://www.lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/343-quipolly-dam-first-and-foremost-a-town-water-supply-recreational-users-who-flout-regulations-warned-they-face-fines
http://www.lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/343-quipolly-dam-first-and-foremost-a-town-water-supply-recreational-users-who-flout-regulations-warned-they-face-fines
http://lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/272-quipolly-dam-records-first-overflow-since-capacity-augmentation
http://lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/272-quipolly-dam-records-first-overflow-since-capacity-augmentation
http://www.lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/343-quipolly-dam-first-and-foremost-a-town-water-supply-recreational-users-who-flout-regulations-warned-they-face-fines
http://www.lpsc.nsw.gov.au/index.php/my-council/media-releases-exhibitions/item/343-quipolly-dam-first-and-foremost-a-town-water-supply-recreational-users-who-flout-regulations-warned-they-face-fines
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4.4 NSW theme Accommodation
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Figure 58 Emily Hamilton and her mother, British Portrait Co circa 1905.
Slab construction house at Castle Mountain SLNSW bcp_04022

4.4.1 Domestic residences

The first European settlers came without materials or capital and fashioned shelters with readilg availabl
materials, such as bark. More permanent huts were fabricated from slabs of timber with bark roofs or
shingles. In 1831 Surveyot HQHUDO 7KRPDV OLWFKHOO GHVFULEHG WKH KXW
'Z\HU DV uD WROHUDEOH KRX@H @ D GOIRESDIRIEWES dnyddREBNED U

house in the districttthe other 339 finished dwellings were made of wood.

Later ironwasused for both walls and roofing. Local timber was used for housing and feRding.
VDZPLOOV ZHUH LQWURGXFHG WR WKH DUHD LQ WKH V DQG uVi
DSSHDUDQFH RI W kA quapy tdotbasPndipto@ded sthnerfMarshal McMahon Hotel,

Church of the Ascension, arjd/allabadah StatiofhomesteadA quarry in Mooki Hills provided stone

for Mvalhallowfhomestead and Croaker Memorial Church at Caroona.

As thetown of Quirindi developed, larger housggpearedn prominent positions, usually with some
acres around them V X F Koliakéng] D @/&@ramed] 4 XL U L Qu@ilding badnih the early 20th
century,during whichmany attractive homes built such ggsirholmef M/inonaf omerset Cottagh

Quirindi gained is first brick buildings in the 1870s when Price established his brickworks\(@e®)is
Creek had three brick kilns in different sites, including near the recreation ground.

1IThomas Mitchell’s Diary, 8 December 1831, cited Durrant, 19HI/!;>!:8!
"1%PIP*)&'163&!e;;&'IXIIN(/!;;!IL-K8

#[2"*2)/LHHII8L !

$HI0I$&<1Q%(5)1'G-1$&" (5 IP'&&N/ IKd
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Figure 60: 7 Dalley Street. Woman and dog on verandah of house MarQaiirindi, NSW, ¢ 1915
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442 O6KHDUHUVY DFFRPPRGDWLRQ

Shearerdived on stations during the shearing but the state of their accommodation ended up being one
of the triggers of the strikes. Thegccommodation was rotten huts built of bark or slabs, with leaking
roofs, no windows, earth floors, bunks in threestignd bare boards to sleepfpA description of

shearing on Miowera Station in 1897 provides an indication of what passed for shearer accommodation
at this time:

7KH KXWV « HDFK FRQVLVWHG RI D ORQJ EXLOGLQJddIZLWK D OD
and bunks of two tiers nearly all the way round the walls. Along one side of each was a skillion

about nine feet wide with two tiers of bunks along both sides and not many windows for

ventilation. A pleasant place to sleep on a hot night when abauedQvere sleeping in there

and snoring in all keys from bass to tenor! Bugs were always plentiful, and there is a legend in

the hut that bugs one night succeeded in pulling a young shearer out of his bunk.

Following the Shearef\greement stations sabout building better quarters. Substantial she§rers
guarters remain on properties such as HaddonRYEVWDQWLDO VKHDUHUVY TXDUWHU\
such as Windy and Kickerbell.

4.4.3 Station homesteads

The homesteads were the finest houses on the Liverpool Plains and there are many excellent surviving
examples, including Walhallow, Kickerbell, and New Wari@tation life is described at 8.1.

r
I
!
'
!
’
|

Figure 61: The new Warrah homestead

16'()) 12/1%>T>IU[2N&V> B 21$1-+E#' >1;>EH
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51 NSW theme Labour

In 1861 the Liverpool Plains Pastoral District was predominately rural and dominated by thaagabour
classes. The Census of that year stated the population of the Central part of the Liverpool Plains Pastoral
District was 2772 men and 1179 women, with 445 men and 212 women living in Murrurundi Registry
District: Half the population was unskilled; @@vorked on farms; more than 700 were shepherds (of

whom ten per cent were female); some 230 men worked horses and cattle; and nearly 800 were domestic
servants (mostly female)lhere were 12 government workers, including policemen; 17 teachers (three

of them female) for around 200 pupils; 58 people engaggqdbiding and commercfand 61 men and

women providers of food, drink and accommodatfamd three doctors (male, of cours&here were

700 miners of precious metals (god).

Over the last 150aars the range of occupations has diversified on the Liverpool Plains and become
more skilled but the focus of employment remains on work that services the land, whether through
pastoralism, agriculture, transport, or local government administratiore BOtt6 Census thmost
common occupationfer the 3,256 people who reported being in the labour force waragerg21 per
cent) labourerg15.2 per cenfymachineryoperators andrivers(12.4per cent) professionalg§11.4per
cent) andtechnicians antradesworkers(11.4per cent)tby point of comparison, the rest of the state of
NSW has twice as many professionals and half as many clasgedaagery jabourersfor pnachinery
operators and driveffsOf those employed in the Quiringiiea in 20163.3 per cenworked inbeefcattle
farmingwhile those involved ingin-sheep omrain-beefcattle farming(3.9 per cent)localgovernment
administration(3.7 per cent)othergrain growing (3.7 per centiandhospitals (3.4er cent)Again, to
compare, the proportion of people in beef, grain, sheep and local government industries in the rest of the
state is not even half a per cent.

Life and work in the pastoral regions of Australia are governed by the rhythms of the seasons and the
cycles of rain and drought that affect the southern continent. The demands of work vary with the
development of pasture, growth of crops and growth of wool. Each pastoral station maintained its core
staff members who undertook or oversaw maintenance or domeskicon the propertasoverseers,
shepherds, cooks, gardeners, domestic staff, stable han@ibeitcfutures were tied up with the

prosperity of the station.

The work of Aboriginal labourers in the pastoral industry has been acknowledged in thatasfd
Chinese labourers, particularly on AAC land, has been acknowledged in 2.3.

5.1.1 Labour in the wool industry

Shepherds, mostly convicts, took the first flocks into the Liverpool Plaingw@ardied them. They
establishedbasic huts to shelter thenhges and yards to contain their flocks when needed. They also
built the first woolsheddn the early days sheep were shorn with blades in-sjukd woolsheds, which
often had bark or bough roofs.

113));<==3..C*>*C*>&C2>*2=;*+&5=1B: J&?52PKOE9!
"13));<==3..C*>*C*>&C2>*2=;*+&5=1B: J&?520KOE.:!
#3));<==3..C>*?2>&C2>*2=;*+&5="#8B: 1&?5259KOcl

$13));<==3..C*>*C*>&C2>*2=;*+&5=1B: J&?52PKOE:!
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Figure 63: A bucolic scene that shows landowners and employees working alongside each other (although the hands sit far
DSDUW IURP WKH IDPLO\ RI ODQGRZQH Taking aBreakHufiig Shddgp dppilgOSbeef BMLARQHG 1
left of draining pen (out of photo). Sheep drip dried before released down ramp. In foreground L to R: Julia Ingall, Alexande

Ingall, Harold Ingall. On Inglewood property Wallabadah SLNSW, bcp_04182

As flocks became established and shearing infrastructure developed the work also became more
complex.Before shearing sheep were washed to remove dust and grass seeds from their fleece. Sheep
were thrown from a small yard on the bank to washers in one of two pens erected across the creek.
Soaped and scrubbed until reasonable (sic) clean they were passedunhking them under a spar to

the second pen and then were allowed to clamber out amb@den ramp to proceed along a race

10¢€



I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

corduroyed with poles to the shed. They were penned on a roughly grated floor until they were dry
enough to shedr.

The rural &bour force was supplemented at various times of the year by itinerant workers who tramped
between stations following the flow of warik return for rationsDuke Tritton, who spent years on the
roads of theNSW northwest in the earlventiethcentury, éft detailed accounts of the life of the

travelling bush worker. The travellefimtions prescribed by the Pastoralision consisted often

pounds of flour, ten of meat, two of sugar and a quarter of a poundifiest squatters added extras

such asp tin of jam or baking powder, sometimes a plug of tobacco or, in the case of a sick man, some
of the rough medicines of the perififPastoralists noted as providers of generous handouts always had a
plentiful supply pf men to choose from, but the tight ones were always avoided by amgssifcting
swagmart.

The various tasks required to undertake a successful shearing were allocated before a shed started. The
workers would elect an AWU representative and tipehin fa cook who then nominated his assistants.
7KH uS-EK@pyed animportantrole, allocating the sheep the musterers brought in to catching pens
and keeping them full for the shearers. There was work at the sorting tables as well:

Wool-rollers, twoat each table, would strip three inches of skirting around it, roll the fleece,
throw it in a bin where the classer would examine it and place it in a bin according to its class.
The skirting went to another table where the pigioers would sort it it grades, clean,

stained and burry.

Pressers operated the wool press to pack bales, working on a contract Eiisteates of the shed did
not apply to thenand they often workelibng after the shearers had finished for the &aally, the
expertfensuedthe smooth running of the machinemyd had to understamderything mechanical in the
shed:

In the 1880s shearing the 170,000 sheejVatrrahflasted three months and 100 men were employed at
the shedst62 wereshearers. The shearers receivedilires and sixpence for 20 per score (20 sheep),

and were restricted to shearing 99 per day, meaning a good shearer could net 17 shillings and sixpence
per day. The shearers were housed on the station for the duration of the shearing, in a long windowless
bunker. Rations were deducted from their pay and three cooks worked all day to feegdllaners, as

a class, are fastidious about their food, and their high wages enable them to gratify theff tastes.

X .f&?1(&/F>/1:HeBR!@ 7# @88

&6'())1?2/'%>T>IU[2N&V> B 21$!-+E#' >1;;>HIBI!
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Figure 64: Shearers, Wallabadah statipowner W Urquhart on extreme left, 1904, SLNSW, bcp_04072

The latenineteenttand earlytwentiethcenturies saw many changes in the working lives of shearers. The
change from hand to machine shegmmanged the atmosphere of the sheds. Tritton described the last
season of blade shearingGnimblastation on the Castlereagh in 1905:

After the noise of the machines it was very quiet. Contrary to general opinion and well known

song, shears do notcki. The gullets of the hangtips are filled with soft wood or sometimes

cork. This stops the heels of the blades from meeting, so the sound ischepfichof« 7 KH

machines of the time were no faster than the blades but they cut closer and adlddogeigh

XS WR WZR SRXQGV KHDYLHU« 7KHU Hladedhe@HdSsIMYR EH PRUH UK
because of the lack of noise. A bigachineshedfsounds like ten thousand locusts on a hot day,

with the whirring of the machines and the hum of the overlgeadand friction wheels.

Shearers worked bent over with heavy strain placed on their bgickas not unusual to see a man

making his way on his hands and knees to his bunk. No one offered assistance as it was a point of honour
to be able to reactne$ bunk under on® own steanfy

)16'0)12/1%>T>IU[2N&V> M 211 -+E4 >1>1L
1 16'0)12/1%>T>IU[2N&V> B2 1 $1-+E# >1:>[:)
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Shearers at "Lowerstdft Gaspard via Quirindi, NSWhcp_04088, ¢ 1928, Photographed biyirs Betty Fisher, Back L to R:
Tony Whitten, Mr Sharpe, Chas Barnett, Harry Whitten, Ted Whitten, Royce Whitten, Mr Sylvester, Fred Whitten, Mr Skey.
Front L to R: Jack Russell, Tomngiie PonfShaw, Keith Whitten

5.1.2 Labour organisation in the wool industry

Convicts were a source of free labour but when employers were forced to hire labour they still proceeded
on the basis of a masteervant relationshiprhe squattewas the judge ahe quality of shearing arst

thelevd of pay received by the shearers. A shearer not completing his contract was liable to a fine or
even imprisonment In 1886 at the Blackville Police Court Richard Sampson was prosecuted for
absconding from his hired service as a piakeiin the Kiclerbell shed. Sampson had refused to work
because he wanted to tend to a sick cousin, and was told to leave the shed and the police were called
when he was noticed to be absent. Sampson was fined £2 and 4s10d for costs of courf] 10 days
imprisonment and hhto forfeit 6s 6d balance due on wages. Alfred Sampson, presumably related, had

to forfeit £1 4s 4d in wages for the same offence.

During the late 1880s the Australian Sheafehsion formed and began unionising sheds, urging
shearers to form closed gi®wby refusing to work with neanion shearers. At first local pastoralists

were sanguine. HowevaWarrahfwhich was exceptionally profitable armin on rational line§was

keen to preserve its profitability. Over the course of the 1880s, the redmrtfe clip frompMvarrahf

fell, while shearer§wages grew to 20 shillings, leading to a price cost squeeze. The general manager,
Jesse Gregson, took keen interest in the formation of the Pastdkdtigts of NSW in July 1890, and

was joined by many ofitineighbours. Gregson opted ghear uniorfto avoid stopping the compaBy
wool, but the decision by the ASU to pull shearers out of all the sheds in September 1890 led to a
breakdown in the relationship between workers and pastoralists. John ML MdDbNdallabadah

station convened a meeting of squatters at Quirindi in late May 1889, at which they agreed one pound
per 100 should be offered, and under station rylé® shearers seem divided in the opinion as to
whether there will be unity enough angpthem to enforce the union rulds.

n IN&&T*?/IT>/1:Hc9>163&!$11453&C<!IQ!_(@&'(?*!Q?)3141+G>!;>B9
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By 1891the ASU wasn full-scale conflict with the pastoralists and colonial governmeistéhe country
headed into drought and economic downtuithe pastoralists joined the Pastoralfftsderal Council
and began promoting their own contracts with workers. The end result of the Sfetilezsof 1891
was the set rate became 100 head per pound and pastoralists were able to empiiyndabour in
their shedss Newspapers reported vadpread use of the Pastoralfkision agreement in the Liverpool
Plains. In 1894 the sheardemmp at Warrah went on strike, but collapsed and sigttiedse at

Irinkey fwere reportedlyworking quietlyfs

In October 189 he Workemrote that shearsmwere working against their own interests by siding with
the bosses at the start of a record shearing season:

The shearers about these parts seem quite indifferent to what price they get, and evidently are
doing all they can to revert to the old raddkg system. It is a great pity that a lot of them could
not get a taste of it for one season. They would be the first to cry out about it.

The effect of the Pastoralisfignion agreement was to cap wages at one pound per hundred but the
matter was not einely settled in 1902 Moredevilfvas shearing to the agreemef@pomoo Coomod
went on strike for the Australian Workefkdnion conditions, whileakey Creelfworkers were
perfectly satisfiedwith one pound per hundred but would obey the leaders atstrike was called.

5.1.3 Trade unionsin other sectors

The unionisation of the shearers inspired union organisation in many trades in New South Wales in the
1890s and early twentieth century. On the railways and in the mines employers had kétdmpiders

every day or contracted small teams to carry out the work. The union moweraeged this. Unions
pressed for individual pay for workers at an agreed lewgihimum wagestas well as the length of the
working day, breaks and allowances, angroved safety standardBhe union movement also laid the
foundations of the Australian Labor Party, and the strength of the local labour movement can be judged
by the success of Labor candidates in elections on the Liverpool Plains between the 18969snd

when around half of local elections were won by Labor candidtestormal structures developed by

the union movement, including Trades Hall, enabled workers to express their views to employers and
improve working conditions across the country.

The trade union movemehad deep roots iolder organisationthat worked with a spirit of selielp

and collectivisnthat crossed social classssch as théreenasons and the Manchester Unity Order of
Oddfellows Edward Underwood, squatt€uirindi landholder and founder of the dairying cooperative
in Quirindi, was a FreemasgnThe Oddfellows played a key role in early insurance schemes and
community projects across NSW and on the Liverpool Plains.

Unions often developed in individual viquiaces then joined other larger uniphsilding strength

across sectorgas a local example, tileemi Shale Mine Employees Association was formed in 1844

the works collapsed around that time the association must have been shprt Wexdkers als

unionised across tradd3ailway workers andaal miners in the Liverpool Plains were part of broader

trade union movementsLQ WKH PLQHY WKH OLQHUVY JHGHUDWLRQ ZDV NH\
unions coalesced in 1920 into the NSW Branch of therAlish Railways Union.
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Strikes +the withdrawal of labour by workers asking for better pay and conditiorese prevalent in

trades in the Liverpool Plaing/erris Creek railway workers went out during theeat Strike of 191,7n
which a protest at thevieéleigh workshops against a new labour costing method instituted by the NSW
Department of Railways and Tramways spread to sympathetic waterfront and mining Noiomgn
Jeffries{Werris CreekChroniclecondemned the general strike and the involvemetiteo§ocialist
International Workers of the World amehs blackbannedoy locak.n The Werris Creek coal mine

suffered a significant stoppage in 193Bnother large strike affected the whole northern coalfield in
1949 The Arguyisited Werris Creebkefare andafterthat strikeand reported that local miners, who had
until recently earned five or six quid for 60 hours wdk/ DJULFXOWXUDO ODERXUHUV ZHL
passionate about the strikeheysaid the higher pay they received fraoal miningwas uELJ Va¥JD U g
did not see such a need for wage increasésheywent out tosupport fellow miners:

As mentioned at 3.2.4, six trade unions at Werris Creek were involved in the 1948 boycott of two
bakeries who refusdd pay fees to delivery cart driveihis boycott was linked to the Communist
Party, which was embedded in the union movement duringuahefter World War 1.

5.1.4 Other forms of work

Small landholdersometimes found their small properties could not provisiestainable living for a

family and were forced to seek outside employméfiten sheds wereiishearing there was work

rabbiting dingo hunting, tent boxing, gold prospecting and fendimgis memoir of rural work in the

northwest Duke Trittomecalled the work associated with clearing the rabbit plague that occurred from

the 1890s onwards. He and his friend Dutchy were engageairty out such work olsumin {Station in

the Warrumbunglewhile they were waiting for shearing to start. Tritton described Gumighakind

RI UXQ VKHDUHUYV SUD\ IRU « WKUHH VKHG V-tib@anepeer@an D GMRLQLQJ
shedsfDukeand Dutchy did well killing rabbits, initially using strychnine baits to tateerahundred

a night, baiting them with black thistl&s

Professional hunters, known g@ibggerswere employed by Pastures Protection Boards from the late
nineteenttcentuy to control dingo and wild dog numbers in the northwed®¥V. Tritton described
dingo-hunter Tom Varty, whom he encountered at Salty Creek on the slopes of the Warrumbungles
around 1907:

Tom was something of a character. Six feet tall and broad irogiop, he sported a red beard
that he said had never been cut. His hair hung down to his shoulders, he never wore boots, and
was seldom without hisfle .

Dog hunters like Tom received a bonus from the Pastures Protection Board for each dog scalp and were
also paid by property owners for the destruction of wild dogs.

Eric Rollsworkedin the agricultural industries during the early and-tmigntiethcentury He described
the process of sewing and tipping wheat bags in the years before bulk handling of grains:

Until the 1960s farmers still bagged wheat on their farms. Carriers loaded the bags on their

trucks and took them to the silos where contract tippapied them down the elevator chutes.

7KH LWLQHUDQW EDJ VHZHUV « -fillddHhag-iithiHaGebdle thiriyR S RI D ORR\
centimetres long, threaded it with a length of binder twine, drew the needle back, then tied the
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ends of the twine acrossethop of the bag. They devised quick methods for cutting the twine.
Most rolled it round twentghree litre oil drums, slashed it down one side, and tied the lengths
together in bundles. They came into the paddocks about daylight, the twine dangling from
keepers on their hips. They left at dark. Some sewed up to 1,200 bags a day. Bag sewing and
tipping employed a lot of men in country towns. Then farmers equipped their header boxes with
augers, carriers fitted bins to their trucks, and the grain was carfedk from paddock to

shipc-

Loading and transhipping wheat bags required large numbers of labourers. Stacking and lumping wheat
were seasonal tasks that provided employment for many. The process of stacking wheat at the Murdoch
McLeod flourmill wasdescribed by Cheryl and John Mudford

In the early years the farmers came into the Mill with their bags of wheat loaded on their horse
drays or waggons. Each bag was lugged onto the stack, one at a time, on the back and shoulders
of the stackers. One saalas placed on top of another so that the stacker had the bag at a better
height to throw over his shouldéis.

The htter half of thewentiethcentury saw major changes in the technologies applied to work, and in the
nature of local industries. These chas have had profound effects on the job skills required in the
region and on the total number of persons employed. Much of the earlier seasonal work has gone with
stations employing fewer hands and less opportunities for contract work. Smaller comrhaniies
consequently suffered declines in population and levels of commercial activity.

5.1.5 Unemployment relief

Intermittent tnemployment was part of the seasonal ebb and flow of working life on the Liverpool Plains
but the Great Depression that followtheé Wall Street Crash in 1928 caused unemployment on a scale
never seen before in Australia. The Liverpool Plains benefited from state and Commonwealth initiatives
to fund infrastructure to create employment for local worklersng these lean yearShesencluded

works on Nowland Street in Quirindi in 19a0d the sewering of the western sid&aifrindi in 1933

The water supply for Quirindi was augmented through this program with a new pump well and pipes and
this project resulted in the constructiontled Pump House in Henry Streethere were also significant

road work and street formation projects in and around Werris Grébkse works continued for some

years and kept many families from the breadline by providing the minimum wage to men engaged
roadbuilding, street widening, and the creation of pask®rts areaandotherpublic amenities:
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6.1 NSW theme Education

Schooling inNSWwas organised by Anglican and Catholic churdced private individualsntil the
passage of theublic Instruction Act 1881lwhich dramatically expanded education and obliged children
to atterl school on a daily basis. Communities went to great effort to get schools for their locality,
petitioning the government and offering subsidies. Sometimes the teacher worketbHuasse and

some schools were halfne schools, operating in two locat®on separate days while the teacher rode
between.

The Quirindi District Historical Society has documented schodBeatkville, Borambil, Borah Gap,
Breeza, Castle Mountain, Colly Blue, Currabubula, Dunevere, Fairview, Gaspard, Goorihurst, Goran
Lake, Gwrie, Jacob and Joseph Creek, Kingsriiihgsmill Peak Kingsmill Valley, Lower Jacob,
Mimbil, Mount Parry, Nea,l L F KR O V R Q PehddbalFubBsidised SchoBlallaway,Prairie Vale
Subsidized School, Premer Provisional School, Premer Public S€haoblly. Quipolly Creek
Rotherfield, Spring Ridge, St Helena, Sugaddamarang, Terrible Vale (Provisional Schodljeloar
Trinkey Halftime Schools, Treloar Provisional Schoblinkey, Wallabadah, Watermar®/eetalaba
(Premer) Willow Tree, WoodlandsWoodton, Yarraman and Temi, where there were enough mining
families to justify a schoolThere were six scho®bn the 1912 Warrah SubdivisiatWarrah Creek
School, Jacks Creek School, Alroy, Glendale, Mt Boo and Glen Oak. Finally, there was thénaborig
School at Caroorfé/alhallow(2.10).

Many of the schools the smaller localitiesere extremely humble but the buildings were important
centres for communities and often functioned as halls and meeting places.

The first school in Quirindi was Quirindi Public, which was first in Lennox Street then moved to Hill
Street. ItbecameQuirindi District Rural School in 1925, an intermediate high school in 1943, and then a
full high school in 1954. Werris Creek Publict®ol was established in 1883.

Wealthy families indrge properties frequently employed governesdésnrietta Hawker came to

Quirindi from Muswellbrook as a governess in the late 1870s and worked for Frank Darby at Cattle

Creek. In 1880 she married theDQDJHU +HQU\ OHUFHU DQG WKH FRXSOH VHOI
%ODFNYLOOH 6KH KDG WKUHH VRQV DQG WZR GDXJKWHUV DQG E
4XLULQGL GLVWULFWYfVJUDQG ROG SLRQHHU ODGLHVY

Private schooling was also availabiedependenbusinesswomeset up their own private schoo#sliss
Zoe Bertles ran a small private school in Quirindi from the late 1890s until 1912, when she moved to
Sydney and became a noted librasian.

Catholic education in Quirindi was provided in &pte home, then in a single teacher school at
:H\EULGJH *URYH 7KH 6LVWHUV RI 6W -RVHSK HVWDEOLVKHG 6W -

There is also a strong culture of sending children from the local area to boarding schools.

tle; )1)3&P144%€1Q2)1A(1+*;3CRE(44(*TUR(RVEAR17;(4&TACFE*? &(®?Ch1*?( &(QBY:I !

"10,RZ6eQ_n# §*.(@*23T* @' +-A $IF*22¢GHEHKI3));<==24*>+1@>*2=74*¥)R0&:8BEL:ILE*

HA*@(CFIF17&BR&)AGBI&NT7T* 1U:ccO-HLKVIQ25)*4(*F(.)(17%G I1-IR(1+*;:3GI")(17*41P&?) &1-IR(1+*:3GIQ25) *4(*P*)(17+4!
e?(@&5()8));<==*CA>*?2>&C2>*2=A(1+"*;3G=ALYIBE7* HIHL=)&):BL:ELA4(S3&L5)(?3*C.1;G :HHE>

115



I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

3

a2

Figure 65: Wallabadah SchooDpening of the school. Banners redelcomeand Buccess to the SchdpBLNSW,
bcp_04076
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Figure 66: Church service and Christening at Kingsmill Valley School, George Streetn@u@irca 1915. School was held 2
days in 1 week and then 3 days the next wetkR: William Barnes, James Porter, Reverent Madden, Fred Whitten, Alfred
Barnes,, -, -, Amy Porter, Sophia Porter, John Porter, John Bar&NSW,bc4032
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7.1 NSW theme Defence
8+(.7.(#1$*11&+.*(#3%$0.("$3#B#23.25$9 @*+#1$B'&:$"&1 (. @#S(*EH&T# $233& ++-9*(.&2

The Liverpool Plains district does not occupy a strategic geographic position in Austdaliasanot
been a place where defence works, fortifications or defence manufacturing have played a prominent role.

The area has however long been involved in preparations for the defence of Australia. From the 1850s
rifle clubs had developed in the towrfsNSW, along with other elements of citizen militia that grew up

in the years afteSW achieved selfjovernment. These clubs were considered to be part of the defence
capability of the colony.

4 e SRS

Figure 67: Quirindi Rifle Club- Quirindi, NSW, circa 1920, SLNSW, bcp_04033

One of the goals of Federation in 1901 was therctination of colonial defence. Tih@efence Actsf

1903 and 1904 created the Australian Commonwealth Military Forces and divided the continent into
military districts £tNSW was, with the exception of the Northern Rivers and Broken Hill, the 2

Division. Each district had a cadre of professional soldiers, instructors and administrat@sfare

Act 1909introduced the Universal Military Training Scheme, unglich all males aged 18 to 26 were
expected to join a local citizen forcRifle Clubs were also brought under the control of the
Commonwealth and during World War | there were 1,550 Rifle Clubs in Australia which were enjoyed
by both men and women. Thewould provide 26,000 male volunteers for the Australian Imperial
Forces when war was declared on 5 August 1914,

Well before the declaration of war, the men of the Upper Hunter, New England and Liverpool Plains

were ready to fight. They were skilled manken, familiar with military drills and expert horsem&he

Tamworth Daily Observeaidvertised fullday parades and examinations for aspiring officergiflor

Company, Tamwort L Company, Tamwort§ N Half Company, Gunneddland . Company,

Quirindi fon 12 August 1914, although the author of the coluambardier did complain that most

of the men attached to the aforesaid companies had been dilatory at training and were by no means ready
for combat. The ared horses would also have been pusdirior the war efforteNSW shipped tens of

HT*'G/I&)*4>/1"&01#12) 3I$*4&5!*2C1)3&IW'&*)I$* M ~BL:B—C !
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thousands of horses overseas for the South African (Boer) and Great War and the thoroughbreds and
stockhorses favoured by the Light Horse were known as Walers. On 25 November 1914, Prime Minister
Andrew Fisher rquested a census of athbs, cavalry, artillery and light transport stock kept by local
residentstthe horses of the Liverpool Plains no doubt featured highly in the lists.

Everyone pitched in. The Grand United Order of Oddfellows dividegrbeeeds from its winter games
in 1915 to both the Belgian Fund and the Red Cyd$® women were also ready. Within two weeks of
the declaration of war Red Cross branches were forming ad&a&and the Girl§L.eague at Quirindi
was activesMrs Jamed\shton, a worker in the Metropolitan Red Cross Society, paid Quirindi a visit in
May 1916, addressing Quirin®iworkers in the Central Hall and thanking them for contributing no less
than four articles every day, including Sundayhe women made slippgrsocks, sheets, pyjamas and
shirts. Quirindi$ Red Cross branch was led by Mrs Tebbutt and Mrs Raelkevar § end both

Quirindi and Caroona had substantiaifalinale committees for the War Chest Fuldomen also went

to the Fronttat least two nurses from the Liverpool Plains served in the#&&therine Adaway from
Quirindi and Elizabeth Allen from Werris Creek.

The war was a long haul. The initial rush of recruits was swallowed tiye Anzac Lading at Gallipoli

and once news began to reach haithe disaster themecruiting dropped off. The people of western

NSW tried to meet this challenge by coming up with a picturesque form of recruitment that captured the
imagination of the Australian tian and the British Empire. A Gilgandra man called WilliamCRptain

Bill fHitchen gathered 20 recruits in November 1915 and formedsilgandra snowbalfas marched

320 miles to Sydney through Dubbo, Bathurst, Lithgow and the Blue Mountains, ga2g3inecruits

along the way. Thigtoo-ee MarcHifnspired the Wallaby March, which left Walgett in November 1915
and travelled through Gunnedah to Curlewis, Bregzaugh The Gap t@Verris Creekwhere they
overnighted The residents lined the streets&® them off after breakfast

Werris Creek, the greatitavay Junction of the northern and nertlestern lines, has its own
particular way of saying farewell. It is the noisy, but effective way, beloved by railway men. The
goods sidings and engine sheasend out for nearly a mile beyond the station, and every

engine, large and small, passenger class and goods class, gave out its shriteesiocoii&doo

while the Wallabies marched along. At last the final scream from the open throttles died away,
andthe men settled down to a steady tramp on the soft, black road to Quirindi. A halt was made
for midday lunch at Quipolly, provétl by the residents of Werris Creek and Quipolly. Here Mr.

H. S. Cusack handed the Wallabies over to the Quirindi Recruitiagcheion, represented by

Mr H. H. Farrington (secretary) and in doing so commended officers and men on the exemplary
conduct of the recruits.

The Wallabies reached Quirindi this afternoon. On reaching the town boundary the column was
met by the Mayor anBresident of the Quirindi Recruiting Association (Mr. W. P. B.

Hungerford), and a large number of representative townsmen and ladies, who served them with
cordials. The Mayor welcomed the Wallabies to town, and presented Captain Cameron with a
large flag,and an original recruiting poster, calling on all to fight for the flag. Sesgogeant

Woods, then marshalled the procession, composed of an escort of mounted troopers, the town
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band, members of the Expeditionary Forces, officers, and men of the WallalirePipers Glen

and Cork at the head, the militia, under Lieut. Noss, and a large number of motor cars and
buggies. The line of procession was decorated with flags and bunting, and there were frequent
bursts of cheering. The men were marched to thegfound, where they are being quartered,
meals being supplied at the various hotels.

Fourmen joined at Quirindi but iitary authorities did not allow the Wallabies to reach Sydney. They
were stopped at Newcastle on 8 January 1&88l to form docally-raised battalion, the 3dnfantry,
which were known agviaitland§ Own{- Overall, the marchestirred patriotism on the ground but they
were an ineffective recruitment tdoécauseomparatively few of the men who joined were considered
suitable for werseas service.

Figure 68:Quirindi townsnen who returned. Labourer Horace Smallwood lived in the family home in Loder Street when he

enlisted in 1918 at the age of 23. Francis Thuell was 25 and a raédwgjoyee who lived with his parents in Duke Street.

Singletorborn George Jarman was a 4/kar-old railway pumper who left his wife behind when he enlisted from Quirindi.
SLNSWservicemen portraits 19H8919.

The Roll of Honour at the Australian War Meri@records at least 69 men from the Liverpool Plains
died in World War One. There were 41 from Quirindi, nine from Werris Creek, six from Yarraman, four
from Willow Tree, three from Bundella and one each from Wallabadah, Blackville, Caroona, Quipolly
andQuipolly Creek. Many more returned home severely injured and died prematurely. William Allan
gack{lrwin DCM was one soldier linked to Caroona and the only soldier in the AlF that CEW Bean
named as Aboriginal in hiSfficial History.r

The Second World War saw similar levels of male enlistment. In this conflict 16 local women joined the
armed services. Local people remember motor vehicles fitted with gas producer units during World War
Il to reduce dependencea oil, which was a precious strategic resource. Local communities worked in
many capacities to support the war effort during that conflict.
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72 NSW theme Government and administration
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The earliest forms of government administration in the district came through the Commissioners of
Crown Lands who controlled the occupanéywral properties and administered justice along the

frontier from 1839. The Commissioner directed the Border Police and oversaw the smooth running of
affairs in his district. As the European settlements developed during the nineteenth century increasing
numbers of government services moved into the district. These included policing and postal and
telegraphic services, education and health.

The history of local government in the Liverpool Plains has beerose#ired Quirindi Municipal
Councilwasgazetedon 29 Decembet89(Q as a result of local initiativén 1906 Shire Councils were
formed acrosdISW after the passage of thecal Government (Shires) Aot 1905 and Tamarang Shire
was created, along withiverpool Plains anéVarrah Shire (which was analgamated with Murrurundi

in 1948).The firsttemporarycouncillors wereappointedn May 1906. Elections were held in December
1906.

Quirindi MunicipalCouncilfirst met in theSchool of Artsbut it built its ownchambers in Station 8t
1912.

. c——,
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Figure 69: Tamarang Shire office, later the ambulance resider@airindi, State Library of NSWicp_1923
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7.3 NSW theme Law and order

The remoteness of the Liverpool Plaargl its position outside the Nineteen Countiemntpolice were

late to arrive tdhe district, although the mounted police were active in the reBishranging was
common £Jewish bushranger Edward Davis and his gang were active in the district aroundn1840.
1860 theTamworth Examinecomplained there were just four officers and recommended four more be
appointed, with one each attached to Quirindi/Wallabadah, Warrah, Black Creek/PinelRiti§é2

and 1863 bushrangers regularly held up mail coaches and individual travellerslenésedr Clarke

was murdered by Henry Wilson on WarlafidRange when he resisted being robbed. Thunderbolt raided
Cook$ Inn at Quirindi in December 1865 and went on to rob SHagieWerris Creek, Ferridr pub at
Breeza, Daviginn at Currabubula aralmailman near Carroll, where Senior Constable Lang came upon
the bushrangers where they had bailed up the inn. He was shot in the arm as he tried and failed to
apprehend them. Mrs Cook was overcome by stress and died seven weeks aftefteagigingbirth.s

Quirindi gained a police presence in 1877, when rowdy rail construction workers annoyed more sober
and respectable members of the town and two mounted constables were provided. A police station and
lockup was built in Loder Street, between Lennod &itzroy Streets (on the site of the first

showground). One of the police officers acted as a Clerk of Petty Sessions, for a salary of £10 per
annum. As was common MSW, Quirindi § first magistrates were drawn from the squatting famiies

E UnderwoodAJ Kingsmill, G Nowland and R Wilson. The hall next to Whittaddotel served as the

first court room but in May 1879 the corner of George and Henry Streets was set aside for a court house
and an elegant weatherboard structure was completed by:lt888luded two cells and a yard for

prisoners and living quarters for a police officer. That structure was entirely destroyed by fire in 1929,
along with many records of local governmehteplacement designed by Government Architect EH
Rembert was buiin 1931

Blackville and Quirindi were in the Police District of Murrurundi and served by the same police
magistrate.Blackville Court House was the scene of an inquest by the coroner Mr WPB Hungerford into

the murder of Una Cover, a sixtegear R O i@e fair Australian girl, with all the joy of the bush in her
GLVSRVLWLRQ 9 7KH DvVvDLODQW zZzDV /IDZUHQFH /DZOHVY D VWDV
dead and shot her mother Lucy three times, although Lucy Cover survived. Lawless a¢héireduse

EHIRUH WXUQLQJ WKH JXQ RQ KLPVHOI 8QDYV ERG\ DQG WKH IDP
blaze. Lawless survived and was taken into custody by Constable Clarke of Blackville. Sergeant Woods

rode out from Quirindi as soon as the newskb( The Covers were a respected Anglican family who
ZRUVKLSSHG DW 6W $OEDQYV LQ 4XLULQGL DQG WKH YLFDU 5HYH
Moan with Una and her two sisters and taken them to Pump Station for settheegirls all

CONtHEXWHG WR WKH 6W 8KXIE 2D YVQRIJ DD A@ Y & Jrudg® dgdirsyWMr

Cover, who was working away at the time, and had become obsessed with Mrs Cover. He was tried in
Sydney and sentenced to death, commuted to life imprisonment.
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7.4 NSW theme Welfare

Thepeople of theLiverpool Plainssupported each other at the individual and family level and also
through organised groups, such as the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows and various friendly
societies. The Aborigines Protam Board, which managed Caroona Station, styled itself as a welfare
organisation, although much of the support it provided to Aboriginal people was a form of coercive
control. Local councils, particularly Quirindi, were engaged in direct welfare prayisicduding the
development of Quirindi HospitaDuring World War One, Red Cross branches formed to look after
serving soldiers, and continued to care for repatriated veterans and their families. The CountryfWwomen
Association has also been heavily itwenl in welfare provision.

Radio clubs enabled members to make important connections across AutalkiMO(Gunnedah)
Women$ Radio Club had its own club rooms in Henry Street, Quirlmding with the Gunnedah
based radio statioft provided leiste time for its members, but also distributed money to many
charities. The 2TM (Tamworth) Wome® Radio Club met throughout the 1940s to progress child
welfare reformstthe club hadlelegates from Quirindi and Werris Creek.

741 7KH &RXQWU\ AR V

The CWA was founded by Grace Munro from Bingara in 1922G\W\ branches had formed at Werris

Creek and Quirindi by June 1922, at the instigation of Mrs @itter branches followed and by 1933

when Quirindi hosted the Hunter Conferencehef CWA there were delegates from Currabubula,

Willow Tree, Spring Ridge, Werris Creek and Quirindi, as well as from Newcastle, Muswellbrook,

Maitland, Murrurundi and Scone. The Hunter groups boasted more than 600 me&afier villages

had active melwmerships, including Spring Ridge which hosted members from Blackville, Caroona and
&ROO\ %OXH DV ZHOO DV :HUULV &UHHN QG 4XLULQGL DW D uSR

For nearly 100 years the CWA had a hostel in Sydney that enabled women from all over Australia to
meet in the city and network, and for a large part of the twentieth century its members raised funds to
maintain various hostels for students and young wgrkiomen as well seaside homes for invalids,
people with disabilities and returned soldidise CWA ensured the involvement of rising generations
by developing a Younger Set program.

The CWAremains aowering force in social organisation in country areas in New South Wales and its
members have been actiFURVYV HYHU\ ILHOG RI ZRPHQYfVY HQGHDYRXU )DP
baking and handiwork, CWA members have also carried out war work, pargidiinthe international

peace movemermand made significant contributions in social welfare and land care. The CWA rooms
DFURVV WKH /LYHUSRRO 30DLQV DUH D VWURQJ PDUNHU RI WKLV

7.42 NSW Housing Commission gojects

A largestatefundedwelfare project that took place in the Liverpool Plains after World War Il was
housing projectsThe NSW Housing Commission was established in 1941 to address housing shortages
and overcrowding. At the end of the war, McKgILabor government estated thaNSW was short of
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160,000 homes that should have been built but were not because of war and depression. The 300,000
homes in Sydney and the suburbs were 90 800rtfof what was needed to house returning soldiers

and the resulting baby boomt lone displaced persons migrating from Europe, people from regional
and rural areas relocating to the city, and a new wave of British migrants. These population pressures
coincided with a chronic unavailability of rental properties mmer-city slum ckarances.

The lack of housing affected a wide cr@estion of ordinary Australian society and was not seen as a
welfare issuetit was simply part of the postwar experiencdifefin NSW and the government of the
day was motivated to address the issith il@w-cost housingThe Housing Commission set to work
building new suburbaand ruraldevelopmentsand because of the pesar shortage of materials and a
need for haste, these were usually tiftamed and fibreclad three and fourbedroom houses thatere
not always appropriate to the climate.

The Housing Commission acquired land for new housing in Werris Creek in T&4&Sirst houses were
built at Werris Creek by 1948espite lobbying by Council, the Housing Commission was slower to act
to address Quirind$ shortages, telling the Council to initiate its own scheme in L'B46.Housing
Commission eventually acquired land at Quirindi in 1047.
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8.1 NSW theme Domestic life
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Figure 71: Feeding turkeys at Caroona, SLNSW bcp_04152

For Europeans, the characteristics of domegédnithe Liverpool Plains depended on where individuals
sat in the social hierarchyhe poorest residents of the Liverpool Plains worked hard just to fetch water
and keep themselves clothed atlettent and well fedConditions were hard in a harsh climatedall
members of the family worked to keep out the dust, flies, rain, heat anddsaliiscussed at 4.4,

shearers often lived in very poor accommodation.

Squating families on the other handpuld affordfiner homes and were altie pay and feedtaf and

the pastoral runs always depended on labour, whether supplied by convicts, Aboriginal workers, or
employeesTheir households invariabipcluded domestic servantsell into the last decades of the
twentieth centuryThe people who owned businesgegood houses in Quirindi also needed domestic
staff to run their householdsin an age when all the washingilking, gardeningmending, cooking,
cleaning, chopping wood, lighting fires and sweeping needed to be done by hand, many hands were
needed.

Even after employers were expected to pay their staff wages there was an element of coercion for some
employees. fie records of the Aborigines Protection and Welfare Board shows that until the 1960s
adolescenboys and gid from Caroona Aboriginal Stationene, like many hundreds others from across
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prior to being sentta large house to work under the supervision of the white mistress of a large home.
This practice was supposed to teach habits of indastiyalthough sometimes bonds of real affection
grew between the employers and their waitdsasfrequentlyhighly exploitative.

Mechanisation in the home helped reduce the need for domestic lableatrification heating and

cooling systemsand the advent of appliances like washing machamelsrefrigeratorseduced the

demands of the work, if not the tinken to do them.
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8.2 NSW theme Creative endeavour

The Liverpool Plains supported a wide range of artistic endeavour, much of which was expressed in
building forms and private accomplisients.The newspapers reveal the activities of miamyn bands,
debating clubs, musical societies, Arts Council, Art Society, Historical Society, Garden Club, Arts and
Crafts Society, Toastmasters. The School of Arts movement encouraged actisitigdtechnical

education and adult educationguilting, embroidery, leatherwork, and much more.

8.2.1 Literature

The work of the various historians of Quirindi must be acknowledged as contributing greatly to the
cultural heritage of the Liverpool PlainEherr sifting of evidence and memory is a vital and ongoing
project.Dorothy Durrantwasa commanding historian of the district, having since 1970 written or edited
at least 17 publications that are listed on the National Library of Aus¥dliave website, and
innumerable articles and reports. HR Carter publiSffedUpper Mookin 1974 and his work has been
instrumental in preserving the memories of families of the Liverpool Plains. Carter was acknowledged
by the late environmental histoni&ric Rolls, author oA Million Wild Acres as a guide to his
understanding of the Liverpool Plaigoger Millissfpublication of William Telfer§ The Wallabadah
Manuscriptis also worthspecialmention xsuch works are rare primary sourcesnationalvalue:

8.22 Architecture

Cyril Blacketdesignediooki SpringsthomesteadBlacket designed Sydney University and was one of
the sons of Edmund T Blacket, the master of Australian Gothic.

A locally based architect was Charles E. Kemmis, responsibladay buildings in Quirindi in the
1890s and early 20th centuSurviving samples of Kemmflesigns are the School of Arts/Old
Municipal Building (though the facade has been altered), and the home at 33 Nowland -Avenue.
Government architects were respitnte for other notable buildings, like Quirindi High School and
Quirindi Court House.

8.23 Visual arts

The Quirindi Cosmos Photographic Studio run by Dane Ge&dwardKinch producednany of the
images used in this repoht the 1890s he was based in Cobar, where he ran a cycling business and
photographic studio called Cosmos with his partwdr Todd, until the latte§ untimely death in 1899.

Kinch appears to have moved to Quiti around 1901 and began documenting the area with some very
fine photography. He married local dentist Mrs M Clarance Warntéappears to have been a happy-late
life partnering. Although Mrs Kinch was busy as matron of her own private hospital, sla¢swastistic
tthe fernery she prepared for the All Natidhrair in the Oddfellow$Hall on 20 March 1907 was
considered the main attraction of the event @mdexhibition in itself§ As seen at 3.8.3, she also applied
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considerable imagination to thésual elements of her trademark, even if her wording is not acceptable
today.

Figure 73: A whimsical image dgeorge Kinch with his wife Mary Jane Kinch (former Mrs Clarance White) at their hidmee,
Poplars which was a private hospitakeorge Kinch took this phot8LNSWhcp_04027.

Local shows provided an opportunity for people to display their accomplishriteetQuirindi PA&H
Association dedicated a whole pavilion to artistic endeavour902 Cosmos Studios exhibited
alongsidephotography bliss Clarice Haughton and oil paintings by accomplished ladies from well
connected families like the Loders, Allens, Nowlands, Kemps, and Camerons. The mhsglaged the
work of students from Quirindi Public School and St Jogeflonvent School, asell as a model
cottage by Mr Elsley, horticultural displays, presereasibaking. Singe§ Art Departmenpresented its
sewing machineand Beale & Calisplayed twgianofortes, although it must be said thltFJ
Croaker$ technique of making ensilagein the variegated thistle drdargecrowds and there was a
crush aroundhe pmokofsheepshearing machinby Burscott and Armstrong.

The All NationsfFair of 1907 was not just popular because of Mrs Kfdarnery it was also an
outing for the thetaically inclined.
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Figure 75: Wallabadah Band playing at Quirindi ShevQuirindi, NSW, ¢ 1914, SLNSW, bcp_041
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8.3 NSW theme Leisure

In her Thematic History of 2005, Dorothy Durrant wrote:

Picnics at the creek bank or local school were once a favoured form of relaxation. People
loved to attend horse sports, foot raaamswatch Caledonian games. Billiards was popular at
hotels. Roller skating had its day in local halls. Miniature golf took the fancy for a short time
«

Quirindi once had a Coursing Club with live hares. Young men supported the Bicycle Club.
People went hae riding. Shooting was popular for leisure as well as being an essential
skill. Pigeon shoots (live birds and clay) were held. The Rifle Club was a very popular club
for many years. When motors came about, of course there was a Motor Club

People liked tgo visiting. Homeentertainmentsike singingaroundthe pianoor adanceto

the musicof fiddle or mouthorgan wereommonplace« Gardening was leisure and useful at
the same time. Card games around a big table with kerosene lamperaathadewine,
wererelaxing,aswasreading(for thosewho couldaffordbooks).

« When cinema arrived, going to the movies was a wonderful new leisure activity. Hobbies
have been catered for with clubs like lapidary or model aircraftf@/bad square dancing,
ballroom dancing, marching girls. There was a succession of balls ibdheseasorffor

many years, which supported various organizations as well as providing leisure
entertainment.

As the images presented in this report shaepte went to watch polo, drove their motor cars, played in
bands, performed in the theatre and went to sh@&erge Kinch documented many of these activities
his photographsalthough it must be said that wonfgmecreation is poorly represented iagl images.

Durrant notes the many pictuteeatresof the area, as follows:

Open air picture theatre set up in Henry Street, Quirindi, in 1Rdylal Theatre built 1930. It
has also proved useful for balls, concerts, Empire Day school ceremonies.

WerrisCreek had screenings in Hallatamall from 1911. It was named Werriston Cinema in
1925. Open air theatre established by Charles Maunder in Henry Street, Werris Creek, 1926. He
called it the Werriston in 1928, and gave the hardtop theatre the name Royal.

&[2"*?)/>1899K/KIKK
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Figure 76: Men playing bowls at Quirindi Bowling Club, 1928, NSWhcp_04043
...;*-S.—

Figure 77: Men playing billiards in the School of Arts 1910, L to R: L C Whittle, T Houghton, RA Allen, C P Tho@adeW
SLNSW, bcp_04036. This building was destroyed hy fire
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Figure 78 The Australian Women's Weekly 18 May 1946: 24. http://nla.gov.au/nlapssed 723961
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8.4 NSW theme Religion
8+(.7.(H#1$*11&+ *(#3$0.("$9* (+-@*$1AL(#: 1$&BSB*.("$*H3$0&'1".9

Religionis important toall the people of the Liverpool Plains. The Gamil&gdraditional beliefs are the
Dreaming but Aboriginal people encountered Christianity early on, via missgrige Lancelot
Threlkeld. When European settlers came to the Liverpool Plains they brought their faiths with them,
practising first in private and then developing organised religion.

Many early churches were ecumenical, serving many denomina@imigstant communities built Union
churches, which served early Anglicans until those communities withdrew and built their own.

8.4.1 Practising Anglicanism

Figure 79: The opening of St Albefh 11 March 1925, photo by JH JohnsonNSM/ bcp 04183

In the early years on the Liverpool Plains visiteigrgyfrom Newcastle attended homes and
occasionallyconducted services malls and homes. The first resident minister in the Liverpool Plains
area was the Rev. S Williams who was appan¥icar of Tamworth by Bishop Tyrrell of Newcastle in
1848.

The Quirindi Parish was created when it was separated from the Gunnedah Paristsiftet 882
population surged in the wake of thetension of the railwayl he first service in the newAgorstituted
Parish of Quirindi was heldn 1November 1882 in the Union Church Chaj#lring the 1880s four
churches were dedicated within the Parish:

St Matthias] Spring Ridge in 1884 (rebuilt in 1963)
St Alban$, Quirindi in 1886 (rebuilt in 1924)
StChad$, Quipolly

St Bede§, Werris Creek

In 1896, The Church of the Ascension, Wallabadah was completed while St Gsgfaldillow Tree
was completed in 1924. St Aid&n Blackville was moved on the back of a truck in 1966 from its
original foundations iryarraman.

X X X X
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The original St Albar$ Quirindi was moved in 1915, 80 yards from its site, to make way for a new
church:

A rather unique building or engineering feat was accomplished this week by the contractors for
the new Anglican Church. The old buildinghieh is a very large one; and estimated to weigh

over 100 tons, was bodily moved to a new 8@gards away. The structure in question is of
weatherboard, and sustained no damage during the removal operations. The new church is to be
of ornatedesign andavill prove a crelitable addition to the architecture of Quirindi.

8.4.2 Practising Roman Catholicism

I

Figure 80: Bride & groom leaving St Brigid's churcB9 June 1910The groomMr JH O'Brien owned 'Vena Park', Pine
Ridge, Quirindi +SLNSW bcp4147

Many of the convicts who arrived MSW were Irish and most of those were Cathdliatholic services
were held in private homdxsit churches were built latetthey are described below.

8.4.3 Practising Methodism and Presbyterianism

Methodists and Presbyterians were smaller denominations but culturally significant.

1'DeZ_Z"[Z4"# $*.(@*23BHHE @Y +-A F=V\EE\|=>I8LIX*.3 LH:KIBIB));<==24*>+1@>*2=74*¥)R0&:8L: IEcLL
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8.4.4 Churches in villages and towns
The following list isextractedrom Dorothy Durran® Thematic History of 2005.
8.4.4.1 Willow Tree

A small church served Anglican, Presbyterian and Methodist denominations from 1884 untial 924
small cemetery is behind it. The Anglicans built St Osvaid 1924. Catholic families celebrated mass
in the home of Mr and Mrs Britton before St Antlyds was built. That church was lifted off its
foundations by flood in 1949 and replacediimynaculate Heart of Mary, dedicated 9 May 1954.

8.4.4.2 Warrah Creek and Jacks Creek

St Stepher$ Anglican Church, Warrah Creek, held its first service in 1ft5Services stopped in 1972

and the building was sold. In 1914 the Warrah Union Church on Ardglen Road between Jacks Creek and
Warrah Creek was opened and dedicated by a Presbyterian Minister. The Union Church hosted Anglican
services until St Cuthbeftwas built in 1929. St Cuthbe§tAnglican Church, Jacks Creek, on the

Merriwa Road, was dedicated on 16 December 1929. The last service was held on 21 October1971, and
the church and land sold in 1980.

Catholic Mass in the area was celebrated in privateesaor Jacks Creek hall, and at the Willow Tree
church.

8.4.4.3 Blackville and Yarraman

Blackville had a Union Church from 1894, which was used until 1966, when St idaglican
Church was moved from Yarraman. The Union Church became meeting rotia @WA. The
Catholic Church at Black Creek started in the 1870s, with a new onalbaiside in 1906. In around
2012 this church, which featured in the Ivan Sen mBeeeath Cloudbas been relocated to the
Quirindi Rural Heritage Village and restored.

8.4.4.4 Bundella

Bundella had a Catholic Church, St J&)mwhich was pulled down in 1979. Bundejl#resbyterian
Church, St Andrev$, continued to hold monthly services.

8.4.4.5 Premer
Premer$ Sacred Heart Church was opened in 1935 and St Arleglican Church opened in 1955.
8.4.4.6 Spring Ridge Anglican Church

The Anglican Church of St Matthias was built in 1880. The Clift family gave the land and the Binnie
family of 4D fgave the timber, which was cut by pit saw and carted by bullock team.

8.4.4.7 Pine Ridge Anglican Church
The Anglican Church of St John was consecrated in 1927.
8.4.4.8 Caroona

The Croaker Memorial Union Church at Caroona is an attractive stone building, which has associations
with the history of the huggvValhallow{Station ands in memory of its longserving and respected
General Manager, FJ Croaker. It was opened in 1924Catielic Church at Caroona dates from 1936.

8.4.4.9 Quipolly

St Chad§ Anglican Church, Quipolly, was opened in 1886. The last service was held in 1969, but
residents have carried out restoration and kept it in good order. The attached cemetery thas specia

1[2"*?)/1899K/!;;IKL B9
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significance for them and their heritage. The Catholic churches at Quipolly, built in 1885 and 1928, have
not survived.

8.4.4.10 Castle M ountain
CastleMountainhad a Presbyterian Church from about 1890 to 1935, and it was then sold and removed.
8.4.411 Wallabadah Churches

A slab Anglican Church was built at Wallabadah around 1865. The Anglican Church of the Ascension
was built 1896. Its curved roof section was added in 1912. St $u@atholic Church was said to be
originally built of broken stoneshen a stone church 1890 also failed, and the present church of brick on
stone foundation was built in 1910.

8.4.4.12 Quirindi Churches

In the early days of settlement there were travelling ministers meeting with small groups in homes or
pubs or halls. Quindi had a Union Church for protestant denominations from 1876, situated on the
eastern side of the railway line. St AlbfrAnglican Church was a weatherboard building built 1886,
replaced by a brick church 1925. The vicarage, recently replaced, date@898. The War Memorial
Parish Hall was built 1953.

A Methodist Church built in 1882 became part@fnswoodIRetirement Hostel. The Parsonage was
further along Henry St, now a private home.

A wooden Presbyterian church stood on the corner of Geory@/dliam Street, and was moved in

1913 to the corner of Hill and Pryor Streets. It was replaced by the Munro Memorial Church in 1921.
The Corbett Memorial gates stand at the corner entrance. The first manse was 29 Nowland St (now a
private home); then lahbought in Pryor St and the James and Robina Taylor Presbyterian Manse was
built in 1958.
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8.5 NSW theme Social institutions

The unionorgansation of shearers (2iLand minersand railway worker$3.11 and 5.1.3has already
been discussed, along with the development of pastoral organisatit?)saf®l cooperatives @&.and
Schools of Artg6).

Quirindi residentsvere active in a wide variety of the social institutions that defined the lives of
twentieth century people in NSW. Thpledged temperance and declared their patriofi$ra.local
branches of the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows, the Red Cross and the Country $/omen
Association(7.4.1)all played important parts in the life of Quirindihey were Freemasons and joined
Lions Clubs.Theyengaged improgressive activities armbnnetedwith broader national and
international movements.
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Figure 81: Banner for "Quirindi Prohibition Leagufon verandah of “LowerstdftBoy with gun Gaspard via Quirindi,
SLNSW, bcp_04087, Photographed by Ted WHhitten

Thearea$ museums hold much memorabilia from these institutions, and of course provide important
social services themselves. These include the Historical Cottage and Museum in Quirindi, the Quirindi
Rural Heritage Village, the Australian Railway Monument arifé Creek and Aberfeldie Setti§r

Cottage at Wallabadah.
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Oddlellow’s Ball, Quirindi. 123

Figure 82: Postcard from Josef Lebovic Collection, National Museum of Australia,
http://collectionsearch.nma.gov.au/object/32409

Figure 83: Loyalty Demonstration. Patriotic gathering, Quirindi, May 1921, SLNSW bcp_0403422
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8.6 NSW theme Sport

Team and individual sports are popular in Quirindidrigket, polo, rugby and tennis dominatorses
have always been important, for racing, polo, rodeo and camp drafting, and sporting shooting featured
highly as a local recreation.

Mooki Springsffielded its own football team in about 1910, playing omaugd at the Apple Trees,
although the manager disliked its effect on the men: former player Walter Wardgieics were too
many cripples on Monday morninfiCaptain CC Dangar began a cricket team in 1912, playing on a
wicket in front of the woolshednd then on an antbed in front of the homestead.

Rifle ranges were common and their development coincided with the militarisation of Australian society
in the period between Federation and the Great War. Les Kemmis installegar80@nge in the top
north-west corner of thgvMooki Springsthouse paddock. Sporting shooting was enjoyed by both men
and women.

Polo wasthe favourite game on the Plaffigd polo meets, or gymkhanas, were an opportunity to
display the prowess and physical fitness of rigdvs breeding and speed of ponies who were often
working stock horses, and a chance to socialldee Tamarang Polo Club was established in 1888 and
played onBundellafat Yarramar.The Quirindi Polo Club was formed in 1893, beginning@sirindi
Sccial Polo Clubfe

Newspaper reports of the 1890s record that the Tamanamagte their town the head centre for pflo

and played games at home as well as on WD Sifigbrinkey fand pMVeetalabalfagainst teams from
Weetalabah [the locality of WeetalibaMuswellbrook, Scone, Gunnedah and Quirindi. Weetalabah

were notably fit as they were sawyers. Ponies were led to the grounds, sometimes from as far as 20 miles
away (32 kilometresy.

People travelled several days to get to polo meets and the eventmvegneortunity for get togethers.

On the Queef Birthday, 24 May 1894, the Quirindi Social Polo Club hosted a dance, at which Herr
Floracek sang, in the OddfelloWdall that left everyongmerry as wedding bel When the Tamarang
seconds and Weetalabah Polo Clubs met in July 1897 a ball arranged by Misses Pilgrim and Sievers at
RRockgedgiefbegan at 8.30pm. Supper was laid on in the pavilion next to the dance hall and the young
unmarried women wore beautiful bises and waistcoats in striking colours of cardinal red, violet, pink,
and blues and greens that contrasted with their skirts, which were mostly black, although some misses
chose red. Local talent sang songs Ifgeailor Boyfand Killarney {the dance pgram included 24

dances and foupxtrasfand the 70 or 80 couples present did not stop dancing until séileakothe

next morning.
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Figure 85: Polo players on horses, 1938LNSW bcp_049

In 1901 the prizagiving ceremony at the Quirindi Polo Carnival became a disaster when the balcony of
the Imperial Hotel collapsed under the weight of 150 dignitaries and prizessirMany of the

members of the most important families in the district and their distinguished guests from as far away as
Mudgee and Sydney were seriously injured.
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JW Bridges installed a polo ground gfickerbell fon Pine Ridge before the Great Wafter the war,
Tamarang Polo Club also played on a ground just west of the northern point of Spring Ridge and later on
the 4D fground near thgdbbotslealhomestead. The CWA held a gymkhana to raise funds in 1928

that was attended by the airman Bert Hinkler.

- e oL ML D

Quirindi A Polo team, 1932, L to R: Milo Cudmore, Sam Taylor, Eric Cadell, Owen CaddlEWbcp 04119c

Cricket clubs abounded. In 1902 the Blackville Ceicteround was the venue for a Coronation Picnic

for the people of Blackville and YarramaFheyoungsters playegwos and three§rounders and

engaged in swinging, cricket and footracing. Mrs Allison of Coomoo Coomaomorthy ladyfgave

toys, Mr Pykeof Yarraman sent gives and Mr Evers brought a gramophone. The youngsters performed
golly Miller fand the nighended inrdancing. Mr BoyleasMC garried eveything out in applepie

order.f

Tennis is played on courts in Quirindi and at Willow Tree. Sthed950s and with renovations in the
1970stheWerris Creek Institute and Town Bowling and Tennis Clab beem social centre for the
town. The Werris Creek Golf Club began 1928 and-bhd®e course was developethe Memorial
Swimming Pool wasompleted 1968.
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9.1 NSW theme:Birth and Death

9.1.1 Birth

During the period since the European occupation of the region birthing practices have changed
dramatically with a shift from traditional Aboriginal birthing and European home birthing guided by the
wisdom of midwives to twentieth century notiorfsassisted and medically supervised birth.

Archival research into birthing practices amongst Aboriginal women shows a range of common customs
in southeastern Australia and deep knowledge through generation upon generation that was interrupted
by colonsation but has not been lost. Mothers generally gave birth with the support and guidance of
other women and midwifery skills were passed down through the generations. The birthing woman
would be taken to a special place, such as a birthing tree or caare, thiire was water and shelter. The
women swept the ground clean and laid the area with grass or leaves. The mother was cleansed and her
pain was managed with hot and cold water, smoke and steam. As she laboured the midwives encouraged
her to be active,diping her to squat, or supporting her to reach for a tree branch to bear down. The new
baby was also cleansedhey would be rubbed in ashes and wrapped in a possum skin cloak. These
practices persisted well into the nineteenth century, and even inghgdth century Aboriginal women
travelled long distances to stations and reserves to birth with trusted midwives.

The isolation of many women in regional areftenled todeathdue to the complications of childbirth

or postnatal crises. Local histories contain tragic stories of early female deaths in chitdlotih

Perry, who wrote letters to tiguirindi Advocateas undowneffin the 1920s, paid tribute to the many
motherswho were cut down in their prime by a lack of medical attention during pregnancy and birth
his own mother had died this way delivering her tenth ehidhoriginal midwives were often called
upon to help settler women give birth safely and the namssnoé women from surrounding regions are
well-known. Emma Jane Callaghan was a midwife in Dunggutti country at Nulla Nulla and Anaiwan
woman May Yarrowyck from Armidale was trained in nursing at St Vin§dibspital in1904
Gumbaynggir midwifé=lorence Billangarrylived until the age 0103. Mrs Francis (Emily) Fletcher was
a Gamilaroi woman who was born in Glen Innes the 1860s and became the midwife in Werris Creek and
Mary Ann McKenzie was also Gamilaroi and a midwife in Gunnedah.

As the European pofation increased midwives from England, Scotland and Ireland began to practise in
the various settlements of the region. These women were on call day and night to attend births in towns
and on farms. As discusseddr8, private midwives who had been trathin Sydney set up their own
hospitals

There was considerable focus on the health of the population in the early twentieth century and on
combating infant mortality. The 1903 Royal Commission into the Decline of the Birth Rate led to an
increase in regation around the supervision of childbirth and initiatives to improve the nursing and care
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of infants The need for healthy new babies to replenish and increase the white population of Australia
was brought home by the terrible losses in the GreataWVae Country Womef§ Associatior(7.4.1)

was one of the wometh groups agitating fdmproved birthing facilities and mothercare supporgtve

the babies for Australi§As Beverly Kingston has written, the Association identified 8@tnursing
mothes were lost in 1924 iNSW through the lack of proper accommodation and nursing

Women are no more born mothers than they are born lampligfeays,a prominent worker of
the Associationjall women need to be taught to be good mothers. The city proeichple
facilities, and it is the Country WomdnAssociatiors aim to provide suitable enlightenment to
the women of the wes¥.

The Spring Ridge CWA, led by Mrs McVean, tried to get a bush nurse for the district in 1924 but was
unsuccessful as none wereailable¢ The Quirindi CWA Rooms and Baby Health Centre established in
1956 is testimony to their efforts a@WVA rooms in towns and villages westsoused as baby health
centres.

A governmenfundedbaby health centre was also established on Cardtimn after the Aborigines
Welfare Board was created in 1934 is a sad fact that Aboriginal babies were not key to the
aspirations of white Australiand Caroon& was one of the first such clinics to be built on any
Aboriginal station ilfNSW.

9.12 Death

There are emeteries at Caroona (Walhallow), Currabubula, Quipolly, Quirindi, Spring Ridge,
Wallabadah, Werris Creek, Willow Tree, and closed cemeteries at Blackville, Bundella, Colly Blue, and
Yarraman.There are some graves on private propetgh as the grave of Jane Perry, who died giving
ELUWK WR KHUVWieviv& HeKnushénd ReQrywhodiedin 1882, is buried alongside

her:» The headstones of many Liverpool Plains cemeteries have been transcrit@ddyValdron and
Pauline Cameron.

Death isalsomarked at many war memorials in the district and at the Werris Creek railway workers
memorial.

18IT*'G/#2.31HIS12+(?4>

¢ f(?+5)12IRIKCEMLLI638$1'4CIX 1 @&B4104G>ER

I(HT_Z"W Z[WIP>$>Q588-2( AR B¥ (8+E23K (*( & &2 @BB#E;) &7 A& HBIIKIR)) . <==24%>+1@>*2=24*¥"7C0&:8CBI:KK 9

) IT*'G/1#2.31HIS12+(?4>

2 2)/LIB: |

W ISHACLM_17* FOCIP*T& 12/ T*24(280' H+ . &-848& #1 $$#+31(824*21+ .9(.&2 BB -"*N-N-@*F"*N'.0 $J-.98 @WAQ3.Ch## $~0$
L#".1 SHHED. @ @FBHTS 7. @ @N-'* @1 %$*4C'1?/1X11'1IN*/IDACHHH>

141


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article128641550

I"HHS%& ()" +,-&. [ +O#$&01&2, 3)#4005&!5"B/&7(#)

92 NSW theme Persons

The early settlers who shaped the Liverpool Plains into its present form ardagelnented by local
historical groupsAs Durrant has noted, may the streets oQuirindi bear the names of former
mayors,Lorna Byrne Park in Currabubula and David Taylor Park in Werris Creek record notable citizens
andHoamm Park in Werris Credionours five individuals. Hospital wards also honour individuals like
Ellen Savage, WW Corbould, and Edith Crawford.

Other examples are the Croaker Memorial Church at Cartunao Memorial Church in Quirindi,
James and Robina Taylor Presbyterian MamatPollock Hal, the H&JIJWMcMaster Memorial Hall at
Premer theMalcolm Lobsey Cattle Pavilion and the Bill Towse Poultry Pavilion at Quirindi
Showgrounds.

The Underwood Memorial Gates in Henry Street, Quirindi, recognized that Edward Grimes Underwood
was Quirindi§ leading citizen of the time, and were erected in 1895 dfemtimely death.

A lot of ordinary people doing ordinary things make up history, but they are always in the background.
Wallabadah recognized their contribution with a plaque on its town symbol statue, recording

This statue has been erected in AustfalBicentennial Yeaby the Wallabadah community to
commemorate the families whose courage and hard work opened up this district from earliest
recorded settlement in 1835 to present day.

2nd January, 1988. Unveiled by W. F. (Fred) Usfeller, in his hundredth year.

This sedbn contains notes about individuals who are as yet-tigtb®gnised in current heritage studies.

9.2.1 Nurse Sadie Sweeney

Nurse Sadie Sweeney was a midwife who played an integral role in Australian aviation history by saving
the life ofa future aviatia pioneer, and lost hemwnin the process.

Nurse Sweeney was an Irish Catholic girl from Quirigtier father was John Sweenefput she trained
at St Margare$%, which was a Catholic maternity home in Surry Hills, run by the Sisters of St Joseph.
She an the hospital with her sister (see 8.1).

In January 1907 Sadie was on her summer holidays at Bondi Beach when twearindd boys got into
trouble in the surf. She helped drag Charlie Smith and Rupert Swallow to shore and resuscitated them.
Although she was a fit woman of 33, she had already been unwell and contracted a chill from her efforts
on the beach. She suffered for some wéekospital in Sydnepeforesuccumbing. Shwas buried at
Waverley Cemetery in February 1907.

The incident that iecipitated Nurse Sween&ydeath was the spur for the formation of the Bondi Surf
Life Saving Clubs
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9.2.2 James Mhite Chineseflnnes

A fruitful area for future research would be tracing the families of Chinese men, a number of whom
likely married Austalian women. This often led to some interesting traattonal and crossultural

lives. As historian Kate Bagnall points out, Chinese people vmevery mobile group of people,
travelling overseas for holidays, to visit family and for education and éssth

Elizabeth Maher married a Chinese man whose name was variously spelled Lee Lung, Lung Yee, Yennie
Lang and Soong Yee in Quirindi in 189They had a child, called Ernest (who was probably Eliza$eth
child by an earlier marriage) and when Eligtibdied Soong Yee took eight year old Ernest and his

natural son Horace to China. Ernest Sung Yee, as he was later known, seems to have told many stories
about his life and details like his name often became confused in translation, but he was schooled in
China, worked in the rice fields, married and had a daughtemmay have served in the Chinese

National Army, In 1921 he left his wife and child at home and came to Ausjrielliéabecame well

known in the Sydney Municipal Markets a&hite Chinesgwhere he attracted attention as a fluent
Cantonese speaker with just 12 words of Engligtust of these are swear woffidn the 1930s as a

witness in a court case ok the Chinese oathj.In 1933 he appeared in a Universal Newspaper
Newsreel calledMative Anzac Raised with Chinese Soul in Curious Raciat¥md where he was

translated by another Chine8estralian, Charles Liu.

Six years later Ernestthen reported to be named Jarhretes twas reported to have been ostracised by
Sydney$§ Chinese community for drinking, getting arrested, and thieving ginger from an employer, Yee
Sing. Innes made amends for his offence to the gdfiet] Sheng, and Tien by offering prayers of
repentane, and vowing reformThe Daily Telegraptook his photograph while a Sydnbgsed

translator helped him write a letter to his wife and daughfdthough Ernest was born in Quirindi, he

felt most at home in China.

9.2.3 Peter and Amy Young Mason

Mrs William Ernest Gay, on the other hand, felt most at home in Australia. Kate Bagnall is researching

the YoungMason/Gogg family as part of her work on the movement of ChiAas&alian families to

and from China and providede author with this case study. Rosina was born in Quirindi as Rosina

Gogg in 1921 to James Gogg and Amy (nee Wong), who were Cantonese, and was given the name of her
accoucheur, Rosina Pegler. Amy had married Peter Young Mason in 1906 in Canton andkedd w

alongside her husband in his Quirindi store, bearing him two children. Her entry was initially for five

years but she stayed longer. The family was popular anesweatlorted+Peter was a Presbyterian who

spoke good English and was consideregigeerior fkind of Chinese. In 1918 Quirindi townspeople

petitioned for Amy to be able to stay in Austradia.
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Figure 86: Petition from Quirindi residents, including Mayor Hungerford and Gazette proprietor Ashley Poynting, asking th
Mrs Peter Young Mason be allowed to stdpA: Al, 1923/14120
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Sadly, Peter was the storekeeper who died of influenza after travelling to Melbourne to try to sort out his
wife $ residency. Amy and her two children were left alone.

Amy askedhe authoriesfor time to manage her husbat@ffairsand prolonged her staghe also

married another Chinese storekeeper in Quirindi, James &whbad baby Rosindhis boughAmy

time but it seems James wanted to return to Canton with Amy and her chiidngrmvas given birth
certificates for the children by the Australian Government and allowed ta [Eagdhree children grew

up in China When she reached adulthood Rosina married an Australian in China and claimed her birth
right, as did her brother Duncarhen he wished to return to Australia and live in Queensiand.
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Figure 87: The paperwork provided to Rosina Gogg and Duncan Young Mason when they returned to Canton with their mother
Amy in 1922NAA: SP42/1, C1936/809The aithor is indebted to Dr Kate Bagnall for alerting her to this case study.
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9.24 Herbert Stanley (Bert) Groves

Aboriginal activist Herbert Stanley (Bert) Groves was born at Caroona Station in 1907 to respected
Aboriginal shearer Robert Groves and his wife Alice, nee Fox, a Gamilaroi woman from Toomelah who
was raised at Walhallow. Bert was raised at Coonabarahth@alargambone but returned to the

district when he worked on thgubbo to Werris Creek railway. In 192%hen he was working as a
handyman omBulgandramine Aboriginal reserv&roves met shearer, unionist and activgtiam
Fergusorwho was seeking spprt for his campaign against the oppressive policies dAliogigines
Protection BoardSoon afterwards Groves returrtedNValhallow as handymawith his young wife

Susan Mary Cain, nZe Marney. One of his major tasks was to maintain the pump, windinvéiter

supply.

Groves enjoyed his time there, and had good relationships with the manager and staff. He took an
interest in the health and education of the children at Walhallow Aboriginal School and became president
of the parent$and citizengassocition. He left to gathetinformation aboutliscrimination and racisrat
Angledool, Brewarrina and Toomelagserveshe then moved to Pilliga where tReotection Boardhad

a timbermill and was using cheap Aboriginal labour.

The Board dismissed Grovés chairing a meeting of the Pilliga branchrgrgusorf Aborigines

Progressive Associaticand workedas a truck driver at Coonabarabtzefore enlistingn the Australian
Imperial Force on 14 April 1943 and senyin Australia.He settled in Sydney, whehe lived the rest

of his life and dedicated himself to the cause of Aboriginal advancement. In the 1950s he was a member
of the Aborigines Welfare Board, a justice of the peacewagifrequently invited to address church and
service organizations on Akiginal issues, and helped in leadership training courses run by the
Department of Tutorial Classes at the University of Sydney.

In 1956 Groves became first president of the Aborighktralian Fellowship (formed in Sydney to
bring togetheAborigines and Whites); in 1958 he was a founding member of the Federal Council for
Aboriginal Advancement. He was president (from 1963) of the revitalized Aborigines Progressive
Association and also worked for the Foundation for Aboriginal Affaitsugee of the Aboriginal
Children$ Advancement Societgn activist for the 1967 referendum and member oNgagonal Tribal
Council.He died in 1970 in Sydney
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9.25 Royand Lois Eykamp and Sons

Roy Eykamp migrated to Australia from Dakota in the Uhiates in the early 1960s, at the age of 45,

with his wife Lois and five children. He was tired of US taxes and Dakota winters and received assisted
passage from the Australian Government. By chance, after a Department of Agriculture employee heard
he urderstood black soil, he was sent to Gunnedah and bought a small farm near Quirindi. He farmed on
just 220 hectares for his entire life but has made tens of millions of dollars and although he retired in his
late 90s, his family still run the business today

Roy and Lois Eykamp made a happy home in Quirindi but it was not always easy. Lois remembered
being entirely ignorant of what was expected of her when she was aspedda platef Roy Eykamp
spoke of his good relationships with lo€linese gardenerlie felt Australians discriminated against
him.z

Eykamp had been a grass seed grower, with a knack for inventing, and introduced a range of technical
innovations to the local areadding holes to pipes to enable him to draw water from gravel bed aquifers,
building a land plane to facilitate largeale irrigation, and adding zinc to boost seed corn yields

claims (with some audacity) to hawegroduced silage to the distriahdto havedeveloped a system of
feeding cattle corn husks, molasses and urea that enabled them to survive drought.

His greatest contribution was the development of a kikuyu seed enterprise, making modifications to a
windrow harvester to enable threshinglateaning of the seedde has anonopoly on kikuyu seed.
The family is now in its third generation of farming on the Liverpool Plains.

11 1GYGN*7;/b"$L"+($4*T#$A$T&2808]! S*2CA(7B8IF*22+G189:E
1(1_1GIGN*7;/b"$L"+($4*T#$A$T&2808]! S*2CA(7B8IF*22+G189:E



	A Thematic History of Liverpool Plains Shire
	A report prepared by Dr Naomi Parry with Ray Christison  for Liverpool Plains Shire Council
	Table of Contents
	Introduction: The history of Liverpool Plains Shire
	Study area: the Liverpool Plains Shire Local Government Area
	Timeline of the Liverpool Plains Shire LGA
	Historic Themes
	1.  Australian theme: Tracing the natural evolution of Australia
	1.1 NSW theme: Environment - naturally evolved
	There are two aspects to this theme: (1) Features occurring naturally in the physical environment which have significance independent of human intervention (2) Features occurring naturally in the physical environment which have shaped or influenced hu...


	2.  Australian theme: Peopling Australia
	2.1 NSW theme: Aboriginal cultures and interactions with other cultures
	Activities associated with maintaining, developing, experiencing and remembering Aboriginal cultural identities and practises, past and present; with demonstrating distinctive ways of life; and with interactions demonstrating race relations.
	2.1.1  Gamilaroi Country
	2.1.2 Archaeological sites
	2.1.3 First contact on the Liverpool Plains
	2.1.4 Walhallow Village (Caroona Aboriginal Station)

	2.2 NSW theme: Convicts
	Activities relating to incarceration, transport, reform, accommodation and working during the convict period in NSW (1788-1850).

	2.3  NSW theme: Ethnic influences
	Activities associated with common cultural traditions and peoples of shared descent, and with exchanges between such traditions and peoples.

	2.4  NSW theme: Migration
	Activities and processes associated with the resettling of people from one place to another (international, interstate, intrastate) and the impacts of such movements.
	2.4.1  Chinese connections
	2.4.2  Migrants from Europe and the Middle East
	2.4.3  Greek connections
	2.4.4  Postwar migration


	3.  Australian theme: Developing local, regional and national economies
	3.1  NSW theme: Agriculture
	Activities relating to the cultivation and rearing of plant and animal species, usually for commercial purposes, can include aquaculture.
	3.1.1 Wheat
	3.1.2  Dairying and smallholdings
	3.1.3 Market gardening
	3.1.4  Irrigation
	3.1.5 Flour milling

	3.2  NSW theme: Commerce
	Activities relating to buying, selling and exchanging goods and services.
	3.2.1 Hotels
	3.2.2 Other forms of trade
	3.2.3 Financial services

	3.3  NSW theme: Communication
	Activities relating to the creation and conveyance of information.
	3.3.1  Postal services
	3.3.2  Newspapers
	3.3.3  Radio communications

	3.4 NSW theme: Environment - cultural landscape
	Activities associated with the interactions between humans, human societies and the shaping of their physical surroundings
	3.4.1 Gardens and plantings
	3.4.2 Recreational spaces
	3.4.3 Land modification

	3.5 NSW theme: Events
	Activities and processes that mark the consequences of natural and cultural occurrences.
	3.5.1  Memorialisation

	3.6  NSW theme: Exploration
	Activities associated with making places previously unknown to a cultural group known to them.

	3.7 NSW theme: Fishing
	Activities associated with gathering, producing, distributing, and consuming resources from aquatic environments useful to humans.

	3.8 NSW theme: Forestry
	Activities associated with identifying and managing land covered in trees for commercial timber purposes.

	3.9  NSW theme: Health
	Activities associated with preparing and providing medical assistance and/or promoting or maintaining the wellbeing of humans.
	3.9.1 Formal health care
	3.9.2 Birth and women’s health
	3.9.3 Local private hospitals
	3.9.4  Quirindi District Hospital
	3.9.5  Werris Creek District Hospital

	3.10  NSW theme: Industry
	Activities associated with the manufacture, production and distribution  of goods
	3.10.1  Price’s Brickworks
	3.10.2 Quirindi Butter Factory

	3.11  NSW theme: Mining
	Activities associated with the identification, extraction, processing and distribution of mineral ores, precious stones and other such inorganic substances.
	3.11.1 Private coal mining
	3.11.2 Government coal mining
	3.11.3 Werris Creek Coal Mine
	3.11.4 Oil shale
	3.11.5  Quarrying
	3.11.6  Gold mining
	3.11.7 Mining landscapes

	3.12 NSW theme: Pastoralism
	3.12.1  A case study: the history of Warrah Station

	3.13 NSW theme: Science
	3.14 NSW theme: Technology
	3.15 NSW theme: Transport
	Activities associated with the moving of people and goods from one place to another, and systems for the provision of such movements.
	3.15.1  Road transport
	3.15.2 Travelling stock routes
	3.15.3  Railways
	3.15.4 Air transport


	4.  Australian theme: Building settlements, towns and cities
	4.1  NSW theme: Towns, suburbs and villages
	Activities associated with creating, planning and managing urban functions, landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages
	4.1.1  Quirindi
	4.1.2  Werris Creek
	4.1.3  Wallabadah
	4.1.4  Blackville
	4.1.5  Yarraman
	4.1.6  Quipolly
	4.1.7 Willow Tree
	4.1.8 Currabubula
	4.1.9 Premer
	4.1.10 Spring Ridge
	4.1.11  Other villages

	4.2 NSW theme: Land tenure
	4.3  NSW theme: Utilities
	4.3.1 Electricity
	4.3.2  Water
	4.3.3  Sewerage

	4.4  NSW theme: Accommodation
	Activities associated with the provision of accommodation, and particular types of accommodation – does not include architectural styles – use the theme of Creative Endeavour for such activities.
	4.4.1  Domestic residences
	4.4.2 Shearers’ accommodation
	4.4.3 Station homesteads


	5. Australian Theme: Working
	5.1  NSW theme: Labour
	Activities associated with work practises and organised and unorganised labour
	5.1.1 Labour in the wool industry
	5.1.2 Labour organisation in the wool industry
	5.1.3  Trade unions in other sectors
	5.1.4 Other forms of work
	5.1.5 Unemployment relief


	6. Australian theme: Educating
	6.1 NSW theme: Education
	Activities associated with teaching and learning by children and adults, formally and informally.


	7. Australian theme: Governing
	7.1 NSW theme: Defence
	Activities associated with defending places from hostile takeover and occupation

	7.2 NSW theme: Government and administration
	Activities associated with the governance of local areas, regions, the State and the nation, and the administration of public programs – includes both principled and corrupt activities.

	7.3 NSW theme: Law and order
	Activities associated with maintaining, promoting and implementing criminal and civil law and legal processes

	7.4  NSW theme: Welfare
	Activities and process associated with the provision of social services by the state or philanthropic organisations
	7.4.1 The Country Women’s Association
	7.4.2  NSW Housing Commission projects


	8.  Australian theme: Developing Australia’s cultural life
	8.1  NSW theme: Domestic life
	Activities associated with creating, maintaining, living in and working around houses and institutions.

	8.2  NSW theme: Creative endeavour
	Activities associated with the production and performance of literary, artistic, architectural and other imaginative, interpretive or inventive works.
	8.2.1 Literature
	8.2.2 Architecture
	8.2.3 Visual arts

	8.3  NSW theme: Leisure
	Activities associated with recreation and relaxation

	8.4  NSW theme: Religion
	Activities associated with particular systems of faith and worship
	8.4.1 Practising Anglicanism
	8.4.2 Practising Roman Catholicism
	8.4.3 Practising Methodism and Presbyterianism
	8.4.4 Churches in villages and towns

	8.5  NSW theme: Social institutions
	Activities and organisational arrangements for the provision of social activities

	8.6  NSW theme: Sport
	Activities associated with organised recreational and health promotional activities


	9.  Australian theme: Marking the phases of life
	9.1  NSW theme: Birth and Death
	Activities associated with the initial stages of human life and the bearing of children, and with the final stages of human life and disposal of the dead.
	9.1.1  Birth
	9.1.2 Death

	9.2 NSW theme: Persons
	Activities of, and associations with, identifiable individuals, families and communal groups
	9.2.1 Nurse Sadie Sweeney
	9.2.2 James ‘White Chinese’ Innes
	9.2.3 Peter and Amy Young Mason
	9.2.4 Herbert Stanley (Bert) Groves
	9.2.5 Roy and Lois Eykamp and Sons




